” 


40. No respectable mat should live even 
fer two days where the five cot v8 
after issuing from the mountains. where 
five Aratta Valhikas. : 


41. There are t ex ok 
Vipasha named Yee kibae The 
Vahikas are the those two 
Pishchas.* They are not ping af sho created 
by God, Being of such a low. how 
can they know the daties Haid ‘in the 
Scriptares. 7 We epi ciety: wile 4 


42. ‘Fhe Karashbaras, the Mahishkas, 


\ MAHABHARATA. 


the Kalimgas, the Keralas, the Karotakas, — 
the Virakas and other people who have no_ 


religion should always be avoided by men. 


43- A Rakshasa woman. of huge hips, 
thus spoke to ‘a Brahman, once went 
to that country for bathing in a .saered 
water and passed a single night there. 


a4. ‘This ‘Pravirce passes under the 
name of Arattas, And the ople who live 
there ace called Valhikas, ‘The Brahmanas 
of the lowest order also five there froma 
very ancient time, 


45 They are ignorant of the Vedas and 
void of knowledge. They do not perform 
Yajnas nor can help others in them. 
are all fallen and many of them have been 
begotten by Sudras upon other caste girls ; 
the gods never accept gifts from them. 


46. The Prasthalas, the Madras, the 
Gandharvas, the Arattas, Kbasas, the 
Vasatis, the Sindhus and the Samviras also 
follow these reprehensible practices. 


for s, O 
Thus ends tha forty-fourth chapter, the | is for’ dhs, Sy 


conversation betweon Karna amd 
the Karuna Parva, 


t 


—_ - 
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CHAPTER XLY, 


(KARNA Meme een 
Karna said :— 


Ther. 


Salya in | 


ie ay 






Wanderi through | var ous ome 
ee aieweor religions, 1 came soir ie 
oO pa ig opens the Valitse 
heard, 

6 That one at. first _be Sa pi 
mana and then a Kshatri 
Yep after that will become 2 Yuet 

then a Sudra and i barber, 

7. Having becor he will ps 


become a Brahin tuning again to 
the position of a Brahmana he. wil Th sano 
beconze a sjave, ; 

8. One member of 4 family becomes a 
Brahnvana, All others falling off from visti 


of) ty 


7? 


act as they please. he Gowharas, the 
Metetites theJittle-witted Vahikas are 
UCBs 75 


* og Hiving Sicadered over the entire 
eartly § heard of these sinful practices and 
irregularities ‘the Vahikas. 


10. You should know this, O Salya; t 
will speak to you again these words. blaming 
the Vahikas geass another psrson said 
tome. |. 

ota heb anye of Hora ire: woman 
ay tlie country of Aratta was abducted by 
robbers ; they violated her, on which she im~ 
precated a curse om them saying— 

12. As you have sinfully ravished a girt 
who has-no husband all the Women of your 
faniihes will become unchaste, 


wt® You villains, ‘ou will mever escape 

vis great iniquity. Ie 
alya, that the sisters’ sons, 
Aratias become their heirs and not 
jth Fat - 

/ Kauravas with the Panclalas, 
the 51 , the Matsyas, the Nainishas, 
» the f paunctras, te 
das, and the Chedis, 
blessed, are conversant with 
religion, Even the wicked of 

y kno what religiot is; the | 
p or piety. 


~~ 















16. 
1. You should’ know lt Siteynih 2 
1 ahah again speak. Hear at ‘ na, Osi chelary, Epon 
Peay. : pens said of the 
2. Once on atime a Brahmana came 
to our house as a sank ce Highly 
pleased with our condact aga avd said to al 


3. I lived for a long time ‘alone | ona 
summit of the Himalaya — 
then | have seen various 
various religions. 


4. But I have never Seen a comntry where 
all the people are irreligious. All the races 
} have met with recognise as religion what 
was been declared by persons conversant 
with the Vedas. 


piri 
protect 
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( 
heaven to earn fame Karna gave great 
delight to his friends. 

23. Thus, O father, the battle, putting 
an end to men, horses, and cars, between 
the Kurus and Srinjayas resembled that 
between the gods and demons in the days 
of yore, : 

Thus ends the forty-seventh 
Karna Parva. 


‘ chepter, in 


more 
CHAPTER XLVIIL. 
(KARNA PARVA),—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 

1. Tell me, O Sanjaya, how Karna, 
having caused a great carnaye and entered 
into the midst of the Pandavas assailed the 
king Yudhisthira. 


2. What leading warriors amongst the 


Pandavas resisted Karna? Whom did 
Karna crush before he could  assail 
Vudhishthira ? 


Sanjaya said:—- 
3. Seeing the followers of the Pandavas 
led by Dhristadyumna stationd for battle, 


Karna, the subduer of foes, rushed furiously ° 


against the Panchalas, 


4. The Panchalas, desirous of victory, 
advanced against that high-souled one who 
came quickly as the swans go to the ocean. 


$. Then there arose from both the armies 
the sound of a thousand conches capable 
striking terror into hearts as well as that of 
bugles. = 


6. Then there arose the dreadful sound 
of various other musical instruments, the 
noise’ of the elephants, horses and cars and 
leonine shouts of the heroes. 


g7. The entire eartli with her mountains, 
trees and oceans, the sky enshrouded with 
clouls driven by the wind and the whole 
firmament with the sun and the moon, seem- 
edtotremble, " 


8. So dreadful appeared the noise to* all 
creatures and they became all agitated. 
‘The weak amongst them fell dead. ; 


9. Then worked with great anger and 
invoking speedily his weapons Karna began 
to assail the Pandava host like Indra grind- 
ing the army of the demons, peta 


1o, Entering into the midst of the 
Pandava army and discharging hif arrows 
Karna killed seventy seven leading warriors 
among the Prabhadrakas, 


11. Then the twenty five sharp arrows 
furnished with beautiful wings of that best of 
eat-warriors killed twenty five Panchalas. 
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Le With. many anid teastincol Narachas 
capable of piercing others’ bodies the heree 
killed bialieeste a 
Chedis. an ‘ 
13. While he was performing those 
superhuman feats in battle a large number 
of Panchala cars surr him quickly on 
all sides, O king. 
14. O Bharata, then setting five dread- 
ful arrows Karna, the son of Vikartana, 
killed five Panchalas. 


15. He killed in battle the Panchal s— 
Bhanudeva, — Chitrasena, Senabindha, 
‘Tapana and Soorasena. ; 


16. The heroic Panchalas being thus kill+ 
ed with arrows there arose lamentations 
Alas! and Oh of the Panchalas in that 
great battle, « 6 


“17. Then ten car-warriors amongst 
Panchalas surrounded Karna whem all he 
quickly killed with arrows. 

18. Then the two protectors of Karna’s 
car-wheels, his two invincible sons, Sushena 
and Satyasena began to fight reckless of 
their lives. 

19, The powerful car-warrior Vrisha- 
sena, the eldest son of Karna, himself pro- 

\etted his father's rear. 


20—21. Yhereupon, Dhristadyumna, 
Satyaki, the five sons of Dranpadi, Vriko- 
| dara, Janmejaya, Shikhandin and many 
leading warriors among Probhadrakas, and 
many amongst the Chedis, the Kekayas 
and the Panchalas, the twins, the Matsyas, 
“es clad in mail rushed upon Karna to kill 

im, ; 

22.. Showering upon him various kinds of 
weapons and arrows they began to assail 
him like the clouds striking the mountain 
breast during the rainy season. 

23. To rescue their father, the sons of 
Karna all ofowhom were sinless and many 
heroes of your army resisted them. 

24. -C z off with a broad headed 
bow, that of Bhimasena, Sushena pierced 
him on the breast with seven Narachas and 
made a loud war-ery, v 


another strong 


25. Thereupon taking 
bow and setting it right im haste tg highly 
powerful V cut off Sushena’s bow. 


26. Worked up with anger and as if 
dancing on his cat he quickly bored through 
Sushena with ten arrows and pierced Karna 
himself with seventy siarp arrows within 
the twinkling of an eye, Bes 


27. Then with ten other arrows Bhima 
struck down Bhanusena, another son of 
Karna, with horses, drivers, arms 
before the eyes of his friends, 


s and thousands of the — 


. 


ws 


| 
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: Sundered by a razor 
Rogar aati the youth with a moon- 


like countenance appeared like ‘a lotus 
Sa fom its stale. 3 ° 


-29.. Having killed Karna's son Bhima 
began to assail your army once more ; sun- 
dering the bows of Kripa and Hridika’s son 
he began to assail those two heroes, 

go. Striking Dussasana with ten iron 


arrows and Sakuni with six he deprived 
both Uluka and Patatri of their cars... 


t. Then saying to Sushena “you are 
killed” Bhima adh up another arrow, Karna 


cut it off and pierced Bhima himself with 


three arrows. . ; 

2. Bhima then took up another power- 
fui. arrow and discharged. it at Sushena, 
Karna cut off that too. 3. * 

33- With a view tosave his son and kill 
the ruthless Bhima Karna struck the former 
with seventy-three dreadful arrows. 

34. Then ‘taking up an excellent bow 
capable of bearing a great strain Sushena 
struck Nakula on the aris and the chest 
with five arrows. 

35. Striking his antagonist with twenty 
strong arrows capable: of bearing a strain 


Nakula too sent up a loud wa-cry |‘ and: 


struck terror unto Karna. 


36.. Then striking Nakula with ten ar- 
rows, the powerful cat-warrior Sushena, 
quickly cut off his bow with arazor headed 
arrow, ed ike ¥ 
- 37. Then Nakula, beside himself with 
anger, took up another, bow and. withstood 
Sushena with vine arrows. Se Fe 

38. Then, O king, covering all the 
quarters with arrows that subduer of hostile 
heroes killed Sushena’s. driver, striking 
Sushena himself with three ..rrows and then 
sundered into pietes his highly strong bow 
with three Bhallas, aster 

39. Then beside himself. with anger 
Sushena took up another bow and pierced 
Nakula with sixty arrows. a) ahadeva 
with oh ae ene Pape we 
40. Then there tol, place a. dreadful 
encounter between those h 


ie ai 


another like that bet 





demons, - . ~~ ea 

et 32) | Having killed. Vrshanena’ driver 
wef arrows Satyaki sundered his bow 
SEVER ARTOWB. HV eile oR 
42, Then ine. } : 

with another Vrishasena 


himself iv with three arrows. 
‘Thus struck Vrishasena became senseless on 
feos gin egg up oe within the twinkl- 
an eye, ; Sake See 
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43. De 

chariot an 


ived of his “driver, horses, 
flags by, Yuyutihana, Vrisha- 


| sena, armed with sword and shield; then 


rushed against him with a view to kill him. 


44. As his antagonist advanced against 
him Satyaki struck at his sword and shield 
ten arrows with heads like a boar’s ear. 


45. Seeing Vrishasena deprived) of his 
car weapons Dussasana pci im 
on his own car then speedily put htm on 
another, = 


496—49. Then riding on another car the 
powerful car-warrior Vrishasena pierced 
the five sons of Draupadi with seventy and 
Yuyudhana with five, Bhimasena with sixt 
four, Sahadeva with five, Nakula_ wit 
thirty, Satanika with seven, Shikbandin 
with ten sand xing Yudhisthira with a 
hundred arrows. & monarch, the great 
bowman, the son of Karna, continually 
assailed with arrows those and many 
leading heroes all havinp victory in view. 
‘The invincivle Vrishasena protected the 
rear of [Karna in battle. 


50. Having deprived Dussashana of 
his driver, horses and car, with ninety nine 
iron arrows the grandson of Sini struck 
im then on bis forehead with nine arrows. 


51. Then riding on another car properly 
equipped once more he began to fight witn 
the Pandavas from within the division of 
Karna. 


§2. Then Dhristadyumna pierced Karna 
with ten arrows, the sons of Draupadi pier- 
ced him with seventy three arrows and 
Yuyudhana with seven. sf 


53- Bhimasena pierced him with sixty 
four arrows and Sahadeva_ with seven. 
Nakula pierced him with thirty arrows and 
Satanika with seven. The heroic Shikhandin 
pierced him with ten and king Yudhishthira 
with a hundred, ¥ 


54- Worked up with the desire of victory 
those and other foremost of men began to 
assail that great man, Suta's son, in that 
terrible battle. 


55. Moving about in his car the heroic 
son ef the charioteer, the subdu:r of foes, 
pierced each of them with ten arrows. 


. There, O monarch, we witnessed 
the wonderful strength in the handling af 
weapons and she light-handedness of the 
high-souled Karna, 


57. Pesple could not mark when he took 
his arrows, when he aimed them and 

he discharged them. They only saw 

his enemies slain by his anger. : 


58, The sky, the earth and the firma- 
ment were filled with his sharpened atrows, 


, 0 
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The firmament looked brillant as if cover- 


ed with clouds smitten with the rays of the 
sun, . 


59. The highly powerful son of Radha,, 
with bow in his hand, as if dancing, 
pierced each of his antagonists with thrice 
as many shafts as each of them had struck 
him with. | eee ae 

60. Once more striking each of them 
and his horses, drivers, car and flag with 
ten arrows he sent up a loud war-cry. His 
antagonist then gave him a way. 

61, Having crushed those powerful bow- 
men with showers of arrows, the son of 
Radha, the subduer of foes, entered un- 
opposed into the thick of the army led by 
the Pandava king. 


62. Having broken down thirty chariots 
of the Chedis who never return from the 
battle-field gthe [son of Radha pierced 
Yudhisthira with many sharp arrows, 


63. With a view to rescue the king from 
the son of Radha many Pandava warriors, 
with Shikhandin and Satyaki surrounded 
him. 

64. So did the powerful and brave bow- 
men of your army firmly guard the irr 
sistible Karna in that battle. 


65. O king, then there arose the sound 
of various musicial instruments and the 
Jeonine roars of brave heroes rent the sky. 


66. The Kurus and Pandavas 
More undauntedly met with each other, the 
former led by Karna and the latter by 
Vudhisthira. 


Thus ends the forty-eighth chapter, the 
fight between WKarna and Yudhisthira in 
- the, Karna Parva, . 


. 


oer 
» CHAPTER XLIX, 
(KARNA ‘PARVA—Continned.) 
Sanjaya said :— a F 


 @ 
1. Riving through that army Karna 
encountered the pious king surrounded by 


thousands of cars, elephants, horses and 
foot-soldiers. fa Teer ver 

2. Sundering with hundfeds of dreadful 
shafts the thousands of arms larged at 


him by his enemies Karna 
through the army, Sain 

~ 3. The charioteer’s son sundered the 
heads, the arms, and the thighs of his 
enemies who, deprived of life, fell down on 
earth. Others, finding {their division dis- 
persed, took to their heels. © 








once {| 


fearlessly went | 
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4. The Dravida, the Andhaka, and the 
os a infantry, eee ye ra . 

tore rushed upon Karna with a view to” 
kill Him in that battle. tke Sey ena asiy 

5. Storn of their arms and head-dresses 
and killed by Karna with his arrows they” 
fell, down ail at orice on earth like a forest” 
of Sala trees cut down, | Sat 


6. Deprived of life and filling the heaven 
and earth with their fame, hundreds, 
thousands and ten thousands of warriors— 
fell down with their bodies on earth.. 


7. The Pandus and Panchalas obstruct- 
ed Karna, the son of Vikartana who pro- 
ceeded in anger to battle like the destroyer’ 
himself even as people seek to obstruct a 
disease with incantations and drugs. 


8. Grindihg all those combatants Karna 
‘once more raed up Nudhisthira like arn 
irresistible di «unchecked by incanta- 
tions, drugs and rites. . 


9. Then obstructed by Pandus, Pan- 
chalas and Kekayas who were all desirous 
of rescuing the king he could not overcome 
them as Death cannot those conversant 
with Brahman, 


10.. Thereupon. beholding Karna, the - 
ayer of hostile heroes, obstructed at a 
distance, Yudhisthira, with eyes. reddened 
with anger, said, 

11, O Karna, O son of a charioteer, O 
you of vain seeing, hear my words. You 
always challenge in fight Phalguna_ of, 
quick speed, : 

12. Abiding by the counsel of the son 
of Dhritarashtra you always obstruct us. 
You bring all your strength, energy and 
hatred to bear upon the Pandus. 

13. Do-you display to-day all your great 
manliness. I will to-day. give battle, and 
destroy ygur desire for fight, : ~ 
14. Maving said this to Karna, the 
rion the son of Pandu, ‘pierced him — 
with ten ¢ , made of iron aud furnished 
with golden wings. : aks 

15. Then that Suta’s son, the subduer 
of focs and a great bowman, pierced him 
in return as if smiling, G Bharata, with 


ten arrows “with heads like the 

calf’s tooth. oi rete) 
16. by Suta’s son in con~ 

tempt the hty-armed heroe was | 

up with anger like fire with oblation. 


17. Then stretching his huge bow made _ 
of gold he set sharp arrows capable of | 
breaking down the mountains, arises ‘Ani 
18. With a view to kill the Suta’s args 
drew his bow to its fullest stretch 


charged that fatal shaft as the rod of the 
destroyer himself, PA ae ate ee: a 
a Sa tes * 


+ ne 














‘ - 19. Discharged with great 


_ OUS arrows, 
_ Nalika, Nis 


Sf way ear 


velocity and 
making a sound like that of a thunderbolt 
the arrow suddenly pierced the great car- 
warrior Karna on his left side. ° 

20. Greatly assailed by the violence of 
that spike the powerful Karna, with weak- 
ed: limbs, swooned away on his car his bow 
dropping from his hand. 

2t. Seeing Karna in that state the huge 
army of Dhritarashtra’s son exclaimed C ! 
and alas! and the faces of all the warriors 
became pale. 

22. QO monarch, witnessing the power 
of their king the Pandava atmy sent up 
leonine roars and cries of joy. 

23. Regaining his sense in no time the 
dreadful son of Radha made up his mind to 
kill Yudhishthira. ree 


& as: 

24. Drawing his dr w made of 
gold, Vijaya, the vailant, ta, began 
to resist Pandu’s son with p arrows, 


25. Then with two. razors he killed in 
that battle Chandradeva and Dandadhara, 
the two Panchala princes who guarded the 
wheels of the bigh-souled (Pandu king). 

26. Each of those heroes stood by Vud- 
hishthira’ shining like the constellation 
Punarvasti by the side of the moon. 

72. Vudhistithira again struck Karna 
with thirty arrows. He pierced Sushena 
and Satyasena each with three arrows. 

28. He also struck every one of Karna’s 
body guards with three straight arrows. 

29. Then laughing and shaking his bow 
the son of Adhiratha wounded the king's 
body with a Bhalla, then pierced him with 
sixty arows and then sent up a loud war- 
ery. 

0. Then to rescue the king many lead- 
ing Pandava warriors fell upon Karna in 
reat anger and began to assail“iim with 
their arrows. ; . 
© 3133. Satwaki, Chekitana, Yayutshu, 
Shikhandin, the sons of Draupadi, the 
Prabhadrakas, the twins, Bhimasena, 
Shishupala, the Karushas, the Matsyas, 
the Vhuras, the Kaikayas the Kashis and 


the Koshalas, all ep teuaheremt tie a 


active warriors assailed Vashusenay 


aaron Pere . Janamejaya thee. struck 


Karna var , 4s 
dacs Pie Reais vit a arts 
allr u im with vari- 
ws, such as atgh cared, Narachas, 
Calf-toothed, Vipata, razor 
other weapons,ghariots 


av 





"Thus assailed on all sides by the 
‘hy a im warriors Karna invoked 


: 
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the assistance of the Brahma weapon and 
filled all the quarters with his arrows. 
. 37» Like burning fire having arrows for 
its scorching flame Karna fought on con- 
fuming that forest of Pandava troops. 

38. Aiming some powerful weapons and 
laughing the noble Karna, the staat bow- 
man, sundered the bow of that best of men, 
Yudhishthica. ; x6 


39 Vhereupon aiming ninety straight 
arrows within the twinkling of an eye Karna 
eut off, with those sharp arrows, the armour 
of his antagonist, 

40. Made of gold and set with jewels 
that armour looked beautiful as if it fell 
down like the cloud driven by the wind and 
smitten by the rays of the sun., 


41. The armbur, adorned with jewels 
fallen off the body of that foremost of men, 
appeared like the sky in the night bespang- 
led with stars. 4 

42. Having his armour sundered with 

those arrows the son of Pritha covered with 
blood, hurled in anger at the son of Adhi- 
ratha a dart made of iron. 
43. He too cut of that (dart) shining in 
e sky with seven arrows; sundered with 
rifts by that great bowman it reached the 
earth, 

44. Then striking Karna with four 
lances on his two'arms, forehgad and chest 
Yudhishthira again and again sent up loud 
shouts. 

45... Theu blood gushed out from Karna 
wounds, Then filled with anger breath- 
ing like a snake he cut “olf his enemy's 
standard and struck Pandava with three 
Bhallas. He also cut off his two quivers 
and car into pieces. ) 

4. Riding on‘ the car drawn by horses 
white as teeth and havirg black hairs which 
used to bear Partha the king fled away 
from the battle-field. 

47+ Unable to stand before Karna thus 
did the son of Pritha, with his charioteer 
Parshia slain, cheerlessly fly away. 

48.e Pursuing him and holding him with 
his hand, the son ef Radha, O king, said, 
smiling and censuring the son of Pandu, 

49. “In what family are you born ?, You 
are to observe the duties of a Kshatriya, 
Why do you lea¥e the battle-field in haste, 
to save your life? 

50. Methinks, you do not know the 
duties of a Kshatriya. Endued with Brahma 
force, you are better fitted for the study 
of the Vedas and sacrificial rites. 

51. Do not, O son of Kunti, fight again. 
Do not approach heroes and use sh 


yy. 
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words towards them and do not go to great 
battles.”” aie 


52. Having said this and left off the son 
of Pritha the highly powerful Karna began 
to slay Pandava like the holder of thunder: 
bolt, the army of Asuras, k 


MAHABHARATA, 


expansive: 
sembling the lotus or the moon, | 

68. People heard on the earth as well as 
in the sky¢aoise proceedin » from the singing 
and music of the band of Apsaras going 
in celestial cars, » i =r 


$9) Beuts fh 


53. Then the king Yudhishthira,O king, |) 69. Having placed! on their cars thou- 


took to his heels quickly in great shame. + ; 


54. Seeing the king take to his heels, 
the Chedis, the Pandavas, the Panchalas 
and the powerful éar-warrior Satyaki, 
heroic sons of Draupadi and the twin sons 
of Madri followed him of eternal glory. 


55. Thereupon beholding the retreat of 
the army of Yudhishthira the heroes pursu- 
ed them in great delight. 


56. Then, there arose the leonine shout 
of the sons of Dhritarashtra accompanied 
by the sound of bugles, conch, Mridangas 
and the twang of bows, 


q 
57. Getting apon quickly the car of } and friends 


Srutakirti, Yudhishthira- began to: witness 
the prowess of Karna. 


58. Then beholding his own army slain 


went on. 4 ‘ 
70. Beholding that wonderful spectacle 


sands of heroes slain ' battle the Apsaras 
hi rine t 


the | the heroes, desirous of attaining to heaven, 


quickly and delightedly killed one another. 

71. In that battle the car-warriors fought 
wondrously with car-warriors, the infantry 
with infantry, the elephants with elephants 
and horses with horses. 






2. When the battle, destructive of ele- 
ierndi ho on |men, thus raged on the 
eld was € d with dust raised by 

the then killed enemies 


Then there took place a skirmish 
destructive of life and sins—the warriors 
dragging one another by their locks, biting 


the pious king Yudhishthira said to his own |"one another with their teeth, tearing one 


warriors ‘‘Kill them; why do you sit idle?’ 
59. Thereupon obtaining the commarii 


of the king all the mighty car-warriors of 


the Pandavas headed by Bhimasena rushed 
upon your sons. 


60. O Bharata, then there arose a great 
tumult of the warriors, chariots, elephants, 
«horses, infantry and weapons, 


61. ‘Rise, strike, face the foe” uttering 
those words tke warriors killed one another 
in that great battle. 


62. On account of the shBwers of arrows 
discharged by thema shadow as that of 
clouds seemed to spread over the field 
abounding in best of men killing those 
weaker than they, | . 


°63. Deprived of their standards, flags, 
umbrellas, horses, drivers, weapons, arms, 
and other limbs, the kings, weakened, fell 
down on earth. 


64. Resembling mountain summits, the 
best of elephants with their drivers Slain, 
e down like mountains clapped by thunder- 

olt. ca eke 


another with their nails and striking one 
another with their clenched fists and fight- 


’ ing with one another with bare arms, 


74- As that battle, destructive of ele- 
phants, horses and men, raged on fiercely 
a river of blood flew from the bedies of men, 
horses and elephants. 


75. That stream carried away many 
bodies of men, horses and elephants that 
fell there. 


76. In that huge army abounding in 
men, horses and elephants, the river, formed 
by the blood of men,” horses and elephancs, 
became miry with flesh and that highly ter~ 
rible river, striking terror into the timid, 
carried away the bodies of men, horses and 
elephants. es 

77. Some, desirous of ‘victory, crossed it. 
Some plur into its depths and some rose 
above its surface. 

78. Theirlimbs, weapons and robes be~ 
came all besmeared with blood. O fore- 
most of Bharatas, some. bathed in it, some 
drank its tiquids 


wal 
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65. With their armours, and other eqiip- 79- We saw the horses, men, ele- 


ments torn and shattered’ thousands of 
horses and warriors fell down, = 


66. . There fell_in battle thgusands of 
foot soldiers with their limbs wounded by 
weapons and deprived by hostile comba- 
tants of their elephants, horses and cars. 


67. ‘The earth was covered all over with |. 


heads of heroes, dreadful in ‘battle, with 


phants, armours, ornaments, robes, coats 
of mail, earth, «aoa heaven all well-nigh 
besmeared with blood, 


= x 
80, 


With the 
the exceedingly redness of the blood and 
its gushing sound almost all the warriors 
became very cheerless. 


81. The Pandava heroes headed by 
ann io" 2 


ers 





eyes and with faces re+ | 





smell, the touch, the taste 


| 


OG foe 


4 


7 





_ their attack, the army of yourgons, O king, . 


“Gpdina oot eh he 


Bhimasena and Satyaki once more fell im- 
petuously upon the army aleady beaten. 


"82. Beholding the irrepressible force of 


turned their back. 
_. 83--84.. With armours and coats of mail, 


Saplacees weapons and bows loosened frem _ 


their hands, your army, abounding in cars, 
horses, elephants and men, fled away in all 
directions, being agitated by the enemy as 
a herd of elephants in the forest is afflicted 
by lions, 

Thus ends the forty.ninth chapter, the 
combat fight in the Karna Parva. 





CHAR 
(KARNA P, 


Sanjaya said:— 

1—2. Beholding the Pandava troops 
rush upon your army, O monarch, Duryo- 
dhana checked his soldiers on all sides, 
O best of Bharatas. Although your son 
O king, cried at the top of his voice still 
his flying troops refused to stop. 

3. hen one andthe other wing of the 
army, and Shakuni, the son of Suvala and 
the Kauravas well-armed fell upon Bhima 
in battle. ; 

» 4. \ Beholding the army of Dhritarashtra, 
with all the kings flying Karna said to the 
king of Madras, ‘Proceed towards the car 
of Bhima.” : 

5. Thus accosted by Karna, the king of 


inned, 


Madras urged those best of horses of the | 


color of swans to where Vrikodara was, 
6, Thus urged by Salya, the ornament 
of battle those horses, eens the 
chariot of Bhimasena, mingled in battle, 
_ 7» Seeing Karna approach Bhima too 
was filled with anger and made up his 
mind to killhim, te Se 
_ 8. He then said to the heroic Satyaki 
and Dhristadyumna, the son of Prishata :— 
**You two protect the. pi ing Yudhis- 
thira. With great « escaped 
a perilous situation in my pr: . 

‘ my. very eyes the wicked son 
-king’s armour and 


_ robes for the gratification of Duryodhana. 





af 


so. I shall go t8-day to the end of that 
O son of Prishata. I shall either 

in battle Karna or he will kill 
a dreadful encounter. 1 tell yon 


: 


¥ 


i 


with 


cake ‘To-day. I make over the king to you 
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sue 
e 


as a sacred trust ; do you all, shaking off 
lethargy, address yourselves to protect him. 


12. Having said these words and made 
all the quarters resound with a loud and 
leonine shout the mighty-armed Bhima 
proceeded towards Adhiratha's son. 


13. Beholding Bhima, who takes delight 
in battle, advance quickly, the king of 
Madras said to the charioteer's*son. 


Salya said :— 

14. Behold, O Karna, the large-armed 
gon of Pandu, worked up with anger. For- 
sooth he wishes to discharge at you his 
anger, accumulated for a long time. 

15. O Karna, this form of his, I had 
never seen before even on the destruction 
of Abhimanyg: and the Rakshasa Ghatot- 
kacha, 

16. He bears such a form, burning like 
the fire of dissolution, as *it appears that 
he, when angered, is capable of resisting the 
three worlds. 


Sanjaya said :— 
17. O king, while the son of Radha 


thus said to the king of Madras, Vriko- 
dara, burning with anger, approached 


* Karna, 


18. Beholding Bhima, who takes delight 
in battle thus approach the son of Radha, 
as if smiling, said to Salya. 


19. ‘O king of Madras, what you have 
said to me to-day regarding Bhimasenagis 
all true; there is no doubt about it. 


20. ‘This Vrikodara is heroic, brave and 
wrathful. He does not care for any while 
protecting body and is superior to all in 
vital strength, 


21. While living secreily in the dity of 
Nirata, he depending merely on the strength 
of his own arms, sew secretly, to satisfy 
Draupadi, Kichaka with all his relations. 

22, He to-day stands at the head of the 
battle, clad in mail and is beside himself 
with anger. He is ready to engage in battle 


with the destroyer armed with uplifted 
mece. 
23. 1 have cherished this desire. all 


through my life that either I shall kill 
Arjuna or Arjuna will kill me. 


24—~25. at desire of mine may be ful- 
filled to-day on account of my encounter 
with Bhima. If! kill Bhima or overpower 
him Pastha may come against me. That 
will be good for me. Decide without any 
delay what you think proper for the mo- 
ment. 

26--27. Hearing these words of the 
highiy energetic son of Radha Salya re- 


\ 


Io2 


= ; 
£0, --"'O heroe, proceed against the 
vighly powerful Bhimasena. Having over- 
powered him you may then obtain Phal- 
gua. 


28. Your determination, your long- 
cherished desire, O Karna, will be accom- 
plished to-day. 1 tell you the truth. 


.. Thus accosted Karna. once more 
said to Satya, “ Either I will kill Arjuna 
in battle or he will killme. Givng your 
heart to battle, proceed [where Vrikodara 
“. 

30. Then, O king, Salya ame: went 
on his car where that great bowman Bhima, 
was engaged in belabouring your army. 


31. Then there arose, O king, the sound 
of trumpets and drums when Karna and 
Bhima met. t 


32. Worked up with anger the powerful 
Bhimasena began to rout your army, whom 
it is so difficult (0 vanquish, with his sharp 
atid polished arvowS. 

33. O monarch, that encounter between 
Bhima and Karna in battle became dread- 
ful and the noise thereof was tremendous, 

34. Beholding Bhima approach towards 
him, Karna, otherwise called Vaikartana or 


Vrisha, filled with anger, struck him on the: 


chest with an arrow. 


35. Once more the highly energetic 
Karna covered him with a shower of ar- 
rows. ‘Ihus strick by the charioteer’s son 
Bhima two enshrouded him with Narachas. 


“36. With nine sharp and bent arrows 
he struck Karna who again cut off his bow 
in twain with winged arrows, 


37+ Sundering his bow Nagonce more 
struck him on the chest with a highly keen 
arrov’ capable of cutting off all kinds of 
arms. 


ral 

38. Then, O king, taking up another 

bow, Bhima, who knew where the vital 

parés are, pierced the son of the charioteer 
to the very vitals with sharpened arrows. 


39. Then Karta struck him with twenty- 
five arrows like a hunter striking a proud 
and infuriate elephant in the forest with a 
nutaber of blazing brands, 


. ne 


40--41. Thereupon with his linvbs man- 
gled vy arrows, beside himself with anger 
and his eyes reddened with pride and ire 
the son of Pandu set on his bow a highly 
impetuous and excellent arrow le of 
bearing a heavy strain and rivjng the 
mountains. 


42. mea a with great force his bow 
to his cars the Maruti (Bhima), filled with 
anger and desirous of slaying Karna dis- 
charged it, 
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43. Discharged by the powerful Bhimay. 
that arrow, making a sound like that of a 
thunderbolt, struck Karna in that battle 
like the thunderbolt itself clapping a moun- 
tain. ~ Eee : : 

44. © descendant of Kuru, thus struck. 
by Bhimsena, the Commander Suta’s son 
sat down senseless on the terrace of his 
car. 


45. Beholding the Suta’s son insensible 
the king of Madras carried him away on 
his car trom the battle-field. ; 

46. After Karna’s defeat Bhima began 
to belabour the huge army of Dhartarashtra 
like India routing the Danavas. 

Thus ends the fiftieth chapter the defeat 
of Karna in Karna Parva, 






R LIL 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhristarashtra said :— \ : 

1. Highly difficult was this . feat per 
formed by Bhima, O Sanjaya, by which the 
mighty-armed Karna was caused to lie 
wn on his car, 


2. ‘ There is Karna who alone will kill 
the Pandava along with Srinjayas”—This 
my son Duryodhana oftentimes said to me, 


3. Beholding the son of Radha wvan- 
quished by Bhimsena in battle what did my 
son Duryodhana do afterwards ? 


Sanjaya said:— — 

Seeing Karana’s retreat in that great 
battle, your son, O king, said to his own 
brothers. 

5. ‘* May good betide you! Go guickl 
and rescue the son of Radha who *y esd 
ged into tfie fathomless calamity conse- 
quent upon the fear of Bhimasena.” oo 
are Bn naar tel a the kin 
those princes, worked — with anger an 
desirous of killing ctnasens, debhakees 
towards him like a swarni of insects,towatds 
a blazing fire. = 5) 

7—8. They were Srutarvan, Durddhara 
Kratha, Vivitsu, Vikata, Soma, Nishangin, | 
Kavachin, Pastiin, Upanedaka 

ha, i= hu, FL ’ Su- 
varchas, Dhan , Durmada, Jalasan- 
dha, Shala and J SSA E TS Y tet eect 4) 

9. Encircled by lafge car-force, those 
highly energetic and powerful — pri \ 
approaehed Bhimasena and acrochdied Sime 
on all sides, ~ : aly ri 

1o—it, They discharged at him from pa hie 
all sides showers of arrows of various sorts. 


-Nawa, 
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Thus assailed by them, O king, the highly} 28. Then covering the mighty cat-war- 
powerful Bhima, soon killed fifty leading | rior Karna with a slower of arrows in 
car-warriors and five hundred from amongst | return before the very eyes of the Kauravas 
your sons who fell upon him. @ © * Bhima sent up a Joud war-cry. ee 
+12. Worked up with anger, Bhima, O 29. ‘Then worked up with anger Karna 
king, with a Bhalla, cut off the head of | grasped his bow very strongly and struck 
Vivitsu, adorned with ear-rings and acrown | Bhima with ten Kanka-feathered arrows 
anda face resembling the full-moon, ‘hus | whetted on stone. With another sharp 
cut off the prince fell down on earth. Bhalla he cut off Bhima’s bow. * 

13. Beholding their heroic brother slain 30. Then taking upa dreadful Parigha: 
your other sons, from all sides, rushed upon | adorned with gold “resembling the rod of 
the terribly powerful Bhima. death the mighty-armed Bhima, with a 

14. With two Bhallas Bhima killed two view to kill Karna, hurled it at him mak- 
other sons of yours in that great battle. IN agreat, roar. 

15.. Then Vikata and Saha, looking like gt. Then the serpentine arrow Karna 


two celestial youths, fell dow on earth sundered into pieces Parigha that was 


like a couple of trees uprooted by a.tem- | About to fall making a sound like that of a 
pest. ee” thunderbolt. 


$6.0; Thetioin: -# 32. Then taking up a bow with grim 







patched Kratha to t Yama with | grasp Bhima, the grinder ofenemies, cover- 
a long keen arrow. — ed of life that | €¢ Karna with arrows. , f 
_ Prince fell down on earth. | 33. Then there took place a dreadful 


encounter between Karna and Bhima desir- 
ous of discomfiting each other every 
mornent like that between Hari and Indra. 


18. When your army was once more} 34, thereupon O_ king, deawing firmly 
agitated Bhima sent Nanda and Upananda |g'® is ear the bow Karna struck Bhima 
in that great battle to the abode of thw? with three arrows, 

Regent of death. . 35: Then pierced by Karna the great 

19. Beholding Bhimasena in battle be- bowman, the foremost of the strong, took 
have like the Destroyer himself at the end be a dreadful arrow capable of piercing 
of Yuga your sons, worked up greatly with KKarna's body. 
fear, took to their heels. 

20. Seeing those sons of yours thns slain 
Karna once more urged on his swan-like 
horses to where that son of Pandu was. 

21, The horses, driven by the king of ‘ i 
Madras, approached quickly the car of | 4 mountain at the time of earth-quake. 
Bhimasena and entered into battle. 38. ‘Thereupon O great king, filled With 
22. The encounter, © king, that anger and revenge Sarna discharged 


17. O king, when those your heroic sons, 
reat bowmen, were being thus killed people 
gan to send loud cries of lamentations, 


* 36. Piercing his coat of mail and bodp 
O king, that arrow entered into the earth 
like a snake entering into a noble-hill. 

37. Then with that heavy stroke Karna 
trembled on bis car, as if bewildered like 


more took place between Karna ad Bhima, | twenty-five Narachas dt Bhima, 
was highly dceadful and fierce aud accom- 39. With one arrow he then cut ff 
panid by a loud noise. pank 1O.s Biuma's standard, and with another Bhalla 
23. Seeing, O king, those. two. powerful | be despatched Bhima’s driyer to the abode 
car-warriors near each ather |. became | of Yama. 
curious to observe the course of fight, 
24. Then boasting of his power in battle, 
O king, Bhima covered Karna with Nara- 
cha in the presence of your sows 5 
“a5. ‘Then Karna, a master of best wea- 
“pons, vorteed dip eitte anger, struck Karna 
with nine Bhallas purely made of iron, 


26: Thus st by Karna the highly 
powerful and mighPaemed Bhima eaek 
his anta nist in with seven arrows 


shot off his bow-string drawn to his ear. 

‘27. Then sighing like a serpent of dead- 

+, vendm, O king, Karna covered the son 
pf Pandu with a thick shower of arrows, 


* 


40." Then quickly sea 2 off his bow 
witlt another winged arrow Karna deprived 
Bhima of dreadiul feats of his car. 

41.. O best of Bharatas, deprived of his 
car the mighty-armed Bhima, who resem- 
bled the it Ba took up a mace and 
jumped down Irom his excellent car. 

42. Jumping down furiously from his 
car Bing began to (kill your troops, O 
king, like the wind destroying the autamnal 
clouds. 

43: Suddenly the son of Pandu, the con- 
sumer of enemies worked up with anger, 
dispersed seven hundred elephants with 


win oe 
meee 


\ 
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tusks as large as plough-sliares and all 
skilled in smiting hostile soldiers. 


44. The powerful heroe, conversant with 
vital parts, “killed all those elephants strik- 
ing them on their temples, frontal globes | 
eyes and in parts above the gums, 


45. Then filled with fear those animals 
ran away. But again urged on by their 
drivers tt ey*surrounded Biimasena like the 
clouds covering the sun, 


46 Like Indra, striking down mountains 
with his thunderbolt Bhinsa, with his mace, 
struck down those seven hundred elephants 
with their riders, weapons and standards. 


47. Then the son of Kunti, the subduer 
of foes, struck down fifty two highly power- 
ful elephants belonging to the son of 
Suvala. ® 


48. Then scorching your army the 
Pandava killed, in battle, a hundred of cars, 
and hundreds of pewerful foot soldiers, 


49. Scorched by the sun and the high- 
sowed Bhima your army began to shrink 
like a piece of leather spread over a fire. 


50. O foremost of Bharatas, filled with 
anxiety consequent upon the fear of Bhima, 
your troops avoided him and fled away in 
all directions, 


5t. ‘Then five hundred car-warriors, clad 
in excellent coats of mail, fell upou Bhinaa 
with loud shouts discharging a shower of 
arrows on all sides, 


° 
‘52, Like Vishnu killing the demons 
Bhima, with his mace, destroyed those 
valiant warriors, with their drivers, cars, 
banners, standardS and weapons. 


53. Then three thousand cavalry led by 
Sakuni, held in esteem by all brave men 
and armed with darts, swords and lances, 
dashed on the great Bhima. 


54. Advancing impetuously towards them 
and coursing in various ways that slayer of 
foes killed them with his mace, 


55. While they wete thus being assailed 
by Bhima loud sounds arose among them 
like those from among a herd of elephants 
struck with a large piece of rock. e 


56. Having killed those three thousand 
excellent horses of Suvala’s son in that way 
he rode upon another car and worked up 
with anger proceeded against the, son of 
Radha. 


57. Karna too, O king, covered with 
arrows in battle Dharma’s son, th@ subduer 
of foes.and struck down his charioteer. 


58. Beholding him thus fly away Smeg 
in battle the mighty car-warrior arna 
ursued him shooting staight Kanka 
eathered arrows. 


| Radha, the subdver 


d 
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59- Covering the earth and sk 
arrows, the son of the wind-God <— . 
covered him with a shower of arrows while 
he pursued the king. ‘ : 


60. Then quickly returning, son of | 
of se Wh a 


Bhima on all sides with sharpened arrows. — 

6t. Then placing Niskee on the side of 

Bhima’s car, O were a hag highly energe- 
1 


tic Satyaki began to afflict Karna who ‘was 
in front of Bhima. 


62—63. Though. greatly assailed by 
Satyaki Karna still approached Bhima ; 
approaching each other, those two best of 
archers, the two highly energetic heroes, 
appeared highly resplendant as they dis- 
charged arrows at each other. 


64. Spread t y them, O king, in the sky” 
those arrows, as the backs of crane, 
looked exceedin; and terrible. 


65. On account of those thousands of 
arrows, O king, neither the rays of the sun 


| nor the cardinal quarters could be seen 


either by ourselves or by the enemy. 


“66. ‘The fierceness of the sun's rays bur+ 
ing at midday was removed by ‘those thick 


showers of arrows discharged by Karna 
* Phd the son of Pandu. 
67. Beholding the son of Suvala, 


Kritavarma, Drona’s son, Adhiratha’s son 
and Kripa flight with the Pandavas the 
Karuvas tallied and came back to the 
battle, 


68. O king, the army, dashing impe- 
tuously against the enemies, caused a 


| tumult resembling the terrible noise made 


by many oceans swollen with rams, 

69, Furiously engaged in fight the two 
armies became filled with delight as the 
warriors saw and seized one another, 


70. When fight thet wad at - hich as 
they engaged in fight.the like of w vas 
never scen or heard of before. : 

9%: division, meeting roe 
another such, rushed upon it with impes 
tuousity like a huge coltection of water ma 22 
= towards the ocean. 

The din, caused vlapiaheteaib acme 
as yn r at each other, was loud and 
deep like | which is heard: when, several 
oceans mingle with one another... ot 

73. ‘That the two furious armies; ap+— 
Pare one another, formed one mass — 


ke two furious rive.s. pat run see. Ast 
oth cr. a 
74. Then a dreadful enikeniits tole 


place between the Kurus and Pandavas elt i 
were actuated. by. he cin of. gainii 
glory, thi me Hon Tis $ Ee > 
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Variegated with flesh and blood the earth 
appeared as if decked with goid, 

10-11. Large numbers of heads, cut off 
drom trunks, and arms and thighs, and ear- 
tings and other ornaments stripped off the 
bodies of the warriors, collars, cuirasses, 
bodies of brave bowmen, coats of mail and 
banners, lay scattered on the earth. 

12. O king, the elephants approaching 
other elephants tore one another with their 
tusks. Strack with the tusks of assailing 
elephants they looked beautiful. 

13. Bathed in blood those huge creatures 
looked resplendent like moving hills covered 
with metals and streams of liquid chalk. 

14. Many of them seized the lances 
hurled by horsemen whilst others broke 
and twisted them. 

15. Many huge elephants, with their 
armours cut off with arrows, looked like 
mountains divested of clouds at the approach 
of the winter. 

16. Many leading elephants, struck with 
gold-winged arrows, looked beautiful, like 
mountains whose summits are lighted witl1 
torches. 

37. Struck by their antagonists some of 
these creatures, huge as hills, fell down in 
battle like winged mountains, 

18. Others, afflicted with artows and 
much pained by the wound, fell down of the 
earth in that dreadful encounter with their 
frontal globes or the parts between theit* ~ 
tusks. 

19. Others roared like ligrs, And many 
emitting terrible sounds ran hither and 
thither, and many, O king, uttered cries of 
pain, F 
20. Horses, adorned with golden trapp- 
ings™killed by arrows, fe]i down or became 
weak or ran in all directions. 

21. Others, wounded with arrows of 
dragged, fell down on the earth making 
diverse kinds of motion in agony. 

22—2g: Men also slain fell down on the 
earth uttering many cries. Many beholding 
their ‘elatives, fathers, grand-fathers,— 
while others, seeing their retreating enemies 
called one another by their own and their 
family names, 


24. Cut off by&nemies, the arms of many 
warriors adorned with golden ornaments 
fell down on ghe earth and writhed in agony. 


25. Thousands of such arms fell down on 
the earth and sprang up, and many seemed 
to dart forward like five-headed snakes. 


58. O descendant of Bharata, as those 
Warriors called one another by name a 
regular confusion of voices was heard. | 

76. In that battle, his ant#yonist was 
made to hear by a heroe whatever matter 
of tidicule he had of his father, mother, 
‘conduct or character. 

77. Bebolding those heroes reviling one 
another in battle, O king, I thought that the 
lease of their life had run out. 

78. Beholding the bodies of those highly 
energetic and wrathful heroes my mind was 
possessed by great fear, and IL thought, 
‘what will become of them ?” 

79. Then, O king, the mighty car- 
warriors, Pandavas and Kauravas, began 
to pierce one another with sharpened 
arrows. aa / 

Thus ends the fifty first. chapter, the con« 
fused fight inthe Karna Parva, : 
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CHAPTER LIl. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Conitinued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Desirous of slaying one another and 
chevishing hatered, the Kshatriyas, O mon- 
arch, killed one another in battle. 

2. Cars, horses, men and elephants, O 
monarch, in farge numbers, encountered 
One another on all sides. 

3. We saw the falling maces, Pariyhas, 
Kunapas, lances, arrows and rockets dis- 
charged at one another in that terrible 
encounter. 

4. Dreadful showers of arrows shot 
through like locusts. 

5. Elephants struck elephants) horses 
routed horses and the car-warriors fought 
with car-warriors. ; 

6. There fought foot-soldiers with foot- 
soldiers, and the infantry with the cars and 
elephants and horsemen and elephants with 
the three other kinds of forces. They began 
to crush,O monarch, and griud one another. 

7. On account of those combatants stril- 
ing one another and shouting at the top of 
their voices, {the battle-field becanie awe- 
ful, resembling the slaughter ground of 
cfeatures. a | 

8, Covered with blodd, the earth looked 
like a vast plain in the season of rains 
covered with red coccinella. 

_g. The earth assumed, as it were, the 
form of a youthful maiden of great beauty 
clad in white tobes dyed with deep red, 


14 


26. O king, those arms, resembling the 
bodies of serpents, pasted with gold and 


~«<.rose on all sides. 


\ 


_besmeared with blood, appeared like little 
mountains. 


27. When such a dreadful battle raged 
on all sides, people not knowing themselves 
killed one another. ? 


28, When everything was covered with 
dust raised by the weapons, they, O king, 
could not recognise who were their own, and 
who were'their enemies. 


29. Then there took place a dreadful 
encounter and there flew a river of blood 
striking terror unto all. 


go. It was filled with heads forming 
the rocks, The hairs of the warriors form- 
ed the floating weeds and mosses. Bones 
formed the fishes; and bows, arrows and 
cng formed the rafts by which to cross 
them. c 


31. Flesh and blood formed their mire. 
Thus dreadful and terrible rivers, with 
re swelled, by blood, were formed 
there. 


32. They struck terror unto the timid 
and increased the joy of the brave. Those 
awful rivers led to the abode of Yama, 
And many plunged into those rivers strilk~ 
ing terror unto the Kshatriyas and died. 


33. O best of men, om account of many 
carnivorous animals emitting yells on all 
sides the battle field became terrible, like 
the territory of the Regent of the Dead, 


34. And innumberable, headless trunks 
And many terrible 
creatures eating flesh and drinking blood 
and fat began to dance around, 


35. And gratified with fat, marrow and 
flesh crows, vultures and cranes were seen 
to move about in delight. 

°36. The heroes, however, O king, shak- 

ing off fear and observing the warrior’s 
vow, fearlessly did their duty. 
«37+ On that field where innumerable 
arrows andd arts passed through the air and 
where various carnivorous animals in large 
numbers and “the brave warriors armed 
moved about displaying their powers, 

38—39. They called out one anotker by 
their own and aay / names. And many 
taking the names of their fathers and fami- 
lies began to assail one another with darts, 
lances and battle axes, 

go. In that onset the “Kuru army be- 
came divested of its!strength and unable to 
stand any longer like a ship foyndered on 
the bosom of the ocean. 

Thus ends the P Adin ‘stine chapter, the 
thick fight in the Karna Parva, 
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CHAPTER LIII. 
if (KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— | 
t. While that war, destructive of the 


Kshatriyas, raged on, the dreadful twang of 
the Gandiva bow was heard, O Sire. 


z. O king, there the son of Pandu 
brought about the destruction of the Sam- 
saptakas, the Kosalas and the army of 
Narayana. 


3. The Samsaptakas’too, desirous of ac- 
quiring victoryyand worked up with rage, 
made a downpour of their arrows from all 
sides on the head of Partha, 


4. That ‘shower of arrows, O king, the 

werful Arjuna soon checked and plunging 
into battle destroyed many leading car- 
warriors. 

5. Having assailed the car-warriors 
with Kanka-feathered and sharp arrows, 
Partha approached the mighty car-warrior, 


-Susharma, 


6. ‘Fhat foremost of car-warriors made 
a downpour of arrows, and the Samsaptakas 


‘too covered Partha with their shafts, 


y. Thereupon, Susharma having pierced 
Partha with {ten quick-coursing arrows 
struck Janarddana on his right arm with 
three arrows. Then with another Bhalla 
he struck down his standard. 


8. That huge monkey, created by 
Vishwakarma, O king, being terrified emit- 
ted a tremendows roar. 

9. Hearing the'roar of the monkey, your 
army was agitated. And possessed by ter- 
rible fear they became inactive. 


10, Becoming. inactive, O king, that 
army loqked like the garden of Chitraratha 
filled with various flowers, 

tr. Then regaining their consciousness, 
O foremost of Kurus, your soldiers made 


-a downpour of arrows on Arjuna like clouds 


on a mountain. 


12. They, then, all surrounded the huge 
car of Pandava, And then assailing him 
with sharpened arrows they, desirous of 
killing him, began to emit terrific cries. 

13. Then assailing with great:vehemence 
his Kicoane the hans of his a8 as well as 
his car, O sire, they began to send up 
leonine rears. s 

14. Some among them seized the long 
arms of Kesava and others seized Arjuna 
who was on his car. : 


15. Then shaking his arms on the field 


| of battle eshava struck down all of them 


fixe an elephant assailing other leading ele- 
phants. 

16. Surrounded by those mighty car- 
warriors, and, beholding his car assailed 
and thus Keshava attacked, Partha, boiling 
with rage, overthrew a large number of car- 
warriors and foot-soldiers. 

17, He then covering all those warriors, 
who were near him, with arrows, worthy of 
a close thus contest addressed, Keshava :— 

18. ‘Behold, O Krislina, O you of long 
arms, those numberless Samsaptakas, bent 
upon a dreadful feat, are killed by 
thousands. 

19. O foremost of Yadus, there is none 
on earth, save myself who is capable of 
bearing such a close attack on his car.” 

20. Having said this Viblatsu blew his 
Devadatta conch and Krishna his Pancha. 
=. filling the earth and sky with the 

are, 

21. Hearing that sound the army of the 
Samsaptakas began to tremble and were 
filled with fear. 

22. O monarch, then repeatedly invok- 
ing the Naga weapon, Paridava, the slayers 
of hostile heroes, tied down their legs. 

23. When they were thus bound do 
by the high-souled son of Pandu, O king, 
they became inactive like horses and dogs, 

24. Then the son of Pandu began to slay 
all those inactive warriors as Indra killed 
the Asuras in the days of yore in his en- 
counter with Taraka. 

25. They, thus being slaughtered in 
battle, began to leave the best of cars and 
throw off all their weapons. i 

26, Having their legs bound down they 
could make no effort, O king. Then Partha 
slew them all,with his straight arrows. 


27. All those warriors, agaifst whom 
Partha tary his weapon of tying legs, 
were encircled by serpents in battle. 


28. Then beholding his army thus bound 
down, O king, the mighty  car-warrior 
Susharma speedily invoked his Sauparna 
weapon, 

29. Then numerous vultures began 
to come down and devour snakes. Then, 
O king, beholding those birds the serpents 
began to fly away. 


30. Freed from that foot-tra ping wea 
aroha looked 


the Samsap! @ monarch, 
e the sun giving rays unto all creatures 
| freed from clouds. 


31. Thus freed, the warriors once more 
discharged their arrows and weapons at 
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Arjuna’s car. And all of them pierced 
Partha with numerous weapons. 

32. Cutting off with his own arrows the 
brightly weapons showered on him, Vasava's 
son, the slayer of hostile heroes, began to 
kill those warriors. f 

33. Thereupon Susharma, QO king» 
struck Arjuna to his very vitals with arrowS 
and three weapons, . 

34. Deeply wounded and feeling great 

ain Arjuna sunk down on the terrace of 
his car. Then all the soldiers cried aloud 
Partha is killed, 

35. Then there arose the blare of conch, 
the profuse sound of bugles, and many 
other musical instruments, and the leonine 
roars of the warriors. 

36. Then gegaining his’ consciousness 
the highly energetic Arjuna of white 
steeds and with Krishna for his charioteec, 
quickly discharged the Aindra weapon. 

37: Thereupon, thousands of arrows 
were seen on all sides which killed the kings 
and elephants, Thousands of horses and 
cars were also destroyed by those weapons. 

38- The army being thus slaughtered 
they were possessed by terrible fear. 


#” +» 39. O descendant of Bharata, there was 


no man amongst the Samsaptakas and 
Gopalas who could withstand Arjuna. 

4o. There in the very presence of all 
the heroes Arjuna began lo destroy your 
army. Beholding that slaughter all of them 


were petrified and could not display theif 


prowess, 

41. Having killed ten élfousand warriors 
in that battle the son of Pandu shone like 
the blazing fire without smoke, 

42. He then killed fourteen thousand 
warriors, Ayuta cars and three thou- 
sail elephants, 4 

43. Then the Samsaptakas surrounded 
Dhananjaya determined upon either gath- 
ing victory or meeting with death, 

44. Then there took place a dreadful 
encounter between your army, O king, and 


.the heroic, diadem-decked son of Pandu. 


Thus ends the fifty third chapter in 


Karna Parva, 
4 
CHAPTER LIV. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— ef 
12. Beholding the Kuru army afflic- 
ted with the fear of Pandu’s son and sinking 
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fike a boat foundered in the océan, Krita- 
. varma, Kripa, Drona’s son, Suta’s son, 
Ulaka, Suvala’s son Shakuni and the 
king himself with his brother, came to their 
rescue, 


3- Then there took place an encounter 
for the time being capable of striking 
terror unto the timid and increasing the 
delight of the heroes. 


4. The downpour of arrows made by 
Kripa in the battle covered the Srinyajas 
like a swarm of locusts. 


5- Thereupon Shikhandin, worked up 
with anger, speedily approached the son 
of Gotama and discharged a shower of 
arrows upon that best of men, 


6. And checking that downpour of 
arrows Kripa, conversant with the use of 
mighty weapons, and filled with anger, 
struck in that encounter Shikhandin with 
ten arrows. 


7. Then Shikhandin, worked up with 
anger, rene Kripa with seven straight 


Kanka-feathered arrows, 
8. Then the Brahmana Kripa, a | 
mighty car-warrior, piercing heavily with 


sharp arrows, deprived Shikhandin of his 


horses, charioteer and car. J 


g. Then jumping down from the car, 
the heroes of which were slain, the mighty 
car-warrior speedily took up his sword and 
armour and approached the Grahmana, 


xo. Then he covered him suddenly who 
was approaching with straight arrows. 
This was indeed wonderful. 


1. Wether, O king, beheld a wonder- 
ful spectacle like the flying of rocks. And 
Shikhandin remained inactive in that 
battle. 


12. Beholding Shikhandin covered with 
arrows by Kripa, O foremost of kings the 
mighty car-warrior Dhristadyumna speedily 
anproached him. 


13. Thereupon the mighty ear-warrior 
Kritavarma vehemently resisted Dhrista- 
dyumna who was advancing towards the 
son of Saradwata. 


14. Drona’s son then resisted Yudnish- 
thira who was advancing with his own son 
and arms against the son of Saradwata. 


15. Your son then impeded with a down- 
pour of arrows the approach of the two 
car-warriors Nakula and Sahadeva. 


16, Karna,;.the son of Vikartana, O 
descendant of Bharata, then resisted in 
battle Bhimasena, Karushas, Kaikeyas and 
Srinjayas, 

17, Then in the battle, O Sire, Kripa 
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quickly hurled arrows at Shikhandin as 
to burn him down, 


18. Whirling his sword repeatedly 
(Shithandin) then with his sword cut off. alt 
those yold-decked arrows that were dis- 
charged at him. : . 


19. The son of Gotama then quickly 
cut off with his arrows the shield of Pri- 
shata’s son that was adorned with a hun- 
dred moons, At this his people madeia 
loud uproar. 


20. Deprived of his shield, Q monarch, 
and brought under the influence of Kripa, 
he, with his sword, advanced like a sick 
man advancing towards death. 

2%. O king, Chitraketu’s son Sukete 


uickly proceeded towards the highly power- 
ful (Sikhandin) who was thus p a save 


and assailed by the son of Saradwata. 


22. Having covered in battle the Brah- 
mana with sharp arrows, that one of im- 
measureable energy, advanced towards the 
the car of Gotama's son. 


23. Beholding that Braimana, obser- 
vant of vows thus engaged in battle, Shi- 
khandin, O king, quickly proceeded there. 

24. O king, having pierced the son of 
Gotama with nine arrows Suketu once more 
pierced him with seventy and again with 
three. 


25, He then cut off his bow and arrows ; 
then with another he pierced greatly his 
driver to the very vitals, 


26. Thereupon worked up with anger 
Gotama took up afresh and strong bow 
and cut off Suketuto the very vital part 
with thirty arrows, 


27. All his limbs were weakened and 
he shook on that best of cars as a tree 
trembles greatly during an earthquake. 

28. Then witha razor-sharpened arrow 
he sundered from body his head still trem- 
bling with shining ear-rings, crown and 
head-protector. 

29. His head fetl down on the earth like 
a piece of meat stolen away by a hawk, 
afterwards his body, O Eternal one, fell 
down on the earth. <a 


30. O Emperor, when he was slain, a 
his fotlowers, leaving behind the son of 
Gotama in the battle-field fled, away in ten 
directions. 

t. Encircling the highly powerful Dhris- 
na in the battle-field Kritavarr 
said to him :—~""Wait! wait !” ; . 

32. Then there took place a terrible and 
wonderful encounter between the Vrishnis 
and Parshatas like that of two angry 
hawks, O king, for a piece of meat, 
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43. Worked up with anyer, Drista- 
dyumna, in that battle, assailed Hridika's 
son violently and struck him on the chest 
with nine arrows. ~ 
34. Thus Assailed by a Parohata in 
battle Kritavarma covered him, his chariot 
and horses with arrows. 


35. O king, thus covered along with his 
car Dhristadyumna became invisible like 
the sun enshrouded by clouds surcharged 
with water. 

36. Withstanding him with gold feather- 
ed arrows, O king, Dhristadyumna ap- 
peared in battle with wounds, 

37- Obtaining Kritavarma, Parshata, 
the commander of the forces, worked up 
with anger, made a terrible downpour of 
arrows. 


. . 

58. In that battle Hridika’s son with 
many thousand arrows, all on a sudden, 
dispelled that highly dreadful shower of 
arrows that was about to fall on him. 


39. Beholding in that battle that fearful 
downpour of arrows thus dispelled by him 
Prishata’s son, approching Kritavarma, 
withstood him. 

40, With a sharpened spike he des- 

atched his charioteer to the abode of Deat 
Slain he fell down from the chariot, 


41. Having vanquished his highly 
powerful enemy, the mighty Dhristadyumna 
speedily withstood the Kauravas in battle 
with arrows, 

42. Thereupon emitting leonine roars 
your warriors ran towards Dhristhdymuna, 
and again an encounter took place, 


Thus ends fifty-fourth chapter entitled 
the battle of Samsaptakas in Karna Pdrva. 





CHAPTER LVw 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

2—2. Beholding Yudhishthira protected 
by Sini’s son as well as by the war-like sons 
of Draupadi, the son of Drona, as if de- 
lighted, proceeded against him, scattering 
gold-feat arrows, stiowing various 
ways of his light-handedness. - 

3. Thereupon he filled the sky with 
arrows of the vigour of celestial weapons. 
That one, conversant with the use of 
weapons, withstood Wudhisthira in battle. 

4. When the sky was covered with the 
arrows of Drona’s son nothing could be 
perceived. The space before the warriors 
was filled with arrows. 
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’ 
| _§. The sky being covered with a net-work 
' of golden arrows it appeared as if a canopy 
had been spread there. “+ 


6. O king, the sky. being covered with 
*a net-work of shining arrows a shadow 
appeared there like that of clouds. 


7. When the sky was thus converted 
into one sheet of arrows it was a wonderful 
sight to look at. No creature could range in 
the sky at that time. 

8 Satyaki, although trying his. ver 
best, the pious son _ Sank and sates 
warriors, could not display their prowess, 


g. Beholding the  light-handness of 
Drona’s son, all the mighty car- warriors 
there, O king, were filled with wonder. 
All the kings could not look at him, as if 
shedding lustre,of the sun, + 

lo—11. Thereupon, when their soldiers 
were being thus slaughtered, the mighty 
car-warriors, the sons of Droupadi, Satyaki, 
the pow king Yudhishthira, and the 
Panchalas, all united, giving up the dread- 
ful fear of death, rushed towards the son 
of Drona. 


11. Piercing the son of Drona with 
twenty seven arrows he again pierced him 
vith seven gold-plated winged arrows. 

12. Yudhishthira struck him with seventy 
three arrows and Prativinda with seven. 
Shrutakarma cut him with three arrows and 
Shrutakirti with five. Fy 


13. Sutasoma struck him with nine 
arrows and Satanika with seven, 
many other warrior struck him frdm all 
sides with a number of shafts. 


14. Thereupon worked up with rage, O 
king, he, sighing like a deadly serpent, 
struck Satyaki with twenty five sharpened 
arrows. : 

m%. And he struck Srutakirti with nine 
arrows and Sutasoma With five; and Prati- 
vinda with three arrows and Srutakarma 
with eight. 

16. And he struck Raja Yudhishthira, 
the son of Dharma, with five arrows and 
Satadika with nine. And then he struck 
other warriors with two shafts each, and 
cut into pieces the bow of Srutakirti with 
very sharp pointed arrows, 

17, After this he took up another fresh 
bow and at once struck Drona’s son with 
three arrows @id began to shower on him 
numerous sharp- pointed arrows. 

18 T¥en, O monarch, O great sire of 
the Bharata race, the son of Drona covered 
the Pandava army with showers of arrows, 


19. Just after this the highly spirited 
son of Drona, casting a smiling look upon 












And 


1to 


Yudhisthira, simultaneously cut off his bow 
and struck him with three arrows. 


20. Upon that, O king, the son of 
Dharma took up a very big bow and 
darted, one after another, seventy shafts,‘ 
iercing the arms and breast of the son of 

rona. 


21. Then Satwaki, filled with anger, 
‘roared aloud and broke down in that very 
battle the bow of that terrible afflicter, 
Drona's son, with the seme-circular and 
sharp arrow of his own. 


22. When his bow was thus cut off that 
hero of heroes, Drona's son, with a dart 
beste Pope: the driver of Satwaki’s car 

lown and unseated him from his chariot. 


23. Then, O Bharata, the mighty son of 
Drona, taking up another bow, covered the 
son of Sini with quite a shower of arrows. 


24. When thus, O Bharata, the driver 
was killed Satwaki’s horses were seen to 
run riot im the battie-field. 


25. Then the Pandava army, commanded 
by Raja Yudhishthira, rushed furiously 
towards Drona’s son, the foremost of all the 
wielders of weapons, and began to shower 
sharp shafts upon him. 


26. Seeing them thus coming upon him 
as so many incarnations of anger the 
great terror of foes, Drona’s son, received 
them all in the.terrible battle with a spite- 
ful smile. 


= 27. Then the great car-warrior, Drona’s 
son, burnt down, as it were, the Pandava 
troops in the hattle with the flames of his 
arrows, just as the forest fire burns the 
dry hays and straws. 


28. O foremost of Bharata's race, the 
Pandava army, thus provoked by the son of 
Drona, became exceedingly agitated as “he 
water of a river is troubled. by a whale, 


29 O Maharaj, seeing the bravery of 
Drona’s son made the people think, as if 
the Pandava army already were killed. 


30. Then the great car-warrior Yudhis- 
thira being enranged and filled with re- 
vergeful spirit thus addressed the sox of 
Drona in a challenging one :— 


31. O mightiest of men, neither have you 
any feeling nor do you cherish any sense 
of gratitude when to-day you are ready 
even to slay me, *, 


32. To study and to practise asceticism 
and -charities are the duties of a Brahman, 
and the Kshatriyas only are authorised to 
use the bow. So it seems that you are a 
Brahmin in name only, 


33: However, O you of mighty arms, 


x 
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I am determined killing the Kourava 
army in the battle just ‘ore your eye 5, 
ed ten best. I call you a scum of the 
Brahman race. 

34. ThuS addressed, O monarch, the 
son of Drona smiled bashfully, and pond er- 
ing over what was proper and meet could 
not give any reply, 

35- Getting thus terribly annoyed the 
son af Drona kept quiet for a while and 
then began to shower arrows upon the 
Pandavas like unto the Destroyer himself 
when bent upon destroying the entire 
creation. 


36. Thus covered, as it were, by the 
arrows of the son of Drona Pritha’s son 
fled away from the field leaving his large 
army. 

37- After Yudhisthira, the son of Dhar- 
ma, had thus fled from the field, O king, 
the high-minded son of Drona also left the 
spot. 

38. Yudhisthira then, O king, thus 
avoiding the son of Drona in the great 
battle, marched against ed army being 
determined to wage a ruthless slaughter. 

Thus ends the fifty-fifth chapter of the 
Karna Parva called Th retreating of 
Judhisthiva from the battle-fieid. 


—_— 


CHAPTER LVI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Contiuued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. After this Vaikartana, himself resist- 
ing Bhimasena aided by the king of Pan- 
chala, _Chedi and Kaikeya, showered 
numberless arrows upon him, 


2. Karna killed in the battle many 
strong car@warriors of the Chedis, Karushas 
and Snipes in the very presence of 
Bhimasena, 


3. Then Bhimsena leaving Karna, the 
most powerful car-warrior, rushed towards 
ha ourava force like a blazing forest 
re, 

4. The Suta’s son too began to slay by 
thousands the mighty bowmen of the Pan- 
chalas, the Kaikeas and the Srinyajas. 

5. Indeed, the mighty car-warriors 
Karna, Partha and Vetbedors began to an- 
nihilate the Panchalas, Samasaptakas and 
Kauravas respectivelyt 

6. For your .bad policy, O king, all 
these Kshatriyas, burnt down, as it were, 
by those three heroes resembling three bur- 
ning flames, got exterminated. | 
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7. Thereupon,O foremost of the Bharatas, 
Duryodhana, being enraged, pierced Nakula 
and the four holes of his car with nine 
arrows, * > ° 

Then again, O lord of men, your highly 
energetic son cut down the golden standard 
of Shahadeva with a razor. 

9.. Nakula then, O king, being greatly 
enraged, struck your son with seventy three 
arrows and Sahadeva with five. Filled 
with anger he struck, 

to. Then, both of those great warriors 
of the Bharata -race and the foremost of 
bowmen, on the .breast with five arrows 
each, 

11. Then he cut off the bows of both 
of those two warriors with two of his 
broad-pointed arrows, and, suddenly, O king 
he pierced both of them with seventy thre¢ 
arrows. 

12. Each of them, taking up two beauti- 
ful bows resembling those of Indra’s, looked 
very graceful like two celestial youths in 
the battle: field. 

13. Then, O king, those two brothers, 
greatly active in battle, began to throw 
terrible shafts in ceaseless torrents upon 


their cousins like two great masses of thigh , 


clouds pouring their contents on the hills. 


14. Thereupon, O king, your son, the 
great car-warrior, being greatly enraged 
resisted those twin sons of Pandu, the great 
bowmen, with numberless arrows. 

“1g. The bow of your son, O Bharata, 
was repeatedly drawn to a circle and the 
arrows were ceaselessly issued from it to- 
wards all directions, 


16. Covered with Duryodhana’s arrows 
those sons of Pandu ceased to shine bright- 
ly as the sun-and the moon lose their 
splendour when enveloped with a mass of 
dark clouds. ° 

17. Indeed, O king, those gold-winged 
arrows, sharpened on stone, covered all the 
sides like the rays of the sun, 


18. When the firmament was thus cover- 
ed and the whole sky looked like a sheet of 
arrows the twin brothers appeared like the 
destroyer himself. 

1g. But, on the other hand, beholding 
the valour of your son all the} car-warriors 
took the twin sons of Madri to be at the 
point of death. , 


20. Then, O king, the mighty car-war- 
rior Parshata, the commander of the Pan- 
dava army, went towards the direction of 
Suyodhana (Duryodhana). 


21. Violating the regimental order of 
those two great car-warriors, the two, brave 
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| sons of Madri, Dhristadyumna began to 


Oppose your son with his arrows. 


22, Then that highly energetic hero, 
your son, the foremost of men, full of re+ 
vengeful spirit and smiling scoffingly, struck 
the prince of the Panchalas with twenty- 
five arrows. 


23. Again the most energetic son of 
yours, actuated by the eager desire of 
taking revenge, struck the Panchala_prince 
once with sixty arrows and again with five, 
and roared aloud, 


24. Then the king, O sire, cut off, in 
the fight, with {his razor-shaped arrow his 
enemy’s bow and the leathern fence with 
the arrows fixed thereon. 


25. Throwing away thaf broken bow, 
that oppressor of foes, the prince of Pan- 
chala, quickly took up a new and more 


clastic one. 
. 


26. Then that great bowman, Dhrista- 
dyumna, with blood-shot eyes, shene on 
his car like a burning flame. 


27. Then, O chief of Bharatas, the heroe 
Dhristadyumna, bent upon killing him, dis- 
charged fifteen sharp shafts, called Nara- 
thas, which looked like hissing serpents. 


28. These shafts, set with the feathers 
of Kanka’s (peacocks’) and sharpened on 
Stone, were discharged with such a force 
that cutting through the gold bedecked 
armour of the king, they ran through his 
body and entered into the earth. > 


29. Being deeply wounded, O king, 
your son looked exceedingly grand like a 
Kinsuka tree full of flowers in the spring. 


30. His armour being thus cut through 
and himself being fatigued with the wounds, 
and his feelings being awfully excited he 
cut off Dhristadyumaa’s bow with a broad 
pointe arrow. 


31. Then, O lord of the earth, the king 
penetrated ten arrows into the forehead of 
his assailant whose bow had already been 
cut off by him. 


og. These shafts, polished by the black« 
smith, looked on the face of Dhristadyumna 
like so many black bees on a full blown lily 
desirous of sucking the sweet honey. 


33. Throwing that broken bow aside 
Dhristadyungla quickly took up another 
bow, and Mith it sixteen broad-pointed 
arrows. 


Then with five of these arrows he 
slew Duryodhana’s four horses and his 
Suta charioteer, and with another he cut off 
his gilded bow. 2; 


35. And with remaining ten shafts the 
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& 
son of Prishata cut off the royal umbrella, 
the spear, the sword, the mace, the car with 
Upashkara and the flag of your son. 


36. Alas, all the chiefs saw the beautiful 
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standard ef the Kuru king, aderned with” 


golden Angada and bearing the likeness of 
an elephant set with jewels, cut off by 
Dhristadyumna. 

37. Than, O foremost of the Bharata's 
race, Duryodhana, thus deprived of all his 
weapons in the battle, was protected by his 
brothers. 

38. In the very sight of Dhristadyumna. 
Dandadhara, taking the king upon his own 
cat, quickly carried him away from the 

eld 


39. In the meantime, the greatly power-~ 
ful Karna, having kited Satyaki, proceeded 
straight on towards the slayer of Drona 
for the rescue of the Kuru king. 


40. And theson of Sini speedily pursued 
him striking him ewith arrows as an ele- 
phant pursues his rival piercing him with his 
tusks on the rear. 

41. Thus, O king, the battle raged furi- 
ously amongst these sturdy heroes of both 
the armies and the spot, lying between 
Karna and the son of Prishta, grew simply 
terrifying. 

42. Not a single combatant, of either 
party, turned his face from the field. Karna 
then rushed towards the Panchala with 
greatspeed. . ‘ 

—43. Then, O best of men, countless men, 
horses and elephants of both parties fell 
just when the sun ascended the meridian, 


44. The Panchfalas, O king, desirous of 
victory, rushed towards Karna as birds 
flock towards their nest. 

45™46. And the energetic son of Adhi- 
ratha began to oppose the Panchalas from 
the front with his sharp arrows markihg 
specially their leaders, Baghraketu, Su- 
sartwa, Chitra, Ugrayudha, Gaya, Sukla, 
Rochaman and the unconquerable Sinha- 
sena, © 


47. All those heroes, quickly driving 
their cais towards Karna—the glory of the 
battle field, encompassed him and began 
to skdwer their sharp shafts upon that 
infuriated hero, the foremost of men, 

48. But all those eight heroes who had 
proceeded to combat that bray herge, the 
son of Radha, were sorely afflicted by him 
each with eight piercing arrows. . 

49. Thereupon, O king, the powerful 
son of charioteer killed thousands of 
heroes—all skillful in the manuver of war. _ 

50—51. Worked up with anger Karna 

uck in battle, Jishnu, Jishnukarman, 
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Devapi, Chitra, Chitrayndha, Hari, Singhiae 
ketu, Rochamana, the great car-warriot ‘ 
Salabha, and many other Chedi heroes, 


52" When the son of Adhiratha was 
engaged in striking those heroes his body, 
besmeared with blood and swelled with 
pride and animation, locked like the gigan« 
tic form of Rudra himseif, ; 


3. Then, O Bharata, the elephants; 
afflicted by Karna’s arrows, bolted withjfear | 
a caused great commotion in the battle~ 

eld. 


54. Others, oppressed by Karna’s arrows, 
cried aloud in diverse voice and fell down 
as do the mountain peaks when struck down 
with thunder, 


§5. Theearth, along the track of Karna’s 
car, was fully » ge with broken cars, 
and carcasses of elephants, horses. and 
men. 


56. Verily none of the warriors of your 
army, nay not even Bhishma or Drona, did ~ 
ever achieve such an exploit, as was achiev- 
ed by Karna in the battle. 


57. Suta’s son, O most valiant of men, 
indeed made a havoc amongst the elephants 
and horses, and destroyed the cars and 
men in countless numbers, 


“58. Like a lion roaming fearlessly 
among a herd of deer Karna toa moved 
about fearlessly amongst the Panchalas. 


39. As a lion drives away a herd of 
timid deer in all directions, so Karna dis- 
pelled the crowd of Panchala’s cars to all 
directions. 


6c. And as a stag cat never escape 
from the black jaws of a lion so evett thosé 
heroes, who happened to approach Karna, 
could not return with their lives. 


61. As men are sure to be burnt down’ 
if they approach a biazing fire so even the 
Srinjayas, @ Bharata, were burnt by ‘the’ 
flame of Karna when they approached it. 


62, Many proud and w ll-approved 
heroes of the Chedis and Panchalas were 
killed by Karna. t 


63. Beholding the valour of Karna, O 
king, | was under the impression that not 
even a single soul of the Panchalas would’ - 
escape from the sen of Adhiratha in that 
battle. : iti Ne t 

64. Indeed the Suta‘'s son repeatedly 
routed the Panchalas in the battle, a 8 

65. Beholding the Panchalas thus slain. 
by Karna in that terrible battle Dharmas. 
Raja Yudhisthira wrathfully rushed to« 
wards him. aM stg aot hese 

66. -Dhristadyumna,. the sons of Drow 
padi and hundreds of other heroes, O Sire, i 


3 


i 


hee 


ee ee 
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speedily encompassed the’son of Radha, the 
slayer of foes. a 

67. And many_ other warriors, of im- 
measurable strength” as Sikhandin, Saha- 
deva, Nakula, his sons, the descendant of 
Sini and a good many of the Pravadrakas 
advancing along with Dhristadyumna in 
their respective. cars looked very grand 
when they ati began to strike Karna with 
their shafts and many other weapons of 
different descriptions. 

68. But the son of Adhiratha, though 
single-handed, fell ferociously upon all those 
Panchalas, Chedis, and Pandavas in the 
encounter just as Garuda falls upon a 
number of snakes. 


69. The battle, O monarch, ,that was 
fought between Karna and those warriors, 
became as fierce as the great battle that, 
in the days of yore, occurred between the 
gods and Asuras. i 

70. Like unto the rising sun dispelling 
darkness the single-handed Karna unhesi- 
tatingly encountered the united force of all 
those great warriors ceaselessly showering 
sharp shafts upon him. 

71. While Karna_ was thus engaged 
with the Pandavas, Bhimasena, extremely 
exercised with anger, began to weund the 
Kurus with his shafts each of which was as 
sure as the very rod of Yama. 


72. That great bowman, struggling alone 
with all thosejValhikas, Kaikayas, Matshas, 
Basatas, Madras and the Saindhavas,looked 
exceedingly grand. 

The earth itself began to tremble 
with the violence of the fall of the hugo 
elephants struck fatally with the awful 
arrows of Bhimasena in the: vital parts of 
their bodies with their riders shot dead. 


74. Many horses also, with.their riders 
slain, and many of the infantries lay down 
dead pierced with arrows and vomitting 
blood and bleeding profusely. 

75. Thousands of car-warriors, deprived 
of their arms, lay senseless through the 
fear of Bhima and many lay dead, their 
bodies mangled with wounds. 


76. Dead bodies of elephants and their 
drivers, horses and riders, cars and car- 
warriors and foot soldiers shot dead by 
Bhimasena, literally covered the battle- 
field. * 


. The army of Duryodhana, O king, 
% y, maimed end grieved through 
fear of Bhimasena, stood in utter confusion. 


motionless in the field as, O king, the deep 


r 


he 
ae 





ocean remains quiet in a tair season, 
ERS i5 , 
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78. That poor confounded host stood 


fs 
11g 
’ 


79. Your army, in that grent battle, 
became poorly and thoroughly inert. 

8e. 
king, stood motionless as deep ocean re« 


mains calm and quiet in a fair weather 
season. 


81.. The army of your son, however 
powerful and energetic it might have) been, 
lost all its glory and pride at that time. 


82. That army, O foremost of he 
Bharata, when fighting with one another, 
looked as if bathed in blood and went on 
killing one another. 


83. Suta's son, filled with anger, routed 
the Pandava army whilé the ‘enraged 
Bhimasena routed the Kurus. And both 


the heroes thus engaged looked eXceedingly 
beautiful, 


84—85. In that extremely fierce and 
awe-inspiring battle, Arjuna, that fore- 
most of victorious heroes, having killed a 
arge number of Samasaptakas in the very 
oe = ake array, addressed Vasudeva 
thus :-—~Thisjarray of thegetightin warriors 
O Janardana, has beef broken wough, ‘ 

86—87. These great warriors of the 
SpAasaptakas, unable to withstand my 
arrows, are running away with their men as 
a herd of deer at the roar of a lion and 
even the vast force of the Srinjayas appears 
to give way in this great battle. » 


88. There in the midst of Yudhisthira’s 
division, the banner, of the highly intelligent 
Karna, bearing the device of , avaleneans 
is seen to move about with grgat activity. 


8y. No other warrior of our army is 
capable of conquering Karna. 


go. You are well aware of Karna’s? 
— prowess. : 


_ ot. Pray, proceed thete where Karna 
is crushing down our force. 


92. Leaving all others proceed against 
that mighty car-warrior, the sqn of Suta, O 
Krishna, this is my suggestion; but please 
do what You think proper. 


93- ‘Hearing these words of his, Govind 
smiled and addressing Arjuna said, “O 
son of Pandu, go on killing the Kouravas 
indiscriminately.”’ : 


94. Then thosgswan white horses,daiven 
by Krishna, pgpcated into your stron 
array pig | oth Krishna and himself 
and the son ef Pandu. . 


95. And your host gave way on all 
sides as those two white animals bedecked 
with golden trappings entered into its 
midst led by Kesava, 

96. ‘That ape-bannered car hoisting its 
flags in the sky and,roaring like thunder- 


) 


sy 


And the confounded host of men, O — 


\ 


«\oud forced its way frit your array 
‘vo a celestial car passing through the 
weikin. 

oj. When, cutting through the vast | 

“av, Kesava and Arjuna entered the 
: «tla with their eyes blood red with anger, 
‘ory looked exceedingly splendid and 
:-olendent. 

58. ‘Baking great delight in battle and 

cepting the challenge of the Kurus 
‘nn those two treroes came to the field 
i ey looked like the twin gods Ashvinis 

.vked with proper rites in a sacrifice by 
Use priests. 

99. Those two enraged heroes of 
‘ yerish fierceness grew extremely violent 
'\ their movements like two elephants 
‘celted at ‘the claps of hunters in a deep 
terest. «| 

(00. Penetrating into the midst of those 
tc.» and horses drawn in array Phalguna 
raved about ‘like the destroyer himself 
«i oved with his fatal noose. 
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tot. Beholding him displaying such 
coccage within lieawg army, O Bharata, 
wur son tried once more to stir up the 
‘ anasaptakas against him. 


102—103. Thereupon with thousand cats 
t coe hundred elephants, fourteen thousand 
| se, and two hundred thousand valiant 
1 .«t-soldiers, all well practised in aiming 
ot highly ¢skilful in all the ways of war 
cat well armed with bows, the leaders of 

¢ Samasaptakas rushed towards the son 
+ i\unti and covered the Pandavas, O 
ju, with showers of shafts from all sides. 


iof. Covered with arrows Partha, that 
1 oressor of foes, in fight, looked exceed- 
ig:ly fearful like the destroyer himself 
» i) the noose in his hand, but he grew still 
yyere fierce and worth looking at whg he 
). #anto kill the Samasaptakas, 


@105. Thereupon the’ sky became en- 
\ uyped with the arrows mounted with gold 

© possessed. of the lustre of the light- 
‘nye that were being constantly discharged 
), Wiriti (Arjuna). 





tn6, Indeed those arrows, that Sere 
e oclessly being dischared by Arjuna, 
) ws on all sides looked, O lord, as if so 
yoooy Snakes were lying all around. 

joy. The immeasurablyeenergetic son of 
"ada sent out his steaig and sharp- 
p cared shafts towards alf directipns. 

198. Hearing the terrible sound of Partha’s 
pi fits people thought that all the oceans, 
«+ whole earth, all the ten directions, the 
ei\heneat vault were going to burst out. 


‘09. Having killed ten thousand of the 


_ Clovis, that great car-warrior the son of | that mighty warrior, with his 
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Kunti proceeded rapidly to the further end 
of the Samasaptakas’ array. 


110. Approaching the wing which was 
bethg delgnded by Kangbovoja he began 
to harrass the troops by his powerful arrows 
as Vasava had harrassed the Danavas. 


111. With his broad-headed arrows he 
began to chop off quickly the heads, thighs 
and arms with weapon in the grasp of his 
rivals who were desirous of killing him. 


112. Deprived of all the limbs and 
weapons they began to fall down on earth 
like Jarge trees of many big boughs’ hurled 
down by a hurricane. 


113. When he was thus killing the 


elephants, horses, and car-warriors, &c., 
ae i % 


114. Arjuna’ then cut off the two arms of 
his assailant with a pair of crescent-shaped 
arrows and then with razor-headed arrow 
he knocked down his head containing a 
face as beautiful as the full moon. 

115. His fife extinguished, the body 
bathed in blood fell down from his car 
like the summit of Manasbila mountain 
clapped down by a thunder-bott. 


116. When this most beautiful and 


| handsome-looking young man, the younger 


brother of Sudakshina and chief of the 
Kambojas whose beautiful and lovely eyes 
could be compared with the lotus-petals, lay 
down dead on the. ground it appeared as if 
the summit of the golden Sumeru was 
tumbled down on earth. 


117. And the battle, that was fought 
after this, was exceedingly terrible and awe- 
inspiring, and the fate of each of the fight- 
ing combatants changed repeatedly, 


118. All the heroes of the Kambojas, 
Yavanas and the Sakas were killed by 
one arroweach: and their bleeding bodies, 
O king, gave the battle-field the look of a 
vast expanse of red. 

189. The car-warriors were deprived of 
their steed,and drivers, elephants and horses 
lost their riders ; many riders and drivers 
lost their horses and elephants ; and thus 
fighting with one another, O king, a great 
loss of lives took place. 

120. When the wing and further wing 
of the Samasaptakas had been thus eradi- 
cated by Savyasachin (Arjuna) the son of 
Drona rapidly proceeded against him. 

121. Furnished with many terrible arrows 
and violently shaking his formidable bow 
Drona's son appeared in the battle-field as 
the sun appears in the horizon with bis 


fierce rays. % 
rage and revengef spirit 


Fall of f 


2 ee 
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open and blood-red eyes, looked formid- 
able like Death himself with his terrible 


mace before a dying person. . me 
123. Then hé began to shower sharp 


shafts on the armies of the Pandavas and 
rout them. 

124. Again, O king, as soon as he saw 
the Dasarha on the car he began to dis- 
charge his terrible shafts much more 
quickly. 

125. And their dangerous arrows dis- 
charged by Drona's son, V king, falling on 
Krishna and Dhananjaya,entirely enshroud- 
ed both of them on their car. 


126. Andthus the violent Ashwathama, 
with hundreds of keen arrows, put both 
Madhava and Pandu’s soneintoeutter confu- 
sion, 

127. Beholding those two guardians of 
the world, thus covered with arrows, the 
creation sent forth piteous cries of woe. 


128. There hordes of Siddhas and 
Charanas poured in from every direction 
all solicitous of common weal for the day. 


129. Never before, O monarch, did I 
witness such prodigies of valor like those 
displayed by Drouni when — shroudin 
Krishna and Arjuna in the field. 


130. Often and often did [ hear in that 
battle, O king, the din of Drouni's volleys, 
thundering roars of lion to the consterna- 
tion of the enemy. 

131. Flinging his shots right and left 
as he moved round the field, the string of 
his bow shone like flashes of lighining 
sparkling amidst the cloudy heavens. * 


132. Inspite of the dexterity and in- 
flexibility of his hand, the son of Pandu, 
beholding the son of Drona, at the time, 
was greatly bewildered. . 


133. And he (Arjuna) bethought him- 
self of being deprived of his own prowess 
by that august personage (Aswathama), 
whose bearing in the field, O king, present- 
ed a dazzling sight for human eyes. 


134. In that deadly conflict between 
Drouni and the Pandava, O king of kings, 
Krishna, seeing the powerful son of Drona 
Ec the better of the son of Kunti, became 

ighly infuriated. 


135. With inflamed eyes and swelling 
breath, frequently he cast his eyes towards 
Aswathama and Phalguna, devouring them, 
as it were, with the fury of his fire. 


-136.!The indignant Krishna then address- 
ng Partha in an endearing tone and said : 


wei 
32 . © Partha, what a strange of, 
T see, you play in the field 7s eo of 


is: 
~ x 





’ 


Bharata, Drona’s son overcoming you t»- 
day in battle! . 
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138. Have you the same strength + 
four arms as you had before? Do in 
still hold your Gandiva in hand? Aré y. 1 
seated in the war-chariot ? 

1390. Has any thing gone wrong it’s 
your arms? Has your fist sustained «+» 
injury, or how is it that I see you ovs- 
whelmed by Drouni in the field, 


140. O glory of Bharata’s race, este - 
ing your assailant as the son of your » 
ceptor stop not, O Partha, this is not ti): 
time for forbearance, 


141. a those words Arjuna j) 
on the nick of time seizing fourteen Va!” ; 
(arrows, with crescent-shaped heads) d 

ed them off, piercing right through |. 
weapons, chariot, standard and umbri-' . 
and dismantling Aswathama of his equ™- 
ments, bows, darts and all, 


142. He (Arjuna assailing |; 1 
(Aswathama) eee ethos arrows, ' 
flicted terrible wounds on his shoutle 


Pints fainting from which he sustained hii: 
self with his flag-staff, 


143. Seeing him thus stunned witht. - 
assaults of his enemy his charioteer, 
monarch, for rescuing him frofn (the a 
of) Dhananjaya, bore him away from | |: 

eld. 7 


144. In the meanwhile, that scorche: 
enemy, Vijay, before the véry eyes of y.-, 
valiant son, slaughtered your army. 
hundreds and thousands. 

® 

145. Thus, O monarch, owing to v»:* 
evil Qounsels such a ruthJess slaughter: w 
cruel onslaught of your champions » 
brought about as these knights presen. »: 
arms to your foe. 


146. Arjuna then in thé twinkle of ++ 
eye beset the Samsaptakas, while Vri 
daragattacked the Kurus, Karna, and i. 
Panchalas. 


147. O monarch, as the war ray! 
furiously, destroying the lives of vali 
soldiers, and presenting a vast scene 
carnage, thergrose in the field innum ~ - 
able headles#trunks, still retaining vitali:... 


148. Of the chief of the Bharata race , 
king Yudhisthira, sorely distressed wi + 
his wounds, and writhing ia agony, stay. t 
in the time two miles off from the scene of 
action. 4 
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CHAPTER LVII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— ’ 


‘1. Thereupon, O Bharata — chief, 
approaching Karna Duryodhana said to 
the Madra king as well as to other chiefs 
(present there). 


2. The gate of heaven has of _ itself 
Opened its door to us. Happy are those 
shatriyas who obtain such a bastle. 


3. If the heroic Kshatriyas fight with 
their pairs in battle great benefit occurs 
t them, O son of Radha. ; 


4. Either having slain the Pandavas le 
them. acquiré the prospereus kingdom, or 
béing slain by the enemies let them repair 
to the region of heroes. 


5. Hearing those words of Duryodhana 
the Kshatriya chiefs shouted aloud and 
played on their musical instruments, 


6. Thereupon when Duryodhana’s army 
were fiilled with jdy)ttr son of Drona glad- 
dening all your soldiers said :— 


7. Before the entire army and before yor 
all, my father, when he had_ laid aside his 
arms, was killed by Dhristadyumna. 


8. By that wrath and for the sake of my 
friend, 1 tell, you, O king, what I pro- 
mise :— 

Without slaying Dhristadyumna, I 
will not lay aside my arms. If this my 
romise proves futile, 1 will not go to 
eaven. 


10. Forsooth, I will grind him who will 
come against me, be he Arjuna, Bhimasena 
or any body else. 

11. Thus addressed the entire Bh?tata 
army rushed against the sons of Kunti. 
"Bhe Pandavas also (came forward). 


12, O Bharata king, the encounter 
of the leading® car-warriors was_ highly 
wonderful. Am ouslaught of men like that 

t the end of acycle took place before the 
urus and Srinjayas. 


13. When that encounter took place 
many created beings along with the gods 
and nymphs came there to see the leading 
heroes. c 


14. Delightedly the Apsat.s showered, 
on those leading warriors, observant of the 
duties of their own order, celestial garlands, 
perfumeries and various jewels. 


15. The’ wind carried _ that 


agrance to all the leading warriors. 
yan 


sweet 

r En- 
. je that odor carried by the wind they 
a baie each other down on the ground. 


: 
i 
“ais 


‘the day stili rema:ns, 
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CHAPTER LVIIE. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 
Sanjajaya said :— 
1. Thus a great encounter took place 


amongst all those wartiors. Then Arjuna, 


Bhimasena and Karna were worked up with 
anger, | 


2. Having vanquished the son of Drona 
and other leading car-warriors Arjuna said 
to Vasudeva :— 

_ 3. See, O Krishna, the Pandava army 
is flying away. Karnais aking a havoc , 
on our great Car-warriors. 

4. O Krishna, I do not see Dharma’s 
son Yudhisthira; nor is his standard visible; 

5. O Janarddana, the third portion of 

I None amongst the 
sons of Dhritarashtra comes to fight with 
me. If you wish to do me a good turn 
proceed where Yudhisthira is engaged. 


6. If I see Dharma’s son and _ his 
younger brother well, [ will fight again with 


“the enemies. 


7. Thereupon at the request of Vibhatsu 
Hari speedily moved the course of his car 
where king Yudhisthira and the valiant 
Srinjayas were fighting to death. 


8. Thereupon, seeing in the battle-field 
such a slaughter of valiant heroes Govinda 
said to Savyasachin :— 

9. See, O Partha, this great on slaught 


of the Kshatriyas for the sake of Duryo- 
dhana. 


to. Look at the gold-backed bows of 
the archers and their costly quivers. 


11. Saying this to Arjuna Vasudeva 
hurried on towards Yudhisthira. For, see- 


ing the great king in battle, Arjuna too 
urged on Govinda to proceed. 

12. Then did the invincible son of Vasu- 
deva describe every thing unto the diadem- 
decked Arjuna. 

13. Then there began, O king, a dread- 
ful encounter. The two armies, encounter- 
ing each other, sent up loud war-cries. — 

14. Thus on account of your evil advice 


that terrible onslaught of your soldiers and 
enemies took place. 


a 


CHAPTER LIX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd._ 
Sanjaya said:— seni, 
1. Then again the Kurus and iene 


undauntedly encountered one another. ‘The 
sons of Pritha were headed by Yudhisthira 
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and our army was headed by, the chario- 
teer’s son. 


2. Then took place a dreadful and jhair- 


stirring battle between Karna afd the sons | § 


of Pandu which increased the territory of 
Yama. ; 

3—4. After that dreadful battle, pro- 
ducing. pools of blood, had taken place and 
when only a few of the brave Samsaptakas 


remained alive, Dristadyumna, with all the | 
kings and the mighty car-warrior Pandavas, 


rushed towards Karna. 
5. Asa mountain holds water so Karna 


-alone received in battle those warriors 


Ss 


aad 


filled with joy and longing for victory. 


6. Encountering Karna those great car- 
warriors were scattered ,(by, him) as a 
collection of water is dispersed on all sidey 
while dashing against a huge mountain. 


7. O great king, then took place a hair- 
stirring encounter between them. With 
arrows Dhristadyumna struck the son of 
Radha exclaiming ‘Wait! Wait!” 


8—o. Boiling with rage the great car- 
warrior Karna shook the best of his bows, 
Vijaya, Then cutting off his bow and 
arrows like unto deadly serpents he stru 
Dhristadyumna with nine shafts, Cutting 
through the golden armour of that high- 
souled heroe they were covered with blood 
and looked like so many lady birds. 


10. Then throwing off his broken bow 
the great car-warrior Dhristadyumna took 
up afresh one and shafts resembling veno- 
mous snakes and struck Karna with seventy 
arrows. 


11. Likewise Karna too covered Pri- 
shata’s son, the scorcher of his enemies 
with arrows resembling deadly serpents. 


12. The great bowman, the,enemy of 
Drona, struck (Karna) with sharpened 
arrows. 


13. Karna discharged at him in anger 
a golden arrow like the very rod of Death. 


14. O kiog, the descendant of Sini, like 
an expert, sundered into seven pieces that 
gy ul arrow which was about to fall on 

im. 

15. Seeing that arrow broken with his 
shafts, Karna, O king, covered Satyaki 
completely with a downpour of arrows. 


16. He pierced: him with seven arrows. 


The grand-son‘of Sin® in return, struck him 
with golden-feathered arrows, 


17. Then there took place an encounter 


wonderful and terrible striking terror to ears 
ATES: 

» 18. Hairs on the body of all creatures 
there steod erect on beholding in 


| slayer of Brahmanas, you will 





a) 


t 
that battle the wonderful feats of ‘Karna 
and of the grand-son of Sini, 


19. Inthe meantime the highly power- 
ul son of Drona approached Parshata, the 
subduer of his enemies and the destroyer 
of their prowess. 


20. Drouni, the victor of hostile cities, 
said to him, in anger, “Wait, wait! 
hot escape 
me to-day with your life. 

2t. Saying this he covered the great 
heroe, Parshata, with dreadful, sharpened 
and powerful arrows although that car~ 
warrior tried his level best to thwart them. 


22—23. As Drona, while he was alive, 
became dispirited on seeing the son of 
Prishata and togk him for his death, so the 
son of Prishata, on seeing Drona’'s son in 
battle, regarded him as his death. 


24. Seeing Dhristadyumaa stand firm 
before him the heroic son Sf Drona, sighing 
in anger, rushed towards Parshata. 


29. Seeing each other they were both 
worked up with grea ts 


26.» Then, O king, the powerful son of 
Drona quickly said to Dhristadyumna who 
Mood before him. 


27. O wretch ofa Panchala, I will des~ 
patch you to-day to the abode of Death. 


28—29. Verily you committed a great 
sin by killing Drona before. Wa will meet 
with an evil turn in extenuation of thag 
iniquity if you stand in battle without being 
protected by Partha or if you do not beat a 
retreat. © fool, I tell you the truth. 


30. Thus addressed the powerful Dhrista~ 
dyumna replied :-— 


31. 
tryigg his best in battle,will serve as a reply 
to your words. * 


32. If Drona, who was a Brahmana sin 
name, could have been killed by me, why 
should | not, by my power,,kill you to-day 
in battle. 

. 


3% Having said this, O king, the re- 
wonifal commander (of Pandava's army) 
Parshata struck Drona’s son with sharpened 
arrows. 


34. Thereupon, worked up with anger 
Drona’s wou king, covered all sides of 


Dhristadyugfha with arrows. 


35, Cherea with thousands of shafts 
neither the sky, nor the quarters, nor the 
warriors around could be seen. ‘ 


36. Before the very eyes of the chario- 
teer’s -son, O king, Parshata covered 
Drona’s son, the ornament of the battle- 


field, with arrows, ‘ 


Bay Ra | 


What, I said to your father, while | 
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“37. ‘But the son of Radha alone, O 
king, visible on every side, withstood the 
Panchalas, Pandavas. the sons of Draupadi, 


Vudhamanyu, and the great car-warrior, 


Satyaki. 

38, Dhristadyumna, again in battle, cut 
off the dreadful bow of Drona's son and 
his arrows resembling venomous serpents. 

39. He, again, O king, in a moment 
struck with arrows Parshata’s bow, Sakti, 
club, standard, horses, charioteer, and car. 


40. Having his bow, and car broken, 
and horses and charioteer slain, he took up 
a huge sword shining like a hundred moon. 


41. Oking, the great car-warrior, the 
heroic son of Drona, displaying light 
handedness and holding firm his weapon, 
quickly cut eff in battle with Bhallas, that 
weapon of his, before he could come down 
from the car. {t was indeed wonderful. 


42. O foremost of Bharatas, that great 
car-warrior, although striving hard, could 
not kill Dhristadyumna, who had his bow 
and car broken ané«hgrses slain and was 
wounded with various arrows. ; 

43. O king, when the son of Drona 
could not kill him with arrows, that heroe, 
laying aside his bow, quickly followed 
Parshata. 

44. The motion of that high-souled one 
as he rushed on resembled that of Garuda, 


: becca pth 
eon Swooping down for catching a snake 


45. In the interval Madhava said to 
Arjuna :—" See, O Partha, how Drona’s 
son is proceeding quickly towards Parshata’s 
car. Forsooth, he will kill the prince. 

46. O you of large arms, O subduer of 
enemies, rescue Prishata’s son who is near 
the mouth of Drona’s son as if he is within 
the jaws of death.” * d 

47. Having said this, O king, the 
powerful son of Vasudeva drove the horses 
where Drona’s son was staying. 

48. Urged on by Keshava those horses, 
effulgent like the moon, ran towards the 
car» of Drona’s son as if devouring*the 
very sky. 

49.\ Seeing those two mighty heroes 
approach him, Ashwathama set forth 
his exertions for killing Dhristadyumna 
soon. 7 


so. Oking, seeing Dhristadyu sna drag- 
ed by his enemy, the powerful son of 
Pritha discharged many arrows at the son 
of Drona. 


51. Those golden shafts, shot off his 
Gandiva, approached the son of Drona and 
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52. Thus struck with dreadful shafts the 
powerful son of Drona left off the highly 
energetic Pan chala Prince. 


c 
53- Thus wounded by Dhananjaya with 
arrows the heroe got on his chariot. And 
taking up his bow he began to strike 
Partha with innumerable arrows. 


54. In the interval, O king, the'heroic 
Sahadeva carried away on his own chariot 
Parshata the scorcher of his enemies. 


55- Arjuna in return struck Drona’s son 
with winged arrows. Worked up with anger 
Drona’s son struck him on the arms and 
the chest. 


56. Filled with anger Partha discharged 
in that battle at Drona’s son a Naracha 
like unto the very rod of Death. That 
highly effulgent arrow fell on Bramhana’s 
shoulder. 


57: O king, he was stupified in the battle 
with the force of that arrow. He sat 
down exhausted on the car. 


_58. Then, O king, Karna took up his 
bow, Vijaya. And filled with anger he again © 
and again cast his looks on Arjuna desiring 
for a duel with him. 


“59. Seeing Drona’s son senseless his 
charioteer quickly took him away on his car 
from the battle-field. 


60. Seeing Prishata’s "son released and 
Drona’s son wounded, the Panchalas, O 
king, jubilant over the victory, sent up loud 
war-cries. 

61. Thousands of musical instruments of 
sweet tune were struck. Seeing those won- 
derfal feats the heroes sent up leonine 
shouts. 

62. Having performed that wonderful 
feat, Arjuna said to Krishna, ‘Drive me 
towards the Samsaptaka, this is what I 
greatl wish for.” 

63. Hearing those words of Arjuna 
Krishna drove his car adorned with many 
banners and fleet like the wind or the 


hind. 


CHAPTER LX. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said:— | 


1. In the meantime. pointi 
tighteous king Yudhisthira to 
son of Kunti, Krishna said :—~ 

2. Behold, O son of Pandu, 
Yudhisthira pursued by the 


out ‘the | 
‘artha, the 


b 
_ wounded him deep like serpents entering bow 
into an ant hill, 


Eb 
‘highly power. 
ful sons of Dhritarastra, all great ph tet 


desirous of killing him. : 


“Sy 
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3. The powerful Panchalas, whom it is 
difficult to vanquish, are running after the 
great Yudhisthira for rescuing him. 


4—5. Accoutred in a coat®of mail and 
accompanied by a large army Duryodhana, 
the king of the whole world, is purusing the 
Pandava king, with a view to kill him, O 
foremost of men, assisted by his brothers, 
allexpert in fighting whose very touch is 
like the deadly venom of serpents. 


6. Your army, riding on elephants, 
horses and cars and proceeding on foot are 
going to kill Yudhishthira like poor men 
for possessing a costly gem. 


7. See, obstructed by Satwata and 
Bhima, they have become motionless like 
unto the Daityas desirous of pilfering 
ambrosia stupified by Sakra and Agni. 


8. On account of their numerical vast* 
ness (the Kuru) car-warriors are proceed- 
ing quickly towards Yudhisthira like unto 
a collection of water running towards the 
ocean during the rainy season. 


9g. Blowing their conch-shell and shak- 
ing their bows those powerful bow-men are 
sending up leonine shouts. 

1o. I regard Kunti’s son Yudhisthira 
who has been brought under the influend 
of Duryodhana as within-the mouth of 
Death or like an oblation of ghee in fire. 


11. Duryodhana’s army is - properly 
armed, Coming within the range of their 
arrows even Sakra cannot escape. 


12. Who in battle can bear the force of 
arrows shot by Duryodhana, who, when 
worked up with anger, resembles. Death 
himself. . 


13. The force of Duryodhana’s arrows, 
or of Drona’s son’s, or Kripa’s, or Karna’s, 
can shatter even the very mountains, 


14. The powerful light-handed and suc- 
cessful king Yudhisthira, expert in fighting 
and the scoccher of his enemies, was com- 
pelled by Karnato retreat from the battle- 
field. 

15. Accompanied by the highly power- 
ful and ieee. sons ot Dhritarashtra the 
son of Radha is capabie of afflicting the 
Pandava chief in battle. 

16.- While the self-controlled Partha, was 
fighting with them, other great car-warriors» 
brought about his discomfiture. 


17. O foremost of Bharatas, the king is 
greatly emaciated with fasts. He is gitted 
with the force of a Brahmana, but he is not 
endued with Kshatriya prowess. 


18 Afflicted by Karna the king Yudhis- 


pain son Pandu, has been greatly im- 


aaa 


- 
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19—20. Methinks,O Partha, the king, 
Yudhisthira has fallen, since the wrathful 
Bhimasena, the slayer of his enemies, is 
calmy bearing the leonine shouts repeatedly 
sent up by Dhritarashtra’s sons desirous 
of achieving victory and blowing their 
conch-shells. 


21. Indeed, O foremost of men, Pandu's 
son Yudhisthira is slain. See Karna is ex 
citing the great car-warrior of Dhrita- 
rashtra’s army. . 


22. The powerful car-warriors are cover= 
ing the son of Pritha with a down-pour 
of various weapons such as Jndrajala, 
Sthunakarna and Pasupata, 


23—24. Forsooth, O Arjuna, the king 
is greatly wounded and weakened, since the 
Panchalas, the weilders of all sarts of 
weapons, accompanied with Pandavas, are 
following him hurriedly at a time when it 
is necessary to display speed*like unto men 
rushing to rescue a m&n sinking under 
earth. 


25—27. Theking’s standard is not to 
be seen. Most Sait has been struck 
down by Karna*with his arrows. Before 
the very eyes of the twin brothers, Satyaki, 

hikhandin, Dhristadyumna,  Satanika, 

anchalas and Chedis, Karna is killing the 
Pandava army like an elephant spoilating 
lotuses. 


28. The car-warriors of your army, O 
son of Pandu, are flying away. See, 
Partha, how they are taking to their heels# 


29. Struck by Karna in battle, O Arjuna 
the elephants are flying away in ten direc- 
tions yelling cries of pain. 


30. Pursued in battle by Karna, the 
grinder of his enemies the collectione of 
cars is dispersed on all sides, 


3%. O foremost ofsthose leading stan- 
dards, see the standard bearing the emblem 
of an elephant of charioteer’s son is moviig 
about all over (the field), 





32. There the son of Radha runs after 
Bhim’sena scattering hundreds of arrows 
andkkilling your soldiers, 


33: There the powerful Panchala car- 
warriors are being dispersed (by him) like 
the Daityas slain by Sakra in the great 


Ig” 


battle. 
34. the defeated the Panchalas, 
Pandava and Srinjays, Karna is casting 


his eyes on all sides, methinks, for finding 
you out, 


35. See Partha, how beautiful he looks 
while drawing his best of bows as. did 
shine Shakra in the midst of the celes- 
_ tials after having defeated his enemies, | 


( 


{ 

36. Witnessing Karna’s power 

the Kauravas are shouting and striking 
terror to the Pandavas and Srinjayas. 


37. Having thus terrified the Pandavas 
in the great battle with all his force, the 
son of Radha, O giver of honor, addressing 
his army said :— 


38. ‘‘May you fare well, O Kauravas. 
Do you move on with such a force that no 
Srinjaya can escape from the battle-field 
with Ins life. 

39. Do so in a body. We will follow 


you.” Saying this he followed them 
shooting his arrow. 


40. See Partha, Karna is shining in the 
battle-field with a white umbrella like the 
Udaya (rising: mountain) bgautified with 
the mogh. 

4%—42. With this umbrella of a hundred 
ribs resembling” the full-moon held over 
his head he is casting his looks around for 
you. Forsooth, he will come here quickly. 


‘43. See, O you of large arms, he is 
drawing a huge bowtzkhasting, in the great 
battle, arrows resembling déadly serpents. 


44. Seeing your banner bearing the 
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emblem of a monkey the son of Radha is‘ 


turning to this direction for seeking an 
encounter with you, O Partha and bring- 
ing on his own destruction like an insect 
approaching a barning flame. 


. This wrathful heroe is engaged in 


5 
° me well-being of Dhritarastra’s son ; that 


one of wicked understanding always seeks 
toinjure you. = * « 


46. Seeing Karna alone Dhritarastra’s 
son is turning with his car force to protect 


him. « 


47- That wicked man with all his 
followers should be killed by you with all 
care if you wish to secure fame, kingdom 
and*happiness. 


48. Endued with energy and strength 
both of you should fight in battle like a god 
and demon. 


49. Seeing you greatly worked up with 
anger and. Karna too Duryodhana, al- 
though angered, will not be able to do any 
thing. 


chsrishing animosity 
Yudhisthira, O son of Kunti, mak® use of 
this good opportunity. Maki 
mind for battle encounter al 
warriors. 


against We pious 


' 5So—5r. O foremost of Bharatas, know- 
ing yoursell self-controlled ae as 


up your 
the car- 


52—54...O foremost of car-wartiors, 
five hundred most excellent, powerful and 


energetic car-warriors, five thousand ele- 


: ¥, ++ % 
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there | phants, twice that number of horses, and six 


thousand foot-soldiers, protecting one an- 
other are coming against you in a body. 
Of youf own accord show yourself to the 
*geeat bowman,the charioteer’s son. Advance 
with great force, O foremost of Bharatas. 


55. Worked up with anger there Karna 
advances against the Panchalas, I see his 
standard approaching the car of Dhrista~ 
dyumna. Forsooth, he will root out the 
Panchalas. 


56. O Bharata ch’ef, [ will communicate 
to you a good intelligence, the virtuous king 
Yudhisthira is still alive. 


57. The mighty-armed Bhima has re- 
turned and is leading the army. He is 
surrounded by the Srinjayas and Satyaka. 


58. here in battle the Kuru soldiers 
are being killed in battle with sharp arrows 
by Bhimasena and the high-souled Pan- 
chalas, 


59. Wounded with EBhima’s arrows 
Duryodhana’s army, retreating and bathed 
in blood, are quickly flying away. 

60. Covered with blood the Bharata is 
looking poorly like the earth divested of 

(crops. 

61. Behold, O son of Kunti, Bhimasena, 
the commander of your army, worked up 
with anger like a serpent, is assailing the 
(Kuru) troops. 


62. Look, O Arjuna, at the yellow, crim- 
son, black and white banners painted with 
Stars, moons and suns and innumerable 
umbrellas scattered all over the field. 


64. Standards, made of gold, silver and 
other metals, are lying about, and there lie 
scattered slain horses, 


64. Car-warriors, deprived of their life, 
are dropping down from cars, killed by the 
unretreating Panchalas with variegated 
arrows,, 





65. There the quick-coursing Panchalas, 
O Dhananjaya, are rushing against the 
elephants, horses and cars belonging the 


Dhritarastra’s party,divested of their riders, 


66. O foremost of men, O slayer of 
enemies, your watriors, giving up the love 
of their lives and invincible in battle, 
are, aided by Bhimasena's power, ,grinding 
the enemy's army. 


67. There the Panchalas are sending 
up loud war-cries and biowing their conchs 


as they are advancing against. their 


enemies and grinding them with their — 


arrows, 

68. Look at their greatness. Through — 
their power the Pan are killing Dhri- 
tarastra’s soldiers as the angry lions kill 
the tigers, vemes 


i 
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Go. (Themselves although) without any 
arms they are carrying away the arms of 


the enemies (from their hands) and with 
them they are killing foes and taling yar- 


cries, 


70. They are striking down the heads 
i Their car- 
warriors, elephant-warriors, and cavalry 


and arms of their enemies. 


are all heroic and praise-worthy. 


7i. Like quick-coursing swans leaving 
Manasa lake and running into the Ganges 
the Panchalas are rushing against the 
Kuru army and are assailing every part 


of the huge force of Duryodhana. 
72. 


energy are resisting the Panchalas, 


73. The heroes, headed by Dhrista- 
dyumna, are killing thousands of their 
car-warriors of 
Duryodhana’s force, already sunk in the 


_ enemies, the great 


ocean of Bhima’s weapon. 


74. Beholding Panchalas overpowered by 
their energies Marut’s son is covering the 
hostile force with arrows and with roars of 
lions. 


75. The major portion of the huge army 
of Duryodhana is stricken with fear 
The cars and horses assailed with Bhima's 
fear have been scattered all over. 


76. See, these elephants, struck by 
Bhima with his Narachas, are dropping 
down like the summits of mountains 
clapped by Indra’'s thunder-bolt. 


79. There the huge elephants, wounded 
by Bhima with his arrows, are flying away 
crushing their own army. 


. 

78. Do you not recognise the leonine 
shouts of Bhima, O Arjuna, who, worked 
up with the desire of achieving victory, is 
roaring, - 

79. There worked up with anger the 
Prince of Nishadas is advancing on his 
best of cars, like Death himself armed with 
his rod against the son of Pandu for 
killing him with his Tomara. 


80—82. His two arms with Tomaras 
are cut off by Bhima with ten sharpened 
Narachas effulgent like fire or the sun. 
Killing bim he is proceeding against other 
elephants resembling a mass of dark blue 
clouds and driven by riders. They are 
striking Vrikodara with Saktis and 
Tomaras. Slaying tose elephants seven 
at a time with sharp arrows Partha’s elder 
brother is striking down their victorious 
standards, The other elephants were 
killed each with ten Narachas. 


; £3. The war-cries of Dhritarastra’s 
are no longér audible since (Bhima), 
~- 16 


a 


Like bulls withstanding bulls, Kripa, 
Karna and other warriors with all their 





parva, rat 
like Purandara himself, is engaged in 
battle. 

84. Three Akshouhini of Dhritarastra’s — 
soldiers have been arranged and they all 
leave been thwarted by angry Bhima, the 
foremost of men, 

Sanjaya said :— 

85. Beholding that arduous task ac- 
complished by Bhima Arjuna, gvith his 
sharp arrows, killed the remaining enemies. 

. 





CHAPTER LXtl. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


e * 
1—2. When Bhimasena and Pandu’s 
son Yudhisthira were fighting, when my 
soldiers were being killed by the Pandavas 
and Srinjayas, when my army was routed 
and dispirited tell me, Q Sanjaya, what 
did the Kauravas do, 


Sanjaya said: 
3. Seeing the mighty-armed Bhima the 


yaliant Karna, with eyes, reddened in 
arfger, rushed towards him. 
4. Beholding your soldiers routed by 


Bhima the powerful Karna rallied them 
again with great exertion. a 


5. Having collected your son's force the 
large-armed Karna advanced against thee “ ~ 
heroic Pandavas invincible in battle. 


6. Drawing their bows gird discharging 
arrows the great car-warriors of the, 
Pandavas advanced against .the son of 
Radha, 


7—8. Worked up with anger and desiring 
for sictory Bhimasena, the grand-son of 
Sini, Shikandi Janamejaya, the powerful 
Dhristadyumna, all the Prabhadrakas angl 
the Panchalas advanced furiously from 
all directions against your agmy. 


9. Jn the same way the powerful car- 
wargors of your host speedily advanced 
against the Pandava army desirous of 
killing them. 


10. The two hosts, abounding in cars, 
elephants, the cavalry and infantry, looked 
exceedingly wopderful. 


11. Shikj&ndi rushed against Karna, 
and DhrjMadyumna, accompanied by a 
great force, proceeded against your son 
Dushasana. 


12. Nakula ran against Vrishasena and 
Vudhisthira adyanced against Chitrasena 
a ag proceeded against Uluka in that 
battle, 
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\ 
13. Satyaki proceeded against Shakusi 
. and the sons of Draupadi against other 
Kouravas. - And the great car-warrior 
» Drona’s son proceeded against Arjuna in 
that battle. 


14. Goutama encountered in battle the 

great bowman Yudhamanyu. And _ the 
werful Kritavarma rushed against Utta- 
oujasa. 


‘15. The large-armed Bhimasena alone 
withstood all your sons with their armies. 


16. Thereupon Shikhandi, the slayer of 
Bhishma, with winged arrows, obstructed 
Karna ranging fearlessly (in the battle- 
field). 

17. Thus obstructed and with his lips 
trembling in anger Karna,struck Shikhandi 
“on the fore-head with three arrows. 


18. Carrying three arrows Shilhandi 
shone there ike a silver mountain with three 
‘elevated summits. 


1g. Sorely wounded by Karna in that 
battle that great bowman struck him in 
return with nine.; cbarp arrows, 


20. Having slain his horses and driver 
with three arrows the great car-warrior 
Karna struck down his standard with a 
razor-shaped arrow. 


21. Then jumping down from his horse- 
less car that great car-warrior, the 
-aggrandiser® of his enemies, discharged a 

_ dart in anger at Karna. 


22. Cutting it off in battle with three 
_ arrows Karna struck Shikhandi with nine 
sharp arrows. ‘ 


23. Avoiding arrows shot off Karna's 
how Shikhandi, greatly wounded, quickly 
retreated from the field. 


24. O king, then Karna fell o the 
Pandava army as the violent wind disperses 
ca pack of cotton. 


‘25. Wounded by your son Dhrista- 
dyumna struc':, in return, Dushasana on the 
breast with three arrows. 


26. Then Dushasana struck the I-ft arm 


of his enemy with a sharp gold feathered, 
winged arrow. 


27. Thus wounded and filled with 
terrible rage Dhristadyumna shot arrows 
at Dushasana, 


‘28. O fking, with three a. ‘ows your son 
cut off the shaft discharged Sy Dhrista- 


dytimna which was about to fall with great 
force, 


29. Then approaching Dhristadyumna 
he struck him on the breast and two arms 
with seventeen other gold winged arrows. 


go. Then worked up with anger 


‘ 
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Prishata’s son cut off his bow with a sharp 
razor shaped arrow at which all his people 
shouted out. 


g1. Yotr son, however, taking up another 
bow, smilingly covered Dhristadyomna 
with wounds of arrows. 


32. Beholding the prowess of your high- 
souled son all tne warriors m the field, 
Siddhas and Apsaras were filled surprise. 


33- We saw the highly powerful Dhrista 
dyumna obstructed by Dus)iasana like a 
huge elephant checked by a lion. 


34. Then desirous of rescuing their gene= 
ralissim. O elder brother of Pandu, the 
Panchala car-warriors,elephants and horsés 
surrounded vour son. 


O stayer of enemies, then ensued a 
dreadful and destructive encovnter between 
your people and your enemey's host. 


36. Standing by his father’s side 
Vrishasena struck Nakula with five iroiy 


arrows and ayain wounded him with three 
others. 


37. The heroic Nakula however smiling 
struck Vrishasena on the breast with a 
sharp Naracha. 


38. Thus wounded greatly by his 
powerful enemy that grinder of his enemies 
struck his adversary with twenty five 
arrows. 


39. Those two foremust of men covered 
each other with thousands of arrows at 
which their respective battalions broke. 


40. Seeing tDuryodhana’s | soldiers 
quickly flying away Karna, O king, pre- 
vented them with force. 


41. After Karna’s departere Nakula 
proceeded agairst the Kauravas. Avoiding 
Nakula ‘n battle Karna’s son quickly went 
to Karna, who was guarding the passage 
of his chariot. 


42. Angry Uluka was restrained by 
Sahadeva in battle. 


43. Having killed his four horses 
powerful Sahadeva — despatched 
charioteer to the abode of Yama. 


44. Then leaping down from his car 
O king, Uluka, the joy of his sire, soon 
advanced against the host of Trigarttas. 


_ 45. Having pierced Sakuni ‘with twenty 

sharp arrows Satya.i, as if smiling, struck 

— the standard of Suvala’s son with his 
art. “ 


46. O king, the powerful son of Suvala 
too, worked up with anger, cutting off his 
coat of mail, again sundered his golden 


the 
his 


standard. 
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47. Then Satyaki pierced him in re- 
turn with sharpened arrows and_ then 
quickly despatched to the abode of Yama 
hus charioteer and horses with thmwe arréws. 


48. Then O king, jumping down all on 
a sudden from his own car Sakuni quickly 
got on.Uluka’s car. Then that heroe, ex- 
pert. in fighting, soon took away Sini’s 
grand-son. 

49. Then O king, Satyaki, with great 
force, advanced against your army at which 
they were all routed. 

50. Covered with arrows shot by Sini’s 

rand-son your soldiers, O king, fled away 
in all directions and dropped down dead. 


51. Your son obstructed Bhimasena in 
battle. Bhima however, in, a moment, de- 
prived him of his horses, charioteer, car 
and standard. 


52. His men, O king, were highly 
leased and the king soon fled away from 
Thaemeaaats view. 


53- Then the entire Kuru army rushed 
towards Bhimasena. And desirous of kill- 
ing Bhima they set up a terrible shout. 


—ss. Having struck Kripa Yudha- 
satagdl sag cut On his bow. But Kripa, 
the forernost of the wielders of arms, taking 
up another bow struck down on earth 
Yudhamanyu’s standard, charioteer and 
umbrella, Then the great car-warrior 
Yudhamanyu fled away on his car. 

56. Tlttamouja soon covered Hridika’s 
son Bhima of dreadful prowess like showers 
covering a mountain, 

57. Then O slayer of enemies, that 
battle became highly dreadful the like of 
which had never been seen by me before, 
O king. 

58. Then Kritavarma, in that battle, 
O king, all on a sudden struck Uttamouja 
on the breast at which the latter sank down 
on his car, 

59. His charioteer however carried away 
that foremost of car-warriors. Then the 
Kuru army surrounded Bhimasena from 
all sides, 


60. With a huge elephant force Dusha- 
sana and Suvala’s son surrounded Pandu’s 
son and began to assail him with small 
arrows. 

61. Thereupon making the an Dur- 
yodhana retreat from he battle-held with 
a hundred arrows Bhima quickly advanced 
against the elephant force. 

62. Beholding that elephant force ad- 
wance against him all on a sudden Vriko- 
dara, worked up greatly with anger, invited 

weapons. ¢ then struck ele- 
pe 
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‘ 
phants with elephants as Indra assailed 
the Asuras. ' 


63. Killing the elephants in battle 
\Yrikodara covered the sky with arrows as 
a swarm of insects cover a flame. 


64. As the wind scatters a collection of 
clouds so Bhima dispersed and killed those 
elephants collected there in thousands, 


65. Covered with net-works of gold and 
a the elephants looked greatly beauti- 
ul like clouds charged with lightning, 
66. Assailed by Bhima, O king, the 
elephants fled away on all sides. Some, 
cut to their hearts, fell down on earth. 


67. With elephants adorned with gold 
fallen there the earth appeared as if strewn 
with shattered meuntains. % ° 


68. With fallen elephant warriors, shin- 
ing and adorned with jewels the earth 
shone beautiful as if covergd with planets 
dropped for the wane of virtue. 


69. With their temples, frontal globes 
and trunks maimed the elephants, struck 
by Bhimasena’s gzsewwSf fled away in 
hundreds in that battle. 
e70. With their limbs wounded with 
arrows, stricken with fear and vomitting 
blood, some,huge like mountains, fled away 
like mountains adorned.with metals. 


71. There they saw the two arms of 
Bhimasena, holding bows, pasted with 
sandal and Aguru and I two huge « 
serpents. 


72. Hearing the pA of his bow 
resembling the sound of a thunder-bolt the 
elephants passed urine and excreta and 
fled away. 

73. That feat, of the intelligent Bhima- 
senaywho fought single-handed, resembled 
that of Rudra while destroying all creatures. 

2 


CHAPTER LXH. 


GeARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then on that best of cars drawn by 
white horses and driven by Narayana 
himself the beaytiful Arjuna arrived there.’ 


2. As thgfwind agitates a great ocean 
so Vijaya gerpowered your army, O fore- 
most of kiffgs, abounding in horse-men, 


3. While (Arjuna) the rider of white 
horses was a little careless your son Duryo- 
dhana, worked up with anger, and sur- 
rounded by his soldiers, came there all o 
sudden and encompassed the revengef 
Yudhisthira. ws 





Yn4 


4. He then struck Yudhisthira with 
seventy-three razor-shaped arrows. At 
that Kunti’s son Yudhisthira was greatly 
worked up with anger. - 


5. He quickly struck your son with 
thirty darts. Then the Kuru soldiers 
rushed against Yudhisthira for seizing 
him. : 


6. Then apprised of the evil intention | 


of the enemies the age car-warriors came 
there in a body for rescuing Kunti's son 
YVYudhishthira. 


7. Encircled by an Akshouhini of sol- 
diers Nakula, Sahadeva, Dhristadyumna 
and Parshata advanced towards Yudhish~- 
thira. 

$.* Grindin 
our army Bhimasena too went where 

udhisthira was surrounded by his enemies. 


9. Making a downpour of arrows, O 
king, Vikartana’s son Karna obstructed 
alone al] those great bowmen. 


to. Although. making a downpour of 
arrows, discharging 1varas, and exerting 
their very best they could not look at the 
son of Radha, ° 


11. With a huge downpour of arrows the 
son of Radha who had mastered all sorts of 
weapons withstood all those great bow men. 


12, Takirg up speedily his bow the 
-noble-minded i Sa soon approached 
*Duryodhana and struck him with twenty 
arrows. 


13. Struck’ by Sahadeva Duryodhana, 
huge like a mountain, covered with blood, 
appeared like a maimed elephant. 


«14. Seeing your son sorely wounded 
with many powerful shaits Karna, the best 
of car-warriors, wroth proceeded there. 


15, Beholding Duryodhana in that con- 
ition and quickly getting ready his 
weapon he soon struck the sons of 
Yudhisthira awd Prishata. 


16, Assailed with arrows by the great 
son.of the charioteer Yudhisthira’s si ldiers 
_ all ona sudden fled away, 


17. Various sorts of arrows fell there 
touching one another. Those, shot off the 
bow of Karna, touched the wings of others 
with their blades, 


18. The arrows coming in “ontact with 
one another a conflagration was caused in 
the sky. 


19, With arrows capable of piercing the 
bodies of the enemies and advancing quick- 
ly Karna covered the ten quarters as if 
‘with a swarm of locusts. 





| looked exceedingly + dreadful. 


the great* car-warriors of | 
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Karna of the color of crimson sandal and 
adorned with guld and jewels, 


21. Then all the quarters were shrouded 
with arrows. And Karna greatly assailed 
the righteous king Yudhishthira. 


22. Then worked up with anger Kunti’s: 
son king Yudhishthira struck Karna with 
fifty sharpened arrows, 


23. Darkened with arrows that army 
And your 
soldiers, O king, sent up piteous wails of 
pain, 

24. Whilst they were being slain by 
Dharma’s son with various sharp Kanka- 
feathered arrows whetted on stone, Bhallas, 
Saktis and clubs. 


25. Wherever the virtuous king extend- 
ed his looks all the soldiers of your party 
were shattered. 


26, Then Karna, greatly worked up 
with anger, struck Yudhisthira with winged 
and calf-tooth shaped arrows. 


-27. Revengeful, wrathful and having his 
lips trembling in anger the highly energetic. 
Karna struck Yudhishthira with arrows. 
Yuchishthira too struck him with gold 
feathered and sharpened arrows. 


28. Karna, as {if smiling, struck the 
Pandava king on the breast with three 
winged darts, 


ag. Thus greatly assailed by him the 
pious king VYudhishthira sat down on. his 
car and ordered his charioteer to go. 


30. Then all the soldiers of your army 
with their king sent up a loud war-cry 
saying “ seize him.”” And then they rushed 
towards the king. 


31. Then seventeen hundred Kekaya 
warriors® with Panchalas_ obstructed the 
soldiers of Duryodhana. 

32. When that dreadful and destruc- 
tive battle raged on the highly powerfull 
li seb Bhima fought with each 
other. 


CHAPTER LXIIL. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :—~° 


1. Karna, with a net-work of arrows, 
struck the mighty car-warrior, the great 
bowman of the Kekaya race who all stood 
before him. shade 


2. Five hundred heroes who withstood 


20, Beautiful bows shone in the arms of | him in battle were killed by Katinas 


v 
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3 Thereupon seeing the son of Radha | of Madra in the battle-field, still Karna, 
irrepressible in battle ail those warriors, | worked up with anger, pursued Yudhish= 
assailed by Karna’s shafts, apprqached thira. : 
Bhimasena. rege 19. Having wounded then greatly with 

4—5. Dispersing that car-force with his | sharpened arrows the two sons begotten on 
arrows Karna, in a charriot, pursued the | Madri by Pandu, Karna smiling made 
heroic Yudhishthira,who,then wounded with | (the king) turn his face with arrows in 
arréw$, and almost unconscious, was slowly | battle. 
proceeding towards encampment between 20, Thereupon, Salya smiling again 
the twins. said to Karna, who was on the car, worked 

6. Approaching the king, the car- | up with anger and bent upon killing 
warrior’s son, with a desire to do good to | Yudhishthira, 

Duryodhana, struck him with three highly | 2; «@ son of Radha, leaving aside 
powerful sharpened arrows. Partha, for whom you are always honored 

7. The king then struck Radha’s son | by the son of Dhritarastra, what will you 
on the breast with an arrow, his charioteer | reap by killing Yudhisthira ? 


with three and his horses wit} four. 22. Here isthe great blar® of theconchs 
8. The two sons of Madri protected the | blown by the two Krishnas. And here is 

sides of Yudhisthira and then they ran | being heard the twang of his bow like the 

towards Karna so that he might not kill | muttering of clouds in the rainy season, 


the king. . 23. Behold O Karna, having slain all 

g. Then the highly careful Nakula and | our car-warriors in battle with a net work of 
Sahadeva severally covered Karna with a | arrows, Arjuna is devouring our entire 
downpour of arrows. army. a 


10. Then the highly powerful son of the 24. The rear of the heroe is being 
charioteer struck those high-souled and | protected Yudhamanyu and Uttamajasa. 
victorious heroes with sharpened darts. @ 7 "And Satyaki is protecting his wheel on the 


11. Then in the battle Radha’s son | north. 
killed Yudhishthira’s most excellent horses 25. Dhristadyumaa is guarding his wheel 
white as the teeth, quick-coursing like the | in the south and Bhimasena is fighting with 
mind and having black tails. the king Duryodhana. ’ 


12, Then as if smiling the charioteer’s 26. Look to it to-day, O Karna, so that 
son, a great bowman himself, struck down | Bhima may not kill the king in our very 
with another Bhallya the crown of the son | pres=nce and he may escape him, 


of Kunti, 27. Behold he has béen overpowered b 
13. Having killed then Nakula’s horses | Bhimasena, a beauty of the battle field. 

the powerful (Karna) sundered the bow and | It will be a great wonder if you can release 

arrows of the intelligent son of Madri. him. ° 


14. Then those two sons of Pandu, the #8. Go there and rescue the king for he 
two brothers (Yudhisthira affd Nakula) | has been overtaken*by a great danger. 
greatly wounded, got upon Sahadeva's car | What will you gain by killing the two gons 
after theic horses and car had been des- | of Madra and the king Yudhisthira ? 


troyed. 29—32. Hearing the words of the kin 
15. Seeing them deprived of their cars, | Salya and seeing Duryodhana sscivaiee 
their maternal uncle, the king of Madra, | by Bhima in that great battle, Karna, 
and slayer of inimical heroes,out of compas- | wAked up with the words of Salya and 
sion said to Karna. anxious to save the king, left the king 
16, “You are to fight to-day with Yudhishithira who has no enemies and the 


Pandi’s son Phalguna. Why do you, | Wo sons of Madri and hurried on for 
irate, then fight -with the pious king rescuing your son, After Karna’s depar- 





- on ture, Yudhi@hira, begotten by Pandu on * 
poy peace | Kunti, lef the battle-field, born by the » 
17. With your weapons exhausted, the | quick-cgftsing horses of Sahadeva. 


coat of mail mutilated, arrows reduced and 33-—-35- Guarded by the twins the king 


without quiver, with your horses and | quickly returned to his camp in shame. . 


charioteer worn out with fatigue and your- | }4i< bod : ounda: 
self wounded with shafts by the enemies, a Paget ige es Fete che ae 


when you will encounter Partha, O son of | cat on his best seat. The arrows were then 


Radha, you will be a butt of ridicule.” taken out of his person and the king, 
“18, Although accosted thus by the king | filled with sorrow, said to his twin brothers 
: ” 
Par 
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' 
the two great car-warriors, the powerful | 


sons of Madri, ‘ Go speedily to Bhima's 


detachment.” 


CHAPTER LXIV. 
f 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 


Sanjaya siad :— : 


1. Thereupon surrounded by a mighty 


car-force Drona’s son appeared, all ona | 


sudden O king, where Pritha’s son was. 


2. Like a bank containing ocean Pritha’s 
heroic. son, assisted by Shguri, all on a 
sudden, encountered him, 


3. Thereupon filled with anger, O 
monarch, the highly oy? wy son of Drona 
covered Arjuna arfd Krishna with arrows. 


4. Beholding those two Krishnas covered 
with arrows the mighty car-warriors of the 
Pandava and Kuru.ermies, filled with great 
wonder, looked at them. ~~ 


5. Thereupon as if smiling Arjuna 
created a celestial weapon which, Q 
descendant of Bharata, 
baffled in battle. 


6, Whatever weapon that the Pandava 
discharged in “battle for killing the son of 
Drona, the great bowman made useless. 


y. Then, O king, a great encounter of 
weapons took place in that great battle 
when we saw the Son of Drona like Death 
himself with widening mouth. 


8. Having filled all the quarters and 
diréctions with straight arrows he sundered 
Krishna's right arm with three arrows. 


g. Thereupon killing all the horses of 
the high-souled one Arjuna created, in the 
battle-field, a dreadful stream of blood, 
carring away all to the other region, 


to. There all beheld cars and warriors 
belonging to the detachment of Drfona’'s 
son destroyed by arrows shot off Paréya's 
bow. There then flowed a river dreadful 
and running on to the other world. 


11. In that agitating and dreadful en- 
counter between Drona’s son and Partha 
the warriors rushed towards.one another 
without any consideration whatSsever. 


12. Oking, the horses and cl.arioteers 
of cars were killed, the cavalry were des- 
tro and the riders of elephants were 
slain. ‘Thus a dreadful slaughter of animals 
was carried on by Partha in that battle. 


..13- Then the car-warriors fell down 
slain by arrows shot off Partha’s bow. And 


the Brahmana | 


¢ 
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the horses, with their trappings destro 
ran about hither and thisher ¥ i 


14-215. Witnessing these feats of 
Partha, befutifying the battle-field. the 
powerful son of Drona speedily encountered 
that foremost of the victorious, quivered his 
dreadful, gold bedecked bow and struck 


hina on all sides with innumerable sharpen- 
dd arrows. 


16. O monarch, Drouni again ruth- 
lessly wounded Arjuna on the breast with a 
winged arrow. 


17. O son of Bharata, being greatly 
wounded in battle by that son of Drona he, 
with force, took up his Gandiva bow. ‘Then 
the highly intelligent herce covered Drona's 
Sn with a downpour of arrows and cut off 
his bowstring, 


“18, Having his bow thus snapped 
Drona’s son took up a sword, like unto a 
thunder bolt and hurled it at Arjuna. 


19. O King, as if smiling, Arjuna all 
on a sudden cut off that gold-gilded sword 
that was about to fall on him. 


20. Sundered by Partha’s arrows it felf 
down on earth like a mountain shattered by 
(Jndra’s) thunder-bolt. 


21. Thereupon irate, the might 
warrior son of Drona covere 
Vibhatsu with weapons granted him 
Indra. 


22. Beholding those weapons of Indra 
about to fall on him Partha toox up his 
Gandiva and speedily baffled them with an 
arrow created for him by Vasava. 


car- 
fully 
by 


23—24. Then cutting off that net-work 
of Indra’s weapon Partha soon covered the 
car of Drona’s son. Assailed by Arjuna’s 
arrows Drouni, encountering the former and 
cutting threugh the downpour of Pandava's 
arrows, called to his aid a powerful weapen, 
and all on a sudden wounded Krishna with 
a hundred arrows, and Arjuna with three 
hundred small arrows, 


25. Thereupon with a hundred arrows 
Arjuna pierced the son of his preceptor to 
the very vitals. He then covered his horses 
and charioteer with a number of arrows in 
the very presence of the warriors, 


26. Then wounding Drouni on his vital 
arts, Pandava, the slayer of inimical 
eroes, struck down his driver from his car 

with a dart. e 


27. Then himself taking up the reins of 
horses Drona’s son covered Krishna with 
onees: He saw a wonderful power in him 
en, . 
28. He simultaneously drove his herses 
and fought with Phalguna. He was spokgn 


~ 


KARNA 


highly of by all the warriors in battle, O 

ing. . 

29. Then smiling a little, Vibhatsu_ also 
named Jaya spedily cut off @he réin of 
Drouni’s horses in battle with a razor-like 
shaft. 


30. Assailed with weapons the horses 
Tan-away on all sides. There then took 
place a great havoc of your soldiers, 


31- Having thus accomplished victory 
the Pandavas, desirous of achieving (fur- 
ther) success, pursued your soldiers, on all 
sides, making a discharge of arrows. 


32—33. ‘Thereupon in the very presence 
of your sons, O king, conversant with 
diverse modes of warfare, of Suvala’s son 
Shakuni and Karna your great army was 
again and again routed by the Pandava 
warriors desirous of victory. 


34. Although prevented, O king, by 
your sons that great army assailed on all 
sides did not stop in the battle- field, 


35. The warriors taking to their heels 
on all sides in numbers a great confusion 
took place in the vast terror-stricken army 
of your son. 


36. Karna then exclaimed ‘Wait waig’ 
But your army, slain by many great 
‘warriors, did not wait in the battle-field. 


37. Beholding the army of Duryodhana, 
thus routed on all sides, the Pandavas, 
filled with the desire of ‘victory, sent up 
oud war-cries. 


39. Duryodhana then lovingly said 
tare :—See, O Karna, how our army, 
greatly assailed by the Pandava,is flying on 
‘all sides, although you are present here. 
O repressor of foes, do what you think 
proper now. 


40. Routed by the Pandavas, thousands 
‘of our soldiers are calling after you only. 


41. Hearing those weighty words of 
Duryodhana, Karna, as if smiling, said to 
the Madra king. 


42. ‘ Bebold, O king, the strength of 
my arms and weapons, I will kill to-day 
in battle all the Panchalas and Pandavas. 
Drive my car, O best of men, and every 
thing will be as I have said.” 


43—44. Having said this,O monarch, 
the charioteer’s son, highly powerful as he 
was, took up his old@ictorious bow Vijaya 
the best of its kind, and rubbing again and 
and again its string set it on the bow. 
Thereupon having assured his army and 
‘commanded ‘them ‘to wait in the battle- 


“field, the powérful and highly energetic 
“Karna set Bhargava weapons to bas bow. 
string. 
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45. Thhre came out in a stream, O king, 
millions of sharp arrows in that mighty 
encounter, ; it 


46. Covered fully with those shining and 
"dreadful Kanka and peacock-feat 
arrows the Pandava soldiers could see 
nothing in the battle-field. 


47. Assailed by the powerful Bhrgava 
weapon in that battle, O king! Panchalas 
set up loud lamentations. 


48—49. And O king, thousands of eles 
phants, horses, cars and men falling on all 
sides, the earth began to shake. The 
great army of the Pandavas quivered from 
one end to the other. 


50. In the meantime while killing his 
enemies, that forerhost of men, the great 
warrior Karna, even destroying ts foes, 
shone like smokeless fire. 


51—52. Massacred theneby Karna the 
Panchalas and Chedis lost their conscious« 
ness in the battle-field like elephants when 
a forest fire rages on. The leading warriors 
sent up war-cries roaring like tigers, Like 
animals at the hque-wf*ffniversal dissolution 
the soldiers, terror-stricken, and running 
wildly about in the battle-field, set up lou 
eries of lamentations, 


53. Secing them thus slaughtered by the 
charioteer's son, all creatures, beasts and 
birds, were terrorised. 


. 

54. As the spirits call upon the Regent 
of Death to save them, so the Srinjayas, 
massacred by Karna, repeatedly prayed to 
Arjuna and Vasudeva's son, to save them. 


55. Beholding there the discharge of the 
dreadful Bhargava weapon and hearing the 
cries of his men slaughtered by Karna, 
with arrows Kunti’s son Dhananjaya Said 
to Krishna. 


56. “Behold, O mfghty-armed Krishna, 
the power of Bhargava weapon. No gne 
can withstand it in battle, 


57. Behold again in this great encounter 
O Krishna, the great son of a charioteer, 
resethbling Death himself in power and 
performing a dreadful feat. 

58. Repeatedly urging on his horses he 
is looking at me. I will not be able to tear 
me away from Karna in battle, 


PARVA. 











60. us addressed by Partha, Krishna, 
the subduer of his enemies,said to Dhanan- 
jaya, the foremost - of the wise, the follow= 
ing suitable to the occasion. 


61. The royal son of Kunti has been 
greatly wounded by Karna. Seeing him 
| rst you will afterwards kill Karna, ; 
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62. Then Janarddana proceedtd to see 
Nudhisthira, thinking, O king, that Karna, 
in the meantime, would be worn out with 
fatigue in battle. 


63. Himself too being desirous of seeing 
the ing thus wounded with arrows, Dhan- 
anjaya, at the bidding of Keshava, left the 
battle, and went on his car, 





’ CHAPTER LXV. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd.' J 
Sanjaya said :— 


. 

“a. Maving‘vanquished Drona’s son and 
performed a highly difficult and heroic 
task, Dhananjaya, ever irrepressible to his 
enemies, with a bow ready in his hands, 
eyed his own army. 


_ 2. Cheering up the warriors that were 
still fighting at the heads of their respective 
detachments and sneaking highly of their 
former successes Arjuna cnjoined his car- 
warriors to be at their posts. 


3. Not finding his brother Yudhisthira,” 
adescendant of Ajamida, Arjuna quickly 
approached Bhima and enquired of the 
king’s whereabouts, saying ‘‘Where is the 
king ?” “ 


Bhima said :— 


4. Wounded wirh Karna’s arrows the 
pious king Yudhisthira has gone away 
trom here. 1 doubt if he still survives. 


Arjuna said :— 

5. ‘For this very reason proceed you 
quickly from here and bring the nevs of 
the king, that foremost of Kurus. Forsooth, 


greatly wounded with Karna’s arrows, the 
king has gone to his camp. 


6, Although struck greatly with sharpen- 
ed arrows by Drcena’s son the king still 
waited in the battle-field,desirous of victory, 
uti) Drona was slain. 


7, The high-minded chief of Pandus, 


undoubtedly met with peril in battle through 
Karna. Go quickly, Bhima, and learn of 





| ly where Yudhisthira was. 


Sanjaya said :— 
g. Then Arjuna said to Bhimasena jo 
‘?Vhe Samsaptakas are before my avmy. 


Without killvig these my enemies I cannot 
leave the post,” 


to. Bhima replied then to Arjuna :— 
‘“O foremost of Kurus, with the aid of my 
own power, I will encounter the Samsap- 


takas in battle, you better go yourself, O 
Dhananjaya. 


11, Thereupon hearing those brave 
words of his brother Bhimasena, in the 
midst of the enemies, and desirous of going 


to see Yudhisthira, he said to the Vrishni 
heroe (Krishna) :— 


12, “Leave this ooean-like army, O 
Hrishikesha and drive the horses. 1 wish 


to sec, O Kesnava, the king who has no 
énemies.” 


13. While he {was about to drive the 
horses, the foremost of Dasharhas said to 
Bhima :—‘It is nothing wonder for you, 
O Bhima. {ill the enemies of Partha.” 


14. Thereupon Hrishikesha drove quick- 
Quickly was 
he borne there, O king, by the horses re- 
sembling Garuda himself, 


“15. He had left there Bhimasena, the 
slayer of his enemies, with instructions to 
fight the enemies, O king. 


16, Then driving in their car those two 
heroes approached the king who was lying 
alone on his bed. They got down from the 


car and saluted the ieet of the righteous 
Yudhisthira, 


17. Seeing that foremost of men safe 
and sound the two Krishnas were filled with 


delight as the two Ashwins are on seeing 
Indra. 


18. As Vivaswan congratulated the two 
Ashwinis, as Vrihaspati congratulated 
Indra and Vishnu after they had killed the 


powerful Asura Jambha so the king congra- 
tulated them both. 


19. Thinking that Karea had been killed 
the virtuous king was delighted and he then 
addressed them thus, with his accents 
suppressed with joy. 


— 


_ condition. 1 will wait he-e and oppose CHAPTER LXVI. 
the enemy. 
Tihinie’ said: (KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


8. O illustrious and leading descendant 
of Bharata, better go yourselt and enquire 
_after the king. It 1 go, O Arjuna, the 
» eading warriors will explain gpa, |] 
rightened in baitle, ca: 


Yudhisthira said:— 

1.. Welcome to you, Devaki's son and 
Dhananjaya, highly agreeable to me — 
is the pleasure of you too, O Arjuna, O 
Achyuta. * 


ees 


. Though yourselves are not wounded 
enemies, you two, who are his ene- 
s, have killed the mighty Karna, 
~ 2. Who was like a deadlyeserpéht in 
tle, an adept in all weapons, the leader of 
all the sons of Dhritarashtra, nay the very 
warder of their armour and coats of mail ; 
ae ho was protected by the great 
archers Vrishave and Siadvens ; highly 
energetic, powerful and taught by Rama 
(himself) the use of arms ; ; 
‘5.. Who was the head of all the world, 
‘most celebrated car-warrior; who was 
Wie viour of Dhritarashtra’s sons and who 
led the van of the army ; 







6. Who was the destroyer of others’ 
armies and the oppressor of the enemies, 
and was bent upon doipg Duryodhana a 
good turn and afflicting us ; . 
_ 7. Who was irrepressible even unto the 
gods ‘headed by Vasava in a great battle, 
and was like unto fire and wind in energy 
and strength ; 

8. Who was unfathomable like the ne- 
ther region andan increaser of the joy of 
friends, he was like Death incarnate to his 
enemies. By good luck, having slain that 
Karna in the great battle you come nege 
like the immortals after vanquishing: the 
demons, ’ 

9. O Achyuta, O Arjuna, a great en- 
counter. took place to-day between myself 
Setting forth my best energies and that 
hero who appeared like Death incarnate 
bent upon destroying all creatures. 

1o—11t. By him my standard was cut 
down, my two Pars/ini drivers were killed 
and I was made horseless and carless im the 
very presence of Yuyudhana, Dhristadyum- 
na, the twins, the heroic Shikhandin the 
son{of Drupada, and all the Panchalas, 

/ 12. O you of mighty arms, having van- 

wished deans all dad Beiny others of his 
bin! the highly powerful Karna, de- 
feated me in that great battle although I 
tried my very best to withstand him. F 
13. Forsooth pursuing me on all the 
Gir ind deteatheg all my allies in that 
‘battle that foremost of warriors addressed 
_to me many harsh words. © Vays 
_ 14. It is-through Bhima’s power that I 
do: urvi ‘O Dh nanjaya ; what more 

Ter ie eae bes et deed too 


. 0 










Dhananjay®, through fear of him, 


ight nor have I en- 
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days being numbered I: avoided: 2 
the bird Voddrinasa, I approa 
as if bent on my own destruction. — 
or asleep I spent my days only in ‘ 

ehow I would accomplish Karna’s death. 


18. Even while awake, O Arjuna, T see 
his illusion (of Karna) and it seems to : 
as if the whole universe is filled with f ¥ 


19. Wherever I go, O Dhawanjaya, iv. ¥- 
fear of Karna, everywhere I see his image 
before me. Sen 


20. O Partha, with my horses and cars. 
I was vanquished by Karna, who never 
retreats from the battle-field. He simply let — 
me go with my life. : 
2t. Of what use is life and kingdom. to 
me, since Karna, the beauty. of the battles 
field, has defieg and ridiculed me. . i 

22. I had never undergone such humi« 
liation in battle even from Bhishma, Kripa, 
or Drona, as I have to-day. at the hands 
of the son of Suta the nfighty charioteer. 

23. Therefore it is that I ask you ta» 
day, O son of Kunti, about your welfare, 
Relate to me in detail how you slew Karna 
to-day, ° ’ 

24. He was in battle like Sakra him- 
self and in prowess like Yama and like i 
nama in arms. *How has he been killed 
then 


Tes 


£ 
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253. He was a mighty charioteer and 
well-known for being an adept in all the 
forms of warfare: he was the foremost of 
archers and the leader of all. a 


26. O prince, he was respected by Dhrita- 
rashtra himself as well ds by his sons for 
u alone. How has then the son of Rad 
-been kil’e 1 by you to-day ? 4 

27. O Arjuna, O foremost of men, in 
all the battles Karna was regarded by 
Dhritarashtra's sons as your death, 


28. How have you then, O most power- 
ful of men, killed him in battle? Describe 
to me, O son of Kunti, how Karna has been 
slaingby you. 


2%. How did you cut off his head, O 
most mighty one, asa tiger pieces off the 
head of a Ruru deer, while he was fighting, 
even in_the presence of all his allies? © 


30—31. s the wicked Karna lie to-~ 
day on t naked earth killed with your 
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keen Kan/fi-feathered arrows—Karna, 


FF 


4 
son of Buta, who used to search all the 
quarters for you and who had promised to 4 
give a car with six elephantine bulls to him A 

| who would point te out? Indeed by kill: a 
ing him in battle you have perf a : 
work highly congenial to me, eres q 

j 
ee 
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of Suta, who had even before 


\ 

32: How did you encounter and kill in 
battle that well-honored hero, that proud 
and haughty son of Suta who used to search 
you everywhere in the battle-field. 


$3: Have you, O brother, really slaii 
in battle the vicious scoundrel who was ever 
ready to challenge you and to give away 
to others a superb golden chariot along 
with bulls,; steeds and elephants provided 
they could give him some clue of you ? 


34. Have you, indeed, slain that favour- 
ite of Suyodhana who, being elated with 
the pride of chivalry, ever used to indulge 
in self-glorification amidst the assembly of 
the Kurus ? 


35- Does the scoundrel lie low on the 
battle-field erie. being mangled all over 
the body with fong-ranging blood-bes- 
meared shafts hurled by you from your 
bow. Could you break in twain the arms of 
Dhritarastra’s sons ? 


36. Could: you baffle the foolish brag- 
gings he used to make amidst the assemby 
of kings simply to soothe Duryodhana, say - 
ing,--1 will kill Phalguna ? 


37. Have oe O son ot Indra, slain in 
to-day’s battle the dull-headed Karna, the 
son Suta, who had taken an oath not tp© 
wash his feet till Partha breathed ? 


38—39. That designing Karna who 
amidst the assembly of the Kuru chiefs 
had said to Krishna ‘why don’t you, O 
Krishna, desert the powerless, imbecile and 
degraded Pandavas’—that Karna who had 
vowed solemnly that he would not return 
from the field ,till he slew (both) Krishna 
and Partha—tell re does that vicious Karna 
lie to-day on the field with mangled 
limbs ? 


49. ou do full well remember how hotly 
the battle raged when the Srinjayas and the 
Kaurava's faced each other—the encounter 
in which [ was brought to such a sad 
phght. Did you come face to face with 

arpa and shoothim down ? 


41. Have you to-day, O Sabyasachin, 
severed that ear-ring-bedecked splendid’ 
eR of Karna off from his body withwour 

ery shafts discharged from the Gandiva. 

42. O valiant one, afflicted with Karna’s 
shafts to-day how I thought of you (that 
you would ‘slayhim)! Have you put that 
thought of mine to action by slaying 
Karna ? 

43. Being under the zgis of “arna the 
proud Suyodhana cared us not a jot. Have 
you by your might removed that xgis ? 


44. Did you encounter him in the field 
and settle with that wretched b> ge the son 
assembly 


. 
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of the Kauravas likened us to sesame seeds. 
devoid of kernel ; bat 


45.« That unrighteous son of Suta who 
had, grinning all the while, ordered Du- 
swashanta to drag out Jagyasena’'s daughter 
won by Subala's son {as a stake) at dice; 


46. That dull-headed Karny who had 
upbraided the foremost warriors on Ear 
our grand-sire Bhi -upon being des- 
cribed as an indifferent car-warrior in the 
course of the tale of Rathas and Atirathas? 


47. Assure me, O Phalguna, that you 
have met with and slain that Karna in battle, 
and thereby quench the flame of vindic- 
tiveness blazing within my heart being 
fanned by the wind of mortification. 


48. Tell me, therefore, how you slew 
the son of Sufa, “0 hero, J have so long 
been expecting yon even as the divine 
Bishnu had awaited the arrival of Indra 
to bring him the news of Vritra's death, 


*, 


CHAPTER LXVII, 


AKARNABADHA PARVA)—Conid. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Hearing those words of the pious 
king, who was all anger, the great warrior 
Jishnu of indomitable energy said to the 
irrepressible and powerful Yudhisthira : 


2. “O king, while fighting with the Sam- 
saptakas to-day, Drona's son, the leader of 
the Kuru army, all of a sudden came upon 
me discharging arrows that were like deadly 
serpents, 


3. Seeing my car rattling like a cloud, 
all the soldiers stood encircling it. Killing 
them all, who were full five hundred in 
number, [. proceeded, O mightest of kings, 
against Drona’s son. wk 


4. Encountering me, O king, the hero 
rushed peapunaly against me like a leader 
of elephants rushing upon a lion and intend- 
ed to rescue the warriors who were being 
slain by me. ticiak Mr ; 


5. Later on in the battle, the invincible 


tor’s son, the foremost of Kuru 
warciors, afilicted me and Janardana with 


arrows poignant like poison and fire. _ 
6. While he fought with me, eight carts 
each drawn by eight bullocks conveyed ~ 
his hundreds 0 arrows, Like a ind saiek 
sipating clouds I baffled the arrows he. 
showe Ci ee 
7: 
watery contents in downpours he, 
ing his bow-string tohis very ears, 
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yeen hundred of these car-warriors. 
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battle-field. that we 
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KARNA 


bs me with skill and force thousands. of 


ther arrows. 


. So.quickly did he move about in the 

could grot @iscern 
from which side did he shoot his arrows, 
right or left, nor could we ascertain when he 
took up the arrows and when he discharged 
them. 
9. In fact, always we saw the bow of 
Drona’s son drawn to a circle. At last he 
struck me with five sharp arrows and 
Vasudeva with another five. 


10, In a moment, however, I struck 
him with thirty thunder-bolt-like arrows. 
Greatly wounded with the shafts discharged 
by me he ere long looked like a porcupine. 


11.. All his limbs were covered with 
Dlood. Beholding his sgldigrs, the best of 
warriors, bathed in blood and overpowered 
by me,the son of Suta soon entered into 
the detachment of car+-warriors. 


12. Beholding the soldiers terror-striken 
and over-powered by me in battle and see- 
ing the elephants and horses flying away, 
Karna at once marched against me with 
fifty car-warriors., Killing them, however, 
and avoiding Karna I have come here 
presently to see you. 


13.. Seeing Karna, the Panchalas are @ll 
filled with fright even like the kine on seeing 
a lion, Like men entering into the gaping 
i of Death the Prabhadrakas, O king, 

ave confronted Karna. 


14. Karna has already killed me, 

ve 
son of Suta did not lose heart till he came 
to our view. 


15. You were first engaged with Aghwa- 
thama and awfully wounded by him, After- 
wards Karna saw you.. I thought, O you 
of wonderful deeds, that coming away from 
the wanton Karna you were enjoying rest. 


16. O son of Pandu, I saw Karna's 
wonderful weapon being carried in front of 
the army. Methinks there is none amongst 
the Srinjayas who will be able to withstand 
the mishty car-warrior Karna, 


17. O king, let Srini’s grandson, Satyaki 
ind. Dhristadyumna guard my two wings. 
the heroic prioces Yudhamanyu and 
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Dttamanjas protect my rear. — 





that heroic and 


incible car-wa can be found 


_in this battle. Come and see us fight with 


each other in battle for victory. 
Pen Like persons facing a powerful bull 


the. Prabhadrakas are charging upon 


: 
i 
| 
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Karna. ix thousands of kings are giving 
their lives for heaven, yee 

21. If however, O king, displaying all 
my strength | do not kill Karna with his 
allies in battle, I shall be doomed, O lien 
among kings, to the curse which falls to 
the lot of one who promisesa thing and 
does not redeem it. 

22. I seek thy blessing, O king. Dosa 
that ‘victory will be mine,’ eae ihe 
sons of Dhritarashtrg are about to devour 
Bhima. I will slay Karna and his men 
and all our enemies.” 


CHAPTER LXVUI. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—fonie. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Hearing that Karna‘of great prowess 
was still alive and being angry with Phal- 
guna, Yudhisthira, the Pritha’s son of in- 
comparable energy, who had been wounded 


by Karna with arrows, said to Dhanan- 
jaya: ° 
2. “Yourarmy, my brother, must have 


ween disgraced to-day and fled away, 
stricken’ with fear, And you have come here 
forsaking Bhima because you have not 
been able to kill Karna. 


3. Shame itis, O Partha, that you did 
enter into Kunti’s womb. It did not 
become you to leave behind Bhima in éhe 
battle-field because you could not slay 
Karna. 


4.. You said to me,"O Partha, in the 
Daita forest that you would kill Karna with 
noone on your car, Why have you then, 
afraid of Karna, come here avoi him 
and leaving behind Bhima. : 


° 

5. If you had safd in the Daita forest 
‘O king, 1 won't be able to kill Kagna, 
we would have in time, O Partha, made 
some befitting arrangements, 


6. Having promised to kill him, O hero, 
ou*have not kept your promise, Having 
aynched us in the midst of our enemies 
why have you shattered us into pieces by 
wrecking us on a rock ? 

7. O Arjuna, we showered many a bless- 
ing on you because we‘ expected much 
good of you# But all our hopes, O prince, 
are frustgated, like that of aman expect- 
ing fruj# froma tree and getting flowers 
instead. : 


poison mixed up with food, you did for no- 
thing point out to our coyetuous selves this 
destruction in the shape of kingdom, 


aa 34,13 





8. Like a hook hiddellin a. fish, ile oa 


isa 


9. For these thirteen years, re) Dhanan- 
jaya, we have been hoping and expecting 
much of you even like the seeds sown on 
earth in expectation of rains from gods in 
season, 


to—11. O you of wicked sense, an in- 
visible voice from the sky said to Pritha, 
on the seventh day from your birth: * This 
son born to you will be powerful like 
Vasava. He will vanquish all his powerful 
enemies. Gifted with a superior energy he 
will defeat at Khandava all the gods assist~ 
ed by other creatures. He will conquer the 
Madras, the Kalingas, and the Kaikeyas, 
He will kill the Kurus in the midst of num- 
bers of kings, 


12, There will be no archer superior to 
him and none will be able to discomfit him. 
This bay, being the mastel of his own 
senses and adept in all the branches of 
knowledge, will subjugate all the living 
beings at his wifl, 


13—14. O Kunti, this magnanimous son 
of yours will be handsome like the Soma, 
swift like the Wind, patient like Sumeru, 
forbearin 
wealthy like Kuvera, valiant and power- 
fullike Vishnu, This son of yours, even 


like Aditi’s son Vishnu, the slayer of foes, 9 


has taken his being in order to bring 
victory to his kins and deal destruction to 
the enemies. This boy of indomitable 
valour will be far-famed and the founder 
of a dynasty.’ * 


5. Even that celestial voice resound- 
ing in the skies reached the ears of the 
Maharsis living on the peaks of the Sata- 
stinga mountains. But now that voice 
comes to be untrue. It seems, therefore, 
that the gods too speak falsehood. 


16: Whe praises which the saintly beings 
used to lavish upon you, never made me 
expert Suyodhana’s Guecess nor ever did 

th 


ink that you will bé paralised with the 
fear of Karna. 


17. Youride upon a car especially made 
by the celestial artizan (Viswakarma) him- 
self, the axles of which move smoothly and 
without any noise. You have the standard 
of an ape, you hold a sword bedecked 
with gold and tied with silk, and your bow 
Gandiva is aslengthy as the palm tree, even 

ou have Kesava for your charioteer, Why 
then, O Partha, haye you e¢ése back from 
the field of battle, for fear of Karna ? 


18. If you, O wretch, had even made 
over your bow, to Kesava and contented 
yourself by being his charioteér, he would 

ave slain that fearful Karna, as the lords 
of the Maruts (Sakra) slew with thunder the 
Asura known by the name of Vritra. 
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like the Earth, effulgent like Sun, |. 
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19. If you are unable toresist the fears 
ful Karna in his march on the field to-day, 
then do make over this your Gandiva io 
any other king who is your superior in the 
use of weapous, 

zo. The world will not then see us bereft 
of family and children, deprived of our 
happiness and kingdom, and sunk, O son 
of Pandu, into the fathomless abyss of the 
hell of torment. 


21, It would have been better had you 
come out in the fifth month as an abortion, 
or better still, if you would not have taken 
your being in the womb of Kunti, than, O 
vile wretch, being born of a royal line, to 
shew your back in the battle-field. 


_ 22. Fie to your Gandiva! Fie to the 
strength of your agms, fie to your number- 
less arrows, fie to your standard bearing 
the ensign of an ape on it and fie to your 
car presented to you by the god of fire |” 


CHAPTER LXIX. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Hearing the words of Yudhistira, 
Kownteya—the owner of white steeds—in a 
tempestuous mood took hold of his sword to 
slay that mightiest of the Bharata’s race. 


2. Kesava, the cogniser of human 
hearts, seeing his rage, enquired ;—‘'Why, 
O Partha, do youlay your hands on your 
sword ? 


3.‘ Here, O Dhananjaya, I see no ad- 
versary to try the strength of your steel, 
Clever Bhimasena has already assailed the 
Dhartarastras, __ 


4. O Kewnteya, you have returned from 
the field, to see king Yudhistira and you 
have seen that he is keeping up well. 

5, Thisisthe time of rejoicing, as you 
have seen that best of kings whose prow- 
ess is like that of a tiger. . Why should you 
then betray yourself thus ? : 


6. O-son of Kunti, I do not find any one— 


here whom you can slay. What makes you 
then to yearn for fight, or have you lost the 
balance of yourmind? 

7. Why do you seize your mi. sword 
so suddenly, i enquire this es oO 


Kownteya, whence is this desire of your. 
‘ hy do you fly to sword in such a | 


2 


| 


heart, or 
sullen mood and with such a vigour 2” 
8. Thus addressed by Krishna, Ar 
looking towards Yudhistira and gee. aiee 
like an angry snake, replied = 


# 
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KARNA 


9. “He who tells me ‘Give your Gandiva 
to another,’ I would cut his head{off ; such 
is my secret vow. 


~ 10. Now that this king of infineasurable |, 


wess has told me those Words in your 
esence, O Govinda, I won't forgive him. 


11, Iwill, therefore, put to the sword 
this pious king. I will redeem my vow by 
slaying this best of men. 

12. For this alone 1 have taken up the 
sword,O delighter of the Yadus; by slaying 
Yudhisthira 1 will thus adhere to truth, 

13. I shall thereby be free from grief 
and fever. O Janardana, what do you 
wish me to do under the present circums- 
tances. 

14. Sire, you are wel acquainted with 
all the past and the future of this universe, 
I shall, therefore, do as you tell me.’’ 


Sanjaya said :— 

15. Saying, ‘Fie, fie unto you, Partha,” 
Govinda again continued : 

16. ‘Now I understand, O Partha, that 
you have never attended upon the old, since 
you, O mighitiest of men, have been over- 
come with anger at a time quite out of 
season. e 

17. O Dhananjaya, those who are versed 
in the niceties of religion would never act 
in the way as you are doing to-day, O pious 
son Pandu, on not being acquainted with 
them. 

18. O Partha, he who does an act im- 
proper and heinous is the vilest of men. 

19. You know not the words of wisdom 

the learned men preach, after the rules 
of morality, to the pupils waiting up on 
them. . 
20. Persons ignorant of them become 
benumbed and befooled in disctiminating 
between what ought to be done and what 
‘Ought not, even as you, O Partha, have 
been non-plussed, 

2t. Mt is not to learn what ought 
to be done and what ought not. Of course 
everything can be learnt with the help of 
the scriptures. You are, however, a stranger 
to them. . pe? gen ew 

22. Believing yourself to be 
with orali'y, you are observing it in y 
which but indicates your ignorance of it. 
- You believe you to be virtuous but you 
Know not, 

- 4 ha .* 


és 23. Methinks, et i teoth doing any 
yt to any animal eg Guten Rite. 
an untruth might be told but never 


; am animal ought be slain, 


Partha,®hat it is a sin to slay | 
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24. O best of men, how ebuild you then 


like an ordinary man wish to slay your 
eldest brother the king, who is well versed 
in morality. : } 

25—26. O Bharata, the slaying of a min 
who is not engaged in a fight, or is un+ 
willing to fight, or takes to flight, or seeks 
your shelter, or joins his hands, or gives 
himself up to you, or is insanepbe he even 
a foe, is never upheld by the righteous: 
And your superior ts even all this. 


27. You had formerly taken the vow 
through childishness. And now through 
folly you are inclined to do an unrighteous 
act. 

28. Why, O Partha, do you rush upon 
thy superior, intending to slay him, without 
determining [leefore-hand] tie excggdingly 
fine course of virtue which is, certainly, not 
easily intelligible. i 

29—30. O-son of Pandi, this mystery 
of victue I will now explain to you as tt 
was explained by Bhisma, by the pious 
Yudhisthira, by Vidura or the so-called 
Kshatri, and by Kunti of great renown, 
will tell it you in all its detail ; listen to it, O 
Dhananjaya. 


#31. One who tells the truth is a pious ; 


person, Nothing is there higher than truth, 
It is, therefore, very difficult to understand 
the details of truth as observed in action, 
g2. Truth becomes unutterable and un 
truth utterable, where untruth would pose 
as trath and truth as untruth, . 

33- In a question of danger to life and 
in marriage untruth may ke «attered. Where 
one’s entire fortunes are at stake untruth 
becomes utterable, 

34 At a marriage, or in the enjoymen 
of lust, or when one’s life is at stake, omen 
one's entire fortunes are about to be lost, or 
in the cause of a Bralihin untruth may be 
uttered. It is said that there is no singn 
uttering these five sorts of falsehood. 


. On these occasions yntruth becomes 
truth and truth untruth. 
. 


He who is bent upon always prac- 
tising truth alone isa fool and takes truth» 
to be as it is. Indeed it is not a ver 
easy thing to become righteous. He 
can distinguish between the niceties 
‘truth and untguth can alone become con+ 
versant with morality. 


W-At wonder is there then thata 


wie man y doing something awfully cruel 
may even acquire virtue, as Valaka did by 


killing a blind beast. 


38. What wonder then that an ignor 
and inexperienced person, inten to 


spon * 


tea 


* 


¢ 


penatise virtue, would commit grave vice 
ike Koushika on the river-bank.” 


Arjuna said :— 
39. Tell me of it, O holy one, in a ways 


that I may learn it,—these stories about 
Valaka and Koushika on the river-bank. 


Basudeva said :— 


40. There was once a hunter, O Bha- 
rata, Valaka by name. He used to kill 
animals, not willfully but, in order to sup- 
port his children and wife. 


41. Devoted to his tribal pursuits, always 
speaking the truth and devoid of malice, 
he used to maintain his aged mother and 
father and other dependants. 


42. Once on a day, though diligently 
searchipg for an animal,«che could find 
none. At last he found a beast of prey, 
drinking water, which had Jost its. eyes but 
the loss was gupplied by its keen sense of 
smell. ; 

4% Though he had not before seen a 
like of it, yet he killed it then and there. 
No sooner the blind beast had been killed, 
that there fell from the,skies a shower of 
flowers, 


_ 44. A. celestial car, filled with the songs 
and music of Apsaras, came down from 
heaven to fetch that hunter of animals. 


45. That beast having, successfully per- 
formed all the austerities of asceticism with 
a view to kill all the animals, had received 
that boon but was made blind instead by 
the Self-born, 


46. Therefore Valaka, having killed the 
beast that was bent upon killing all the 
animals, went to heaven. Morality is, 
therefore, very difficult to be understood. 


47. There was an ascetic Brahmin 
named Kaushika not much read in the 
Scriptures. He used to reside at a conflu- 
epce of rivers, not far away from a village. 

48. He had taken the vow that ‘he 
would ever 5 ‘the truth.’ Therefore, 
© Dhananjaya, become famous as a 
truthful man. ‘ 


“sao. At a time certain persons, peing 


‘afraid of robbers, entered the woods. Even 
ihere the robbers, filled with anger, dog- 
Jy haunted after them. 


50. They then approaching Kaushika 
the truthful, said, ‘O holy dee, which wa 
have a number of men a little while 
ago? Asked in the name ruth tell us 
if you have seen them.’ : 

51. Being thus asked Kaushika told 
them the truth,—that they had entered the 


wood thickly covered with trees, creepers 
and shrubs, 
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52. O Partha, thus did Kaushika in- 
form them. And the report goes that on 
this those wanton men got hold of those 
persons ang, put them to death, Bir 


53. For the grave sin of uttering that 


(ruth, which should not have beet uttered, - 


Kaushika, unversed in the subtleties of 
religion, fell into a featful hell : é 


54- As a foolish man, ill-read in the 
Scriptures, unacquainted with the details of 
morality, is fit to fall into an awful ‘hell 
for not asking aged men to set his doubts 
at rest. tix 


55. Your definition of morality must 
be then something like that. Some people 
attempt at attaining that high and difficult 
knowledge by the exercise of reasoning. + 


56. Manyopersons maintain, on the other 
hand, that morality can be learned from the 
Scriptures alone, I do not find fault with the 
latter, but then everything is not provided 
for there. , 


57. The moral precepts have been made 
for the well-being of the creatures, 


- §8. All that is free from any motive of 


injury to any being is surely morality. 
For, indeed, the moral precepts have 
heen made to free the creatures from alt 
injunes. , 

59. Dharma (morality) 
because it protects all. Indeed, morality 
saves all creatures. Surely then that is 
morality which is capable of keeping offa 
creature from all injuries. * 


60. Those who try to stick to them 
Jogically, have scarcely a mind to acquire 
morality. If can get rid of them with- 
out a word do on no account have any in- 
tercourse with them. 


61. If he must be spoken to or if he 
— rene not. peng saleed teint in 
at case rs a falsehood; veril 
that per tiney creas : a : 


is so-called 


62. ‘He who, having taken a vow on. 
some set purpose, cannot redeem the same 


by acts, 
NOW S325 ncaa Saws x 
63. When one’s life is endangered, at 
mar at the risk of destruction of one’s 


attains not the rewards of that 


kith and kin or in the course of business, | 


pro. ea Wer wil not ies specie 4 
ihc Pe those who are well-versed ia 
pneat secrets rality, there appear 
immorality in a 7 ae a rrla &3,5 
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an oath, it is better to swear falsely, pe 
surely that falsehood would be truth, On 
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i robbers, if that could.be helped. 


66, Wealth when given to gthe Sinful 
afflicts even the donor, Therefore, an 
untruth spoken in the cause of morality 
does not amount to a falsehood, ' 


67. I have now duly pointed out to you 
the distinctive features of ante ——/ 
heard all these tell me, O Partha, { 
Yudhisthira deserves to be killed.” 


Arjuna said :— 

68. “O Krishna! You have spoken as 
a man of great wisdom should say, asa 
man of great intelligence need say. Your 
words are even such as would do good to 
us, 


e ° 
69. You are like both a mother and a 
father to us. You, O Krishna, are our 
sanctuary; that is why your words are 
beneficial to us. 


70. Nothing is there in the three worlds 
that is unknown to you. Therefore, you 
know the sublime morality with all its 
niceties, 


9Xs 


I admit that the righteous Yudhis- 


thira, son of Pandu, is unslayable. In thig |“honored by you, 


connection kindly tell me something in my 
fayour, Hear me tell you of something 
else that lies in my heart. 


72—73- You know, O Keshava, the best 
scion of the Dasharha race, that my vow is 
that whoever among men tells me ‘make 
over, O Partha, thy Gandiva to him who is 
superior to you in point of chivalry or in 
wielding armours’ I will,with all my might, 
slay him. So Bhima also has taken a yow 
to slay the man who addreses him as ‘one 
without the hirsute indications of manhood |' 
Just now the king has repeatedly told me 
in your presence * make over your bow.” 


74. O Keshava, if I slay him, surely 

‘then the thought of having slain the king 
will immerse me in sin and make me loose 
my valour and mental faculties, and thus 
cut short my days in this world. ' 
Wy Therefore, O Krishna, the best of 
all the righteous men, give me such 
counsels as would uphsid my well-known 
vow and leave both as i and the eldest 
son of Pandu alive.” ay St 









x ra | 3 
. 4 uf 


eavy ak ‘beste ‘as he was at all 
he used such angry and improper 


KARNA PaRVA. 
no flout should one’s wealth be given to| expressions to you. Moreover, he addresse 


you in that tenor med that if he could 
provoke you, you would forthwith slay Karna 
@n battle, ; 


78. O Partha, the king believes that this 
immoral Karna is unbearable to everyone 
else on earth but you. It was this that 
paste: A him so highly as to use such cruel 
words even in your face. - 


79: King Yudhistira, the righteous, is of 
opinion that to-day’s battle is a play at dice 
in which the life of the ever-deviceful and 
ever-overbearing Karna has been laid as 
an wager. If he is slain, the Kauravas would 
necessarily meet with defeat. 


80. Therefore, O Arjuna, the son of 
Dharma deserves not death at your hands, 
At the same fime your vow alsogmust be 
kept good. Under the circumstances listen 
to the means that will make him apparently 
dead without the real loss of "life, 


81. A. man of honour lives in this 
material world so long as he receives the 
homage due to him, but when he is woefully 
dishonored, he is spoken of as one mere. 
dead than alive. * 


82. O Partha, this king has ever been 
Bhima, and the twins 
and by all the wise and chivalrous men of 
this world, You just offer some insult to 
that king. 


83. O Bharata, a supericr on being ad- 
dressed as ‘thou’ dies [at heart], Therefore, 
you do address the much-respected Yudhis- 
tira as ‘thou.’ 


84. O the best of Kurrus, O son of 
Kunti, do behave thus towards Yudhistira 
the righteous, and insult that honorable 
man by this censurable behaviour. r 


85. This is a Sruti given out by the 
Riskis Atharva and Angira, the best of all 
the Srutis; people who wish well should 
always follow this without any scruple. 


86. ‘To address a venerable superior as 
‘thou,’ is to kill him without’ actually depriv- 
ing him of his life. Therefore do you, who 
are versed in morality, address Yudhistira 
the *righteous, in the manner I have 
indicated, : 


87. On your acting thus the righteous 
Yudbistira will verily feel that you have 
offered him » death-blow. Later on you 
will worship his feet and speak to hint 
in befittinggterms and thus pacify him. 


88. O Partha, your intelligent brother 
Yudhistira would never feel in the least 
angry with you. On being thus freed from 
impiety and fratricide you may cheerfully 

roceed against and slay Karna, the son of 

uta.” 





136 
CHAPTER LXX, 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Being thus spoken to by Janardana, 
Pritha’s son Arjuna highly approved of the 
friendly counsels and then addressing 
Vudhistira,‘the righteous, in a sullen tone, 
spoke such harsh words as he had never 
before done, & 


2—4. Arjuna said, 'O king, thou shouldst 
upbraid me no more. ‘Thou who art ata 
distance of about two miles from the battle- 
field, shovldst not upbraid  me~ for 
nothing. He who having, in fair fight, 
defeated the enemies and slain those 
chivalrous lords of Earth and.their best and 
leading Car-warriors, elephants, cavalry and 
innumerable combatants, has been fighting 
with the foremost of heroes; he, who 
having routed in fight more than a thousand 
elephants and ten thousand soldiers of the 
Kamboja-mountaineers has been yelling as 
a lion roars’ after having killed many a 
deer; that Bhima may upbraid me. 


5. The wonderful feats the hero 
Brikodara has been achieving on jumping, 
down from his chariot with mace in hand, 
and the innumerable horses, cars and ele- 
phants he has been destroying, are such, the 
like of which thou canst never achieve. 


6. That hefo, with the vatour of Indra, 
has been, with the best of swords, splitting 
down riders with horses and elephants, and 
has been consuming the enemies with arrows 
and the broken timbs of cars, and spreading 
death all around with his feet and hands, 


7. Indeed, Bhimsena, mighty like Yama 
and Kuvera, readily slays the hostile army. 
That Bhimsena may revile me and not thou 
who art ever being protected by friends 


8. He, who has been diving single- 
handed deep into the surge of Durjodhana’s 
soldiers, carrying by storm the foremost 
elephants, steeds, infantry and charioteers ; 
that Bhimsena, the slayer of foes, may 
reprove me. é 


«9. He, who has been slaying, in nun?bers 
the ever-furious elephants of the hostile 
Anga, Banga, Kalinga, Nisada and 
Magadha, that look like masses of blue 
clouds; that Bhimsena, the chastiser of 
enemies, may find fault with \ne. a 

10, 
being seated on a superbly-decké4_ chariot 
has Sen holding ir coattiains hahdfal of 
arrows and oppurtunely hurling them 
down in showers, like the clouds pouring 
torrents of rain. 


11, I have seen that in to-day's battle 


In the battle that valiant Brikodara 


. MAHABHARATA. ie : 


Bhimarensihenieu arpadecmibldeaein 


the heads, bodies and proboscis of eight 
hundred elephants and thereby killed them ; 
therefore, tat Brikodaca, the slayer of foes, 


may use harsh words towards me, 


12. ‘O Bharata, the learned men sai 
that the strength of the foremost of Brah- 
manas lies in words and the main strength 
of the Kshatriyas is in their arms; but 
thine strength lies in thine words, moreover 
thou art wanton. As for me, it is not un-- 
known to thee what stuff I am made of, 


13. I am ever bent upon pandering to 
thy inclinations with my wives, sons, life 
and soul; still that thou hast,been torturing. 
me. with thine. pointed words, I am cone, 
vinced that we cannot expect happiness at 
thy hands, 


4 * 
» 14+ QO Bharata, dost thou be trifling 
with me no longer, lying all the while 
on Draupadi's bed, It is for thee that I 
have been slaying many a mighty car- 
warrior, Perhaps that has been makin 

thee fearless and wanton still. lideed 9 
could never feel any happiness from thee. 


15. O God among men, the magnanimous 
Bhisma, true to his vows and only with 
a view to please thee, had himself pointed 
ot that the valiant and high-souled Shi- 
khandin, the son of Drupada, would be the - 
cause of his death; and whele 1 had been 
shielding that Shikhandin in the battle-field 
he was slain by the latter, | 


16. I do not approve of thine being, 
restored to sovereignty, because thou 
addicted to the vice of gambling. Having: 
thyself committed a sin, to which the low 
alone are addicted, thou art now trying to 
get off from thy foes through our aid. 


17. Thou hast heard of the immorality 
and the numerous evils of playing at 
dice, dilated upon by Sahadeva. Yet thou 
couldst noi forego those evils practised by 
the wicked alone. It is but for this that we 
are steeped in distress. 

18. Since thou wert engrossed in gam-_ 
bling, we could derive no happiness from 
thee. O Pandava, having caused all these 
mischiefs thyself, thou art now heaping al, 
these reproaches on me, pis 






Indeed, it was thor ) didst those wror 

for which the Kauravas have lost their lives . 
20. The warriors of the Kurus- 

festh-ara Sei Gre teabeGeld. Shia hos 


tile troops the North, the West, the 
East and the South have been slain toa 
man, i MaRS O55 


: eed ; — a | 


Le 





x KARNA’ BARVA! 


ye aes i § ie) 
gt. O ruler of mankind, it was you / cipalities in the world dnd bfougtt them 
f had played at dice, and it was for | under your subjection. It was through — 
| you alone that our —o was lost and | my influence that your Rajasuya sacrifice 
we have fallen on evil days. Therefore) O | had been brought to a happy close by 
— king, do not provoke us too much by cast- | gilts of Dakshina and by a meeting of the 
ing cruel aspersions on us.” celestials, = 
pe ae 33. In my palms there are the signs of 
Sanjaya = ane) ¥, : ¥ sharp swords and stringed bows and arrows, 
22. The calm, virtuous and conscientious, | and in my soles are the marks of cars and 
Sabyasachin (Arjuna) having addressed to ensigns. hat is. why a man like me can 
Yudhistira such harsh and exceedingly | never be deteated in battle. { 
cruel words, and having thus slightly sinned : , Piste 
became cheerless. nee I have slain the enemies from the 
di, Tien. at <son- at Lodhi Bebaree’| Given’ ce trian enn toon ne 


: iat W, driven off the hostile squadron from the 
repentant and sighing heavily unsheathed | Rast, and extirminated the foes from the 
is sword. Seeing this, Krishna said '* What 


N : South, Indeed 1 have slain over half the 
» is this? Why do you draw your sword | hostile armies; there is left only a small 
fustrous like the blue skies ? , 


t : : hit a portion of the mest unflinching*foes, 
24. If you have anything to ask, be out : ees \ 
with’ it, 1 will tell yohiow to gain your | with auc bine steiner oe one tera 


) ip with the blazing effulgence of the celestial 
desired ends.” Being thus spoken to by | jyost, being slai 
ern or ichanee ek Gat 7 see to | lasts being slain by me, arg lying flat on the 


Kes ¢ t field, With weapons, I slay those dlone 
Stricken Dhananjaya replied : that are skilled in the use of weapons, that 

25. “1 do mean to destroy my body that | is why 1 do not make a wholesale massacre 
has thus sinned.” Hearing this from Dha- 


of the entire hostile army. % 
hanjaya, the son of Kunti, Krishna the |” 


s, * oe i s 
! f : 6. O Krishna, let haste i] 
adorable of the righteous, said unto him: a hoe a san sides aes hy ed nd 
26. ‘‘O slayer of foes, O Kiriting 


Mgpiring, and victorious chariot. ‘Let this 
(Arjuna), why have you become so much | king be free from all anxieties and troubles, 
éresi-fallen on addressing the king as ‘thou.’ | I am sure to slay Karna in batule with my 
You intend {o kill yourself, but no honest 


arrows, 
tian would approve of it. . To-day either dame *Suta will be 
27. O hero among men, what your | bereft of her son by me, or Kunti: will. be 
state would have been had you, under a | bereft of me by Karna. Verily do [ tell yor 
false religious zeal, slain your eldest brother | that 1 won't unlock my mail-cloak to-day 
to-day 2° without slaying Karna in battle with my 
28. O Partha,’religion is very subile and | 2!TOWS: 
awfully unintelligible, the more so tothe | ganiava gaid :— 
ignorant. MHear me tell you of it. Suicide njay’ q7\6 - i 
_ is tantamount to fratricide, and in either 38. Having again thus, addres8ed 
case coudemmation to the same hell would Yudhistira, the foremost of the riglteous,, 
have been inevitable. le eer gc geen Ajaga er 
AN : wy, ys . | aside his weapons an Ow and thurs’ 
fon Tiere, © Pare, 204 Semi |Liseiord into the seabed 
fou.shalt tt > slay yOursell.” : 39. Having thus appeased Yudhistira he 
oes ‘ vd ibis Sakra (Ind ) hung dows his head in shame and with’ 
Dimas the sot or oe 134 emer thus addressed him; ‘O king, 
tg ng ta wud ag | WIPE 2 ens 2 a 
| lowe 4 ai | wi stand in due course the gist of a 
oie dof the virtuous, | that Ihave told you.” 
cy Ban WON REL 4o. The-valiant Arjuna, having. thus 
PY excepting ouly.the | a peased Yudhistira, Cavebls of ie 
inuka, date of the God | enemies, an, having, stood there, awhil 
ski Py hike me. On receiy- | said again, It shall Not be deferred, it mus 
that illustrious be dene ereMong. There is Karna coming 
’ | towards m&. Imust proceed against him, 
fi. Tam going to extricate Bhimasena’ 
from the battle by all means and” slay the 
so * of Se My . P ba inci to * hin oe 
what pleases you. I am telling: youth 
ike ae 
y= Res 










































ing, iftwas 1 who had defeated 
ons and the chiefs of all the prin- 
1s 






truth, know it for cer 


. £ 
. a” 





+ Jose his life to-day.” 


“. 


diadem-decked Arjuna of | 55. Upon this Yudhistica, the forertinst 


The 
bl ng hog aed having said this and | of the rgtiteous, hastened to raise the — 
Tae : 


worshi udhistira by his feet, rose to Prostrate sikesha with due honor, 
proceed to the battle, | 56. Thell, folding his hands together, 
43. After having heard these bharsty | he said unto him’ these opportune words = 
words of Phalguna (Arjuna), Yudhisthira, | “ ft is just as you said, Gobinda! Let 
the foremost of the righteous, with a | this transgression be in respect. of me j~ 
heavy heart rose from the bed fon which | there is no harm in that. si 
he had beer reclining} and said unto him, 57. O Madhaba, O Achyutal I am’ 
44. ‘OQ Arjuna, the wicked deed that | obliged, to and saved by you; you have 
I have done has brought upon yow this | rescued us to-day froma grave calamity. 
terrible calamity ; do you, therefore, chop 58. Both of us were steeped in ignor~ 
off to-day the head of this egeeenes ance to-day. Itis only through your help’ 
of the race, the worst of the family. that we have been rescued-from an ocean 
a § er oe eae of distress. 
idle, coward, ins er of the aged, an O Achyuta! It is through havin j 
wanton that } am, what is the good of your aitiin your teealligesiae at rok raft hex 
thus behaving towards mey after having | this day we ‘havt safely passed over ar 
addressed such rude words ? dcean of grief and remorse. In fact, it is 
46. A-sinnerthat lam; ¥ wovld repair | through you that we have been blessed! 
to the woods this very day: relieved of | with our relatives and allies.’”’ 
my company may you liveimhappiness. The 
magnanimous Bhimsena is worthy of the 
throne. An, impotent that f am, what is 
the use of my having the sovereignty ? 


47, % cannot any longer bear the 
harsh words you spoke being excited’ 
with anger. Therefore, let Bhimsena bet 
the king, It is not worth my while to live 
after being thus-insulted.”’ 


48. Having expressed'himself thus, the 
King ¥Yudhistira leaving that bed stood up’ 
suddenly and then expressed hig intention 
of proceeding to the woods. Upon this 
Vasudeva: bowing down,-said. unto him, 

49: “O° king f you: know already the 
‘doe. of the » Rat et wielder vt the 
Gandiva, imrespect of his Gandiva. 


0. Whoever in this world tells him, 
*Give thy Gandiva to another,’ would be 
slain by him. And even these words: you. 
addressed him just now. 


“st. “O° lord’of the Earth !' that is why 
Partha simply to keep-up that solemn vow, 
under my instructions, addressed’ you with 
those insulting words, Because it is said, 


that insults to superiors are tantamount 
to death, ~ 


52: “ Therefore; O' long armed king! 
forgive us of the unmannerly bebaviour of 
us both, Arjuna and myself, : 

53: O king! we both é¢ us ‘surrender 
ourselves to: you. I beseech you, by all 
means vouchsafe us your pardon. ee oe 

54. To-day the earth shallsoak the blood: 
of that reprobate son of Radha; solemn- 
ly I swear before you that you may count 
upoh Suta's son as slain to-day, and ‘know 
it’ for certain that whomever you like, he 
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CHAPTER LXXI. 
«(KARNABADHA: PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1 Having addressed Yudhisthira in such’ 
an_ unbecoming manner, and thus: being. 
guilty of am-unrighteous conduct, Dhanan- 
jaya, the som of Prithi, became disconso» 
late beyond measure, : ; 


2—4. Basudeva [then] ina caustic tone 
addressing the son of Pandu: said, ‘How,- 
O Partha, would’ you have fared, had you' 
mindful of [your] truthfulness; slain the 
son of Dharma with the keen edge of your 
steel. By simply ‘thon theeing’ the king you 
are affected so much ::what, would you have 
done, Q Partha, had you actually fulfilled 
your promise. The law of polity are indeed 
too subtle for comprehension, especialy to: 
those of weak intellect, — Fea 

8: For moral scrupte yor eetdiuets, : 
have yen out thee of Your eldest, and 
would have thus Pa itied a heineous sin 
and falien into eternal perdition, 

6. 1 adjure you, therefore, to assuage’ 
| the sorrows of the pious king, the adored 

of the devout andthe head of the Kurus.) | 

PEs us pacify king Vedhisthira with | 


a * ~ >. Ea he ch - 4 

of th 4) i re. ee him 1 aaa 

blotlons hte the of Daas tate 
essings re Dharma, 

ing pg Marne ovah the 

your arrows.) = >) Pees 


- 


te 









te ‘present. aay acting thus you will gaig your 


‘to. After this, O monarch, Arjuna be- 
came quite ashamed ofehimself; bending 
his head down he touched Yudhisthira’s 





gO mighty-armed one, in my opinion 
~ this is the best course you could follow at 


tt, And tedly said unto that chief 
of the Bharatas, “\O king, be appeased ; 
forgive me for the impropriety of my dan- 
guage towards you; they were given ex- 

ession to [as the only course left me] 
or maintaining truthfulness and avoid- 
ing sin.” > 
_ .12—13. O giant of the Bharata race, 
seeing Dhananjaya, the slayer of foes, thus 
fall at his feet with tears*in his eyes, 
Vudhisthira, the lord of creation, the emt 
blem of religion, rose up from his reclining 
position and with gushing eyes affection- 
ately embraced him. 

14. Having thus uses iY themselves for 

some time and assuaged their grief the 
two brothers of bright effulgence became 
reconciled to each other, and. were once 
again cheerful. 
_ 15. Later on the son of Pandu, aga 
giving Jaya a hug and taking the fra- 
grance of his head, became supremely happy, 
and praising his conduct, said + 

16. “O mighty-wielder of bows, in spite 
of all my exertions in the battle-field, 
Karna with his shafts has, in the midst of 


- the whole assembly, shattered my armours 


pinions, forces, arrows, bows aud steeds. 
17. O Phalguna, ligeat 4 of this, and 
witnessing his conduct in the battle, 1 Rave 
been sorely aggrieved. Life has no longer 
any charm for me. 
18. If you do not overcome that indomi- 
table hero in to-day’s battle, then surely 


I will give up my lile:—what would be the: 


use of bearing the burden of this body 
and carrying it on the earth any longer? 


casi scion of the Bharata race, 
= ‘dhisthira thus express him- 





* 
% 
~ 


Om : eke 
‘23. O foremost of ‘kings, |  Farthie ; 
uttering these pac Ba: 
him: “O mighty Bharata, you are well — 
worthy of slaying Karna, 

#4. Indeed, O best of men, O foremost 
of car-warriors, it has ever been upper 
most in my thoughts as to how you would 
succeed in slaying him.” ~ tS 

25. Then the ever-intelligent Madhaba 
once more turned towards the son of 
Dharma, and said ;°“O Yudhisthica it is 
meet that you would console Bibhatsu, 

26. And order him to slay the wretched 
Karna to-day. QO son of Pandu, it is upon 
hearing that you were being afflicted with 
the arrows of Karna that we came to ascer- 
tain the plight you were im. 

27. Otking’ it was very forturfite that 
you were not slain or captured, O holy 
one, do now console your Bibhatsu and bless 
him that he may attain wictory.” 

28. Yudhisthira said,—'"Come O Partha, 
O Bibhatsu, come and embrace me; O son 
of Pandu, you have addressed me in word 
befitting the posigion amd for my good, —~ 
I have forgiven you for their expressions, 

@ 29. O Dhananjaya you have my orders 
to go and slay Karna. Do not, UO Partha, 
take offence with me for the vile expression 
I have made use of against you.” 


Sanjaya continued :— * 

go. O kin thereupon Dhananjaya 
baet, tim thand iow: aed whet tee 
took hold of the feet of his eldest brother. 

31. The king then ra%ing him clasped 
him ‘to his bosom, ant smelling his head 
once more addressed him thus: 

32. “O Dhananjaya of mighty afms, 
I feel highly honored by you; do you attain 
oncé more the greatmess and victory you 
ever deserve,” = 


Arjuna said :— 

33. “Getting hold of that sinful son of 
Radha, who vaunts of his prowess, I shall 
in. tp-day's battle slay him along with 
his allies, 

34. Karna, who had afflicted you with 
his arrows shot from a full-drawn bow, 
te reap the dire effects of his act, this 

a 


oO Juter of the earth, I assure you 


ae ‘Ses wfl slay Karna to-day in dreads 
| ful battle, and come back to bring unto 


the happy. tidings walking all 
your steps. 


6. O lord of the universe, T swear unto 
seis your feet that I shall not return * 


while in 






from the terrible 
having slain Karna, 
Sanjaya said :— 
37., As the diadem-decked Arjuna was 
peop: in this strain, Yudhisthira cheer- 
fully addressed to him these graver words : 
38. ‘Do you ever attain unfading fame, 
eternal life, veady consummation of hopes, 
perpetual victery, ceaseless energy and 
continual success over :your enemies! May 
the gods at you prosperity! May you 
realise all that I wish of you! At present 
go at once tothe battle and kill Karna 


for self-elevation even as Purandara killed 
Vritra, © ' , 


ipattle to-day without 


2 a 
CT . : 


CHAPTER LXXIl. 
(KARNABADEA PARVA)—Conta. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. On having satisfied Yudhisthira, 
Partha, bent upon slaying “he son of Suta, 
cheerfully said unto Govinda : 


2. ‘ Let my chariot be again got ready, 
and let the best of steeds be harnessed 
thereto, and let all sorts of arms be placed 
in that superb vehicle. t 


3. The horses, thoroughly trained by 
expert horsemen, have already refreshed 
themselves by rolling on the ground, Let 
them be forthwith brought out, and equipped 
in the trappings, of the car. O Govinda, 
make headway, toe take away the life of 
Suta’s son, ¢ 


4. O sovereign, on being thus addressed 
by the magnanimous Phalguna, Krishna 
said to Daruka, ‘' Do all that has been said 
by Arjuna, the foremest of archers and the 
best scion of Bharata's race.” 


S. O best of kings, Daruka on being thus 
ordered by Krishna, equipped the chariot, 
covered with tiger-skins and ever awe- 
inspiring to the enemies. He then informed 
the magnanimous son of Pandu, that the 
chariot was ready. 


6. Seeing the chariot equipped by the 


high?souled Daruka,’ Arjuna took leave of 


Yudhisthira, and with the Brahmanas! 
blessings and performance «f their man 
ropitiatory rites, then proceeded to pope | 
vis superb chariot. pers EEE 
7. On Yudhisthira, the righteous one and 
of great wisdom, having bestowed his bene- 
dictions Arjuna marched against Karna’s 


chariot. 
pease 
iving 


t 


archer 
beings 


8. O Bharata, seeing that 
start off fer the field all the 


| calm 


MAHABHARATA. 


believed Karna as already slain by the mage 
nanimous Pandaya. : ; i. 
9. O king, the whole universe turned 
for the time being. © lord of men, 
blue jays (the king-fishers), wood-peckers 
herons, began to boyer round the son “of 
Pandu, “ \ ; F 

1o. O king, a flight of birds, of beauty 
and good omen, called Pung, began to 
cackle merrily as if to urge Arjuna to 
hasten to the battle. : 

11. While O monarch, the protentous 
Kankes, vultures, cranes, hawks and ravens 
flew before him in anticipation of food. 

1z. Besides these other auspicious au- 
eg presaged the extinction of the hostile 

ost, and the doom of Karna, 

13. While on his way to the field Partha 
began to perenige copiously and became 
deeply thoughtful as to how he would gain 
his end, 

14. Then finding Partha proceeding in 
such a thoughtful mood Vasudeva's son, the 


slayer of Madhu, said these words to the © 
~wielder of Gandiva : 


15. .,"O Wielder of Gandiva, there is no 
man in this world, who could defeat those 
yéu have defeated with your bow in the 
battle-field. 


16. I have seen many a hero, valiant 
like Sakra, who have gone off to the highest 
regions having encountered you in the 

atthe, 


17—18. O gifted one, who, that is not 
equal to you, could in battle withstand 
Drona and Bhima and Bhagadatta and 
Binda and Anubinda of Abanti, and 
Sudakshina, the chief of the Kambojas, 
and Srutayudha of mighty prowess, and 
Achyutayudha as well. , 


19. O Arfuna, you have heavenly weapons 
and dexterity of hand and energy ; “nga are 
always clear-handed in the battle-field, well- 
versed in the science of war, unfailing in 
your aim, and your ready-wit in emergen- 
cies and your martial mancevres are ad- 
mirable, => 29 Se 


20. O Partha, can vanquish the 
gods and Gandhian together with the 
organic and inorganic creation, there is no 
mortal warrior on earth who can be your 
rival in battle. Ricks cae aoa: 


= & ie 


if ee oe Pas 








‘However, © son of Pandu, I shall tell 


23. However, 
you words that would conduce to your well- 


Fee an 
FEE 









. Do “you to-day cut short the da 
‘ot ai ees Stal te adore ite ce 


O strong-armed one, do not think 

ly of Karna, who is a gry & the 
24. Karna is valiant, proud, an adept in 
‘use of weapons, an expert charioteer, 
sd in the tactics of war, a veteran 
warrior, and an able diplomatist. 

25. QO sonof Pandu, to youl need not 
say much; hear me tell you of him in brief. 
1 regard that mighty car-warrior Karna as 
being equal, if not superior, to you in 

rowess. ‘Therefore, exert utmost caution 
in slaying him in the great battle. 

26. He is valarous like Agni, swift like 
the speed of the wind, furious like the Des- 
troyer, strong and powerfal lilre the lion. 

27. He is eight ratnis (i.e., about 
inches) in height, and of long arms. His 
chest is expanded and strong, and he is 
almost invincible. He is, moreover, chival- 
rous and an eminent hero, and of greceful 


168 


_ figure. 


28. -He possesses all the necessary at- 


‘tributes of an warrior, and is a dispeller of 


of the fears of his friends, always hostile 
to the Pandavas and ever bent upon doing 
good turns to the sons of Dhritarashtra. 


29. Methinks that the son of Radha 
cannot be slain by any one, not even by the 
gods with Vasava himself at their head, 
excepting by you alone, ‘Therefore, do 
you slay the son of Suta to-day. 

. No one made of flesh and blood, not 
all the warriors, nor even the gods would 
succeed in defeating that mighty car- 
warrior in fight, even if they combind to- 
gether to do so. 


3t. Heis wicked, vicious and wanton, 


and ever bears evil designs against the 

Pandavas. He has no self-inter€st in this 

quarrel with the Pandavas. Do you at- 

— Aha to-day by slaying Karna in 
ttle. “= 


uta, the adored of the car- 
Sy oe oe praia: ae hey ~ Ava pale 
of death. That son of Suta in his arro- 


aera ie : oe 









bas 


| gaze updh 


‘ ‘ ; zs 
35. I am fully aware of your chivalry 
and strength, Do, O hero, slay that Karna 
in battle even as a lion kills an e! se 
« 36. Do in to;day’s battle kilf that Vai- 
kartana Karna, counting upon whos 
prowess the sons of Dhritarashtra overlook 
your manly virtues.” a: 


. ae 
—_— ‘ 


“CHAPTER LXXIII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, O Bharata, then again did Keshava 
of magnanimoys heart addre’s the_follow- 
ing words to Arjuna, who was pr ing 
resolutely to slay Karna, 


2. To-day, O Bharata? is the seven- 
teenth day of this horrible carnage of men, 
elephants and horses. 


3. O sovereign, at first your own troops 
and those of the hostile party were a legion, 
but being engagéd in fight there have 
left but a small remnant, 


ne 4. Though the Kauravas had, at the 
outset, numerous steeds and elephants, yet 
they have been routed on the field as they 
had to face yourself as their foe. 


. These potentates, anf these united 
forces of the Srinjayas, and these Pandavas 
have been successful in holding their ground, 
only because they have such an unflinching 
leader in you. ot 


6. O destroyer of+ foes, being under 
you protection, the Panchala, Pandava, 

atsya, Karusa and Chedi hosts have keen 
sweeping away the hostile army. 


79 O Sire, who else could have vans 
quished the combined army of the Kauravas, 
had not the valiant Pandavas been figft- 
ing under your zgis ? 

_ 8. What need I speak of defeating 
the Kauravas? Single-handed you can 
vanquish in battle the Asuras, celestials 


and ‘human beings of the three worlds put 
together. ; 
9. O mighty one, who else, excepting 


yourself, could have conquered Bhagadatta 
in fight, even were he powerful like va, 
himself. 
ro. O tly Partha, no mortal could even 
this vast army, being as they 
were, under your protection. jane 
11. O Partha, Dhristyadyumna and 
Shikhandi had succeeded in slaying Drona 
and Bhisma, only because you protected 
them in battle. a fet e 
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ta, *Or, © Partha, who ‘else could have 
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fallen victims to Death no sooner they en- 
#Onquered in battle those most eminent | countered Bhimasena ied Senta oe sr 
warriors of the Bharata racé,—-Drona and 28., O Partha, the ‘van ot Uhe Kaw eae 
laa taal with the prowess of a | host on Being slain by tne Pande 
oy > | Bhisma shot forth showers of iy 
ih peg serie ET eee arrows, Be iad eS 
ou cou efeat those formidable leaders : : yaar, : 
of Aksouhinis, those unflinching and in- sae gem dry ithe Ps cesbey tegen f 
vincible heroes, Bhisma—son of Shantanu, | the Panchalas, the Karushas, the Matsyas ; 
Drona, Vaikartana, Kripa, and Drona's | and the Kaikayas Asis is - 5 a 
son and King Duryodhana himself, all Seiutasinedaant ad yest crag thal 
united together and adepts in wielding arms. 360°C 2 Pha Bt * te ie 
‘ 5 e atm ere ame thi 1 
he hah pre oeaipeved Of [hostile] | gold-feathered, straight-shot deadly arfows, ” 
horses and elephants have been cut down | ‘ 6: bapoleshe- si yak btiy his bow, , 
by you], as also numbers of indignant and | |, 3! Discharging flights of shafts at a 


mpetuous Kshatriyas hailing from various | time he struck down thousands of chario- 
aalingen: 6 * | teers. He killed in all a hundred thousand 


aah OBhaiilta, [lo] the forces ‘of | RON en Set eines. 


the Gobasas, the Dasamiyas, Basatis, the | 32. The shafts he shot during the 
Easterners, the Batadhanas and the battle did not take any of the nine wrong 
sensitive Bhojas, and of other Bramhanas | COUrses, but flying direct through the tent 
and Kshatriyas, with their best horses and (and the approved] course destroyed many 
Rapharis, have all mins slain confronting | Steeds, cars and elephants. 
you and Bhima [in battle]. 33: Massacring the {Pandava] troo 
16—-21. The Tusharas,? the Yabanas, for ten days together, Bhferaa rendered t 
the Khashas, the Darbabhisaras, the terraces of many a car empty and slew 
Daradas, the Shakas, the Ramathas, «; wigebpriens elephants and steeds. 
the Tanganas, the Andhraks, the Pulin- 34. Assuming the form, of Rudra or — 
ro all “i — poring 3 ote bay pe of Upendra in battle, he afflicted the 
leeds, an e Kiratas of formidable | Pandava detacl 
prowess, and the atrcuce? ve he. “Sa a with Sietn.. achments Sars Se 
tribes, and the" people inhabiting the Sea _ z 
coasts, all of whom are very powerful, be oa ay asap odhana, bereft of a 
unilinching in battle, and wielders of maces, | oF micto =a ¢ ge in the sea 
have gathered round the standard of the | 43, pj whyne, tk. gn the view of rescuing 
Kurus and been fighting hard for Suyo- Bhisma slaughtered the rulers of the 
dhana. And none else but you, O scorcher ce othe ee eee doetetan 
pf foes, could defeat them in battle. Pandava 4 “4 
22, If you had nor come tothe — and pnb sdag gs lian Sein san exe: 
who else could advance against the mighty > 
troops of the Dhartarastras arrayed ,in te dees cereered in cpeuy resplendent 
battle order? ; un himself, neither the innumer- 
43. O puissant one, the hostile troops — bs wy at Pad Srinjayas, all well 
A arme -rul 
shrouded ey by looked like a surging were cide ate Pete Reg of the earth : 
sea, and the infuriated Pandavas, forcing ‘ : 
their ant amongst them, threw them oyer~ per ae the is dava 64 with all 
board. the victorious Bhisma Helene cea sion, \ 
2 The eighty Jayatsena, peer ing in the battle. mane wus Caen wie \ 
he Magadhas, was slain in ba oe eh a dey a os 
‘Abhimanyu these seven days past. ae 5 3 Fre ba bad; b+ rowed 08 ities 
55.\ The teit” thousand: plemeral Silend the Bentaleh atipibetGsoanaen telcmaine 
5 : ries and the Sanjayas all 
phants, forming the king’s cetinue, were | handed in battle. wham roy 


then struck down by Bhimasena with his . Bae i al 
TARA, ag ner poe 













mace. ‘ ; 
26. Later on hundreds of other ele- 
ants and charioteers fell through Bhima's 
powerful hands. a 

‘27. Therefore, O Partha, in the course 
of this terrible battle the Kauravas, along 
with their steeds, cars and_ elephants, have 







there i 
[wrapt a ae TS Bt . 





days t8g ‘ 
teer er 
Jayadratha in battle committ 





t 


ak the hostile army during 
the nocturnal , like the fierce Destroyer 
himself, : 


43. Having with his arrows killed nu 
merous warriors that valiant and chivalrous 
son of Bharadwaja, at last attained the 
highest end on encountering Dhrista- 
dyumna, 

44. If yowhad not held at bay Suta’s 

» son and other charioteers in the battle that 
day, then Drona would never have been 
slain, Abie ad 

. O Dhananjaya, you kept enga 
the’ entire Dhartandiie faces: an kis 
h was that the son of Prishata could slay 
ona. 


O Partha, who else among the 
Kshatriyas but you, could have achieved 
such feats [of martial strength], as you did 
when overthrowing Jayadratha ? 


47. Having thwarted the vast host and 
slain tl valiant kings you, ha — 
strength our weapons, have slain the 
rales of the Sindhus, 


48. O Partha, to the mortals the 
slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus seem 
to be exceedingly strange, but to you'it 
is no wonder, as you are an eminent 
charioteer. 

49. O Bharata, methinks, it would not’ 
appear impossible even if all the Kshatriyas’ 
were to be exterminated’ in the course of a 
day, with you’ for their adversary in the 

50. O Partha, now that. Bhisma and 
Drona are slain, the fierce Dhartarashtra 

_ force may well be regarded to have lost all 
their heroes, —— . 

51. With their chief and foremost war- 

slain, with their horses, chariots and 

: ts struck down, the Bharata army 

ool like the welkin bereft of the Sun, the 


&: 3 ge 
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you get rid of all foes, and bestow th 

with all its islands, cities and seas to Xing 
Yudhistira. te en se a 
. 55: Let that Pritha’s son of ita 
valour and fortune obtain’ to-day the ent 
Earth with the mountains and forests and) 
waters [on it], the firmament [above it} — 
and the nether regions [belowit} 
_56. A's Vishnu, in days of yére, madea’ 
gift of the three worlds to Sakra after over-— 
throwing the Daityat and the Danavas, so — 
may you bestow the Earth on the king after 
slaying the Kauravas. : 


57. On their enemies being slain, let 
the Panchalas rejoice reise as did the 
celestials on the occasion of Vishnu’s'exter- 
minating the Danavas. Res 


58. If out 8f respect for that ikustriou” 
personage, your = Drona, you fee! 
sympathy for Ashwathwama, if again out of 
reverence due to a precepgot, youare kindly. 
disposed towards Kripa, 


59. If out of high regard for your 
maternal relatives, you do not despatch’ 
Kritavarman to-gay to the regions of Pluto’ 
in encountering hifn, ; 


60. If, O lotus-eyed one, weenie. 
thy mother's brother, Shalya, the King of 
Madras, out of mere compassion, you do’ 
not deign’to strike him down, 


61. Do thou, O mighty one, with your’ 
sharp shafts*hasten to slay "that wretched! 
Karna’to-day who, at heart, cherishes ut~ 
most hatred be the sons'of Pandu. 


62. It is your noblest dyty ; nor is there’ 
any impropftiety in it; Wwe allassent to it, 
and theré is nd guilt in’ that. 


63. O° sinless one, in that’ attempg to’ 
burn your mother with all her children’. 
dusing the night, and the behavibur that 
Suyodhana bore towards you daring ane 
play at dice, that wretched Karna laysat’ 
the bottom of all. 


64. Suyodhana Has e¥er a fitm con-" 
viction that it is Karna alone who will help’ 
him, out [of this scrape}. That is why he 
has been filled with rage and tries also to” 
afflict me. ; ths 


6s. O giver of honours, it is the firm. 
belief of the. royal Dhartarastras that 
Karna will, f a certainty, slay all the 
Parthas in, battle, : ody: 

66. @son of Kunti, it is through having® ~ 
secured the aid of Karna that Dhritarastre 
son has ventured to fight with you, though 
he is full well aware w your prowess. 





“67. Karna also often says that, “I will 
conquer the assembled Parthas’ and 
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Dasharha’s race. 


68, O Bharata, that wicked Karna thus 
always roars in the court (of the Kurus) 
with a view to cheer up 
of Dhiitarastra. Do you, therefore, slay him 
to-day. 

69. It is the profane and malignant 
Karna whos mainly ansible for all the 
evils that have been done to you by 
Dhritarastra's son. © 


7o. 1 have seen the valiant son of 
Subhadra, of lustrous eyes, fall at the 
hands of six heartless charioteers belonging 
to the Dhartarastra force. 


71. Harassing mighty heroes like Drona, 
Drona's son, and hen: and others, he 
divested..elephants of theit riders and 
mighty charioteers of their cars, 


72. Abhimanyu of mighty neck, the 
pride and the glory, of both the Kurus and 
the Vrisnis, made also the steeds bereft of 
theic riders, aud the infantry, their arms 
and hife, 


73. Overthrowing the hostile files, and 
harassing many powerful charioteers, he 
has packed off nunrbers of men and steeds 
and elephants to the gates of Pluto. 


74—75. O friend, by truth I swear unto 
you that I am burning at the thought that 
while Subhadra’s son was thus advancing, 
striking down With his arrows the hostile 
orce, even then, O lord Partha, the malevo- 
Iéift Karna, unable to withstand him ina 
face to face fight, had been engaged in acts 
of hostility to that heroic Abhimanya. 


76. Mangled with the arrows of 
Subhadra’s son, rendered senseless and 
bathed in blood, Karna: became highly 
enraged and dtew heavy breaths, till at 
last covered with shafts he thought ,of 
turning away from the field, 


77. Heartily wished to beat a retreat, 
but finding no means of egress of doing so, 
exhausted and stupefied with the wounds 
received, he had to roam about in the 
hp giving up all the while his hopes of 

ee c 


78, At last hearing the portune, 
though wanton, words of Drona in battle, 
l€arna cut off Abhimanyu's bow, 

99. On his bow being thus cut asunder 
im that battle, five mighty charioteers of 
Llunt conscience slew hini with showers of 
arrows, : Sere 


80. On the hero being thus slain all 
were touched at heart. Only that wicked- 
hearted Karna and Suyodhana laughed. 


81. (Verily, you renrember | the vile epi- 
hets that Karna so cruelly flung towards 


.purgatory, and the 


Mé 4ABUARATA, 


_ Vasudeva, that valiant charioteer of , Krishna in the [Kuru] court before b oth 


the Kurus the Pandavas. a 
82. “O Krishna, the Pandavas’ have 
been Slain and are gone to eternal #2 


that depraved son | tivn; do you, therefore, O one of sw 


voice and heavy posteriors, take to yout 
another lord, 


&3. Betake now to the service of Dhrita- 
rastra as a maid, for, O lotus-eyed one,’ 
your husbands are no more (in the land of 
the living.) 7 

84. O Krishna, this day forth the’ 
Pandavas will no longer have any cro! 
over you. O Princess of Panchala, you 
are now the wife of men that are servants, 
and, O beautiful one, yourself, a maid. 


85. Duryodhana alone is regarded as’ 
the ruler of this earth, to-day all the other 
lords are engaged in helping him towards 
the good government of his state. 


86. Lo, O amiable one, how all the 
Pandavas have equally fallen, under the’ 
prowess of Dhitarastva’s son, and have 
now been staring at each other, 


87. Verily these [men are like sesame 
seeds without kernel, and have fallen into” 
will have to serve ere 
long that foremost of Kaurava iKings,.” 


88. O Bharata, these vile words were. 
uttered by that sinful, debased, mischievous 
and unprincipled Karna at that time, in’ 
your hearing. : 

89. Let your gold-plated and sharpened” 
shafts, capable of dealing death to the. 
living, to-day assuage the sorrows caused 
by those words of effrontery, 

90. Let your shafts retaliate all the other 
mischiefs done to’ you by that wicked one,’ 
by slaying him, 

o1. Let that wicked Karna feel the 
pangs of those deadly shafts sped from 
the Gaudiva, and remember the words of 
Bhisiaa and Drona. t 

o2. Let the gold-feathered iron shafts,” 
capable of dealing death’ to” tle enemies, 
and emitting rays of lightning, sped by you’ 
go straight into the vital organs and drink . 

is blood, 1a 

93. Let the sharp and winged arrow of 
irresistible force shot by your arms i 1 
Karna to the core, and despatch him off to 
the den of Pluto. MS, 7 shy i: 

of: et the lords gf his Neniapres 
covered with your espondent and’ 
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bosom of the Earth, weltered in blood and 
bereft of arms. 

96. Let the huge standard of Adhiratha’s 
son, bearing the ensign of th® elephant’s 
rope, totter to its fall from the shots of 
crescent-shaped arrows. 

97. Let Shalya,—alarmed with the scene 
of his goldenfchariot thus scattered to the 
winds, and his charioteer and steeds taken 
off with numberless darts of your arrows, 
—deserting his empty car, beat a hasty re- 
treat [from the field]. 

98. And then let the enemy Suyodhana, 
witnessing to-day Adhiratha’s son thus 
fall a victim to your arms, despair of his 
life and his soveriegnty. 

99. There, O Partha, Karna with 

wess like Indra, or g@venelike Sankara 

imself, is causing a massacre of your merr 
with his shafts. 

too. Look up yonder, O foremost of the 
line of Bharata, [and see how] the Pancha- 
las are dropping off from the sharp points 
of Karna’s arrows in their anxiety to rescue 
the Pandavas. 

1o1—102, Know it for certain that the 
Panchalas, the sons of Draupadi, Dhrista- 
dyumna, Shikhandin, and the sons af 

hristadyumna, and Satanika,—the son of 
Nakul,—and Nakul [himself], Sahadeva, 
Durmukha, Jeeeeeh ys: and Sudhurman, 
and Satyaki, are held in subjection by 
Karna, 

103. [From off the scene of action] the 
howling groans, O subduer of foes, of those 
allies of yours,—the Panchalas—reach 
our ears, as they are assailed, in that dread- 
ful engagement, with the weapons. of 
Karna, 

104. The Panchalas are not the persons 
to get frightened, much less to shew their 
back in thick of {the fray.e In san- 
pony battle these mighty wielders of bow 

© not at all care to e their life. 

to5. The Panchalas did not shew their 
back even encountering that [redoubtable 
Bhishma, who, alone and unaided, hemmed 
7 the Pandava forces with a thick cloud of 
s ts. 


106—107. {Nor is this all]. They, who 
remiss, gave ry to invi 


an hisses, 





consuming 


- flaming fire 
that irrepressible Karna 
ates these swift-armed 








Panchalaf as they approached him in battle 
array. : | 
‘tog. Rallying round the banner of their 
allies as these valiant Panchalas, reckless 
of their life, marched against him the son of 
Radha took off their hordes by legions. 

110. O Bharata, it now behoves 
to steer these sturdy bowmen,—the valiant 
Panchala forces,—who are fast» sinking in 
the ocean of Karna without a bark, 

111, The weapon Which Karna obtained 
from that foremost sage Rama,—the son of 
Borge is blazing forth its appalling 
orm, 


112. The awful form of that weapon, 
spreading terror and consternation all 
round, and encompassing the vast array of 
troops, is glisteming with its own bright. 

113. Those arrows flung from the bow~ 
strings of Karna, afilictin our hosts in 
battle, are hovering round like swarms of 
bees, 

114. Afflicted in battle with the shots of 
Karna, that is irresistible by persons of 
weak nerve, O Bharata, the Panchalas, are 
flying in all directions. 

115. Yonder, O Partha, foaming and 
Yeothing with rage yet unsatiated, fights 
Bhima with the Srinjaya forces around him, 
and is getting afilicted with the sharp 
arrows of Karna. 

116. O Bharata, if you remain indiffer~ 
ent towards Karna, he will cause a sad 
havoc of the Pandava, the Srinjaya, and the 
Panchala forces, like the seizure of the ills, 
that flesh is heir to, piakes the body 
succumb, " 

117. Amongst the vast array of the 
forces of Yudhisthira, I find not another 

eneral, save and beyond yourself, who 
is qapable of returning from the field 
scatheless, after having’ encountered son of 
Radha in battle, . 


1.8. O foremost of men, buckle on your 
armour, therefore, to pop ff Karna with 
the keen shafts of your arrows, and, thus 
redeerhing your pledge, redound your 
glorye 

119. Most assuredly I tell you, O war- 
rior of warriors, you, and you alone, are 
capable of worsting Karna in battle, 
and defeating the whole bands of Kaurava 
army. rs 

120. And accomplishing this proud feat, 
O Partha and achieving victory over the 
master car-warrior, Karna, may you, the 
best of men, gain your ends, and be suc- 
cessful and happy !’” ‘ 


— 


most, 
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52. My palms bear the markt of these 
arrows, and this superb and out-stretched 
bow with its string trimmed with arrow ; 
the soles of my feet also bear the marks 


of a car and a standard; and su when a, 


pre {with all these marks on] goes to 
attle, he, least of all, can be triumphed 
over,’ 


53- Saying this much to Achyuta that 
hero of herves, and destroyer of enemies, 
rushed to battle with a view to rescue 
Bhima and dissever Karna, 


CHAPTER LXXV. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Dhitarashtra said :— 


1. When Dhananjaya, the infinite dread 
of my valiant chieftains, rejoined the Pan- 
dava and Srinjaya forces, O Sire, how 
fared the battle ? 

Sanjaya said :— 

2. Allthe assembled troops marshalled 
in array, Sounding their bugles and blowing 
this horns, like thick volumes of clouds at 
the end of summer, roared thunders. 

3—4. That grim visaged war, which 
foHowed the sanguinary contest of the 
Kshatriyas, all up in arms, for the extermi- 
nation of their race, and in which blood 
streamed forth in rushing currents,—like 
the untimely felling off of a shower of evil,— 
became the cause of destruction of all living 
beings. Huge elephants forming the 
cluster of clouds of that shower, with 
weapons its down-pour; pealing instru- 
ments, sounds of chariot-wheels, clappin, 
of hands constituting its thunder-bolts, an 
weapons, trimmed with gold, making its 
lightning ; and swords and arrows, and 
cloth-yard shafts, and other weapons of 
great velocity, becoming its drops. 


+ Many car-warriors,—assembled to- 
gtr, assailing an opponent despatched 
im off to the King of ‘Yerrors ; while a su- 
preme car-warrior, fighting the good fight 
with a single adversary, hastened his depar- 
ture to the other world; or another, assailing 
many in close contest, launched thefn all 
‘into eternity, 

‘6. Then again some car-warrior in ex- 
changing shots with his ee made him 
die a violent death, together with steeds and 
charioteer, while another warrior riding on 
his elephant put to death many car-watriors 
and horsemen. 5 a 

7. Partha thus inflicting the enemy with 
a heavy downpour of shafts rent them as- 
under with all their cavalry, infantry, and 
elephant soldiers, as also the rides and 
riders of their war-chariots. 





MAHABHARATA, 


8. Kripacharya met Sikhandin in the 
field, while Satyaki encountered Duryo- 
dhana; and Srutasravas challenged Drona’s 
son, while Yudhamauna took Chitrasena 
for his assidlant, 


9. And, like a hungry lion hotly pursu-— 
ing a stout bull, Uttamauja, the great car- 
warrior of the Srinjayas, pounced upon 
Susena, the son of Karna; while Sahadeva 
launched out against Sakuni, the King of 
the Gandharas, 


1o. Young Satanika, the son of Nakula, 
rushing headlong afflicted young Vrisha- 
sena with a showering torrent of his shafts, 
and [he, too,} the heroic son of Karna re- 
turned the charges of the son of the prin- 
cess of Panchala in no stinted measure, 


tr. Madri’s son Nakula, the skilful 
adept of wat tactics, and the wonderful 
warrior of peice fame, assailed Krita~ 
varman, while Ynoanasena’s son the Kin 
of the Panchalas rushed against gener 
Karna with all his hosts. 


12, O Bharata, Dushasana, with the 
swelling hosts tof the ee and all 
the troops comprising the Bharata force, 
rode full tilt against Bhima, the inflictor of 
woés in battle to all wielders of arms, and 
the foremost of all warriors. 


13. There the powerful Uttamaujas, 
putting forth all his might, struck down the 
son of Karna, and his dissevered head fell 
down onthe ground with a terrible shriek, 
which made the Earth and the sky resound 
its roar. \ 


14. Overwhelmed with grief . at the 
hastly] sight of the severed head of 
usena thus rolling on the ground Karna 
remained stupefied [for a while], but, his 
avenging spirit soon taking the better of 
him, he, soon, with sharp-pointed arrows 
cut to pieces the steeds, chariot, and ihe 
standard of his son’s adversary, 


15. Uttamaujas, in the interval, strik- 
ing home, with his keen and 
sharp edge of his steel, the steed and the 
side-guards of Kripa, quickly leapt into 
the chariot of Shikhandin, her 

16. Shikhandin, observing from his own 
chariot, [the sad predicament of] Kripa 
thus deprived of his conveyance, did not 
like to puranediee sil Bc chatty; the son 
of Drona, in the meanwhile, covering the 
car of Kripa with that of his own, like a 
bull fallen in a ditch, rescued him. Wi) 

17. Here, the sor of the Wind- 
Bhima, covered with armor of » afflict- 
ing with his keen shafts, like the burning — 
mid-day Sun of simmer, scorched the | 
whole body of troops of yoursons, 
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. CHAPTER LXXVI. 
_ (WARNABADHA PARVA)—Confd, 
Sanjaya said -— 


“1, In the ae S that APRS 4 

A Bhi ting single-handed, 
F aint sc) odds, addressed his 
sharioteer and said, “drive towards the 
center of the Diartarashtra force.” 


-2—3. ‘Spur your horses, O charioteer, 
and ? will hasten the departure of ail these 
Dhartarashtras to the region occupied by 
the King of Death.” The charioteer, being 
thus desired by Bhimasena, drove, at a 
furious speed, towards the spot against the 
whole hosts of your sons, and from whence 
Bhima wished to fight shenr out. And, 
then, from all sides, a large retinue of 
Kaurava force, consisting of elephant and 
car-warriors, and cavalry and infantry, 
hemmed him in. 


4. And they all poured down their ar- 
rows on that best of chariots occupied by 
Bhima from every direction, whereupon the 
high-souled Bhima, with his own gold- 
feathered shafts, scattered to the winds, all 
these weapons hurled against him by hig 
enemies. 


5—10o. And those gold-winged arrows 
of his enemies, thus broken into tatters of 
two or three fragments by the shafts of 
Bhima, fell upon the ground, Then, O 
King, there arose one long loud cry of woe 
from amidst the throng of those valiant 
chiefs of the Kshatriya race, as they, with 
their mounts of,elephants and steeds, and 
their chariots and body infantry, got afljict- 
ed with the arrows thurst hard by Bhima, 
like thunders rolling in mountains. ‘Those 

) of the Kshatriya race, being thus 
assailed by Bhima, and his powerful shafts 
smiting them hip and thigh, fl@w at him 

ima) from every side of the plain, like 





the new-fledged family of the feathered 


tribes. thickeni 
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tempest. Then the powerful Bhimsena, 
dowed with great sagacity, 

charioteer once more, said 
glee. 


those chariots, which are advancing tos 
wards us, belong to our party, or to that 
the enemy. 


12, As I, with this battle faging, can 


make no distinction between the two, see 


that I do not beseige thy own hosts with my 
shafls. 


13. Iam greatly mortified, O Vishoka, 
to see around me these leaders of war in 
hostile array, and also with the sight of 
their cars and the tops of their standards, 
The King lies wounded, and ,the diadem- 
decked Arjuna is not yet come to dake the 
field. All these, O 
heavily on me, 


14. © charioteer, that, the pious King 
Yudhistira should have gone away from the 
field, leading me alone in the midst of the 
enemy, is in itself heart-rending. Then 
again | am quite in the dark as to his fate. 

or dol know “vhether Vibhatsu is still 
alive or not, All these add to my grief. 


® 15. And, though dejected and disspirit- 
ed, L will play the hell with all these troops 
inspite of their strength, And thus making 
the vast army in hostile array pay the 
penalty in the wager of battle, let me re« 
joice with you to-day. ; 

16, O Suta, examine closely all tie 
quivers of my arrows, and see the numbers 
still left, and then let me know decidedly 
the quantity and variety of each.” 

17. Being thus addressed, Vishoka 
replied, 

“QO hero, you have full sixty thousand 
arrows still left, while your shafts, both 
razdr-shaped and Brétd-poidied, number 
ten thousand each. O hero, you have st@i 
two thousand cloth-yard shafts, while the 
Pradaras,O Partha, number three thou- 
sand. ‘To speak candidly, O son of Pandu, 
the qyantity that is still left is quite un- 
manageable even by half-a-dozen bullocks, 
if pl&ced on carts. 

18, O skilful one, throw off your weap- 
ons in no measured number, for your maces, 
swords, and scimitars, as also your lances, 
darts and spears, and other weapons of 
the arms, number thousands upon thou- 
sands. So be of good cheer, and pray 
do not besmisapprehensive of your weapons 
running short,’’ 


Bhima said :— Pi 
19. ‘‘ Mark, O Suta, in this day’s fearful 


engagement the plains will present the as- 
pect of the dismal regions of Death, whery 


wa, are preying 


cn 


1m Just know, O Suta, whether do all 
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and sharp arrows of all kinds,’ dispersed 
themselves in all directions—far away from 
Arjuna. 


20. The shouting noise made at ihe van 
by the retreating army was as furious as 
as the grumbling roars of the breakers of 
the ‘surging seas when dashing against 
rocks. > 

21. Thus, with his arrows, dispersing 
the panic-stricken army, O {sire, Arjuna, 
the son of Pritha, advanced against the 
column commanded by the son of Suta. 


22. The great noise made by Arjuna 
while advancing towards his enemies, was 
Jike that of Gadura, in days of yore, while 
swooping down upon snakes. " 


23. The mighty Bhimasena, anxious as 
he was to have a look of Fartha, became 
highly gratified with that sound, 


24. Hearing that Parthais come, the 
redoubtable Bhimasena, O king, began to 
afflict your troops, fearless of his own life. 


24. Bhima,—the son of the Wind- 
god, and himself possessing the prowess 
and impetuousity of the wind,—that valiant 
Bhima began to career in that battle like 
that of the wind itself, 


26. Your army, O king, being thus hard 

ressed by him, Oruler of the universe, 
fae to roll and tumble like a shattered 
vessel in the high seas. 


27, Bhima “then, with his deadly wea- 
s, and with great dexterity of hands, 
ing a ruthless slaughter amongst that 

body of troops, despatched them to the 
region of Pluto,’ , 


28. Your warriors, O Bharata, seeing 
the wonderful exploits of Bhima in that 
pre 3 careering like the King of Terrors 
at = end of time, became greatly agi- 
tated. 


29-30. King Duryodhana, seeing his 
bést soldiers, O'Bharata, thus worsted by 
Bhimasena, ‘gave vent to the following 
expression, addressing his whole hosts, 

enerals and other great warriors, O best of 
fhe Bharata race, ‘All of you in a body 


engage Bhima in action and fell “him 


down, [inasmuch as on him hinges the 
fate of the Pandavas,] and, when he 
{Bhimasena] is felled, well may I count 
upon the Pandu forces as if already slain. 

31. Following the behest of your son, 
all the vassal chiefs, [hitting] from all sides, 
covered .Bhima with a thick shower of 
arrows, 


32. Hosts of elephants, O monarch, and 
men, eager for victory, as also war-chariots 


and horses, O King of Kings, thickened 
around Vrikodara, . 
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¢ animals, 


33. . That chief of the Bharat race, endu- 
ed with heroic qualities, being thus hemmed 
in by those brave bands of heroes, looked 
resplendentilike the radiant Moon shedding 
its effulgence amidst myriads of glowing 
stars, : : 

34. O, Monarch, that foremost of men, 
was looking, during that fig! , so beautiful, 
like the Full Moon in the midst of his 
corona. 


35. All those Kings with eyes flamed 
with wrath, and bent upon slaying Vriko- 
dara, began to shower, down their weapons 
upon him, 


36. As the fish frees itself from the net, 
so did Bhima cutting their shafts straight 
free himself from the pressure of the battle. 


37—38. O Bharata slaying ten thousand 
elephants that faced him, one hundred 
thousand and two hundred men, hundred 
car-warriors and five thousand horse 
Bhima actually made a river of blood -to 
flow there. 


39. In that carnage blood flowed like 
water, and the war-cars forming its eddies, 
elephants, its alligators, horses and men, 
its sharks and fishes, and the hair of 
its herbs and moss, were all 
fl¥ating on it. 

40. Arms severed from bodies float- 
ed like snakes, and precious stones were 
abundant in the bloody current ;—thighs 
and marrows formed its gavials and mud, 
and human heads, its mountain, . 


41. Tron bound bludgeous and maces 
were also floating there like’ snakes; and 
bows and arrows formed its rafts by means 
of which persons tried to cross that fearful 
and bloody stream, banners and umbrellas 
drifted on it like swans, and costly head- 
dresses its foam. 


42. The dust rising from the earth were 
like the waves of the stream, and jewelled 
nocklaces were looking like so many 
lotuses: the brave could alone cross that 
stream while the faint hearted sunk within 
to navigate it. , i 


43. That gushing current, with bands. 
of sturdy soldiers forming its alligators 
and crocodiles, streamed its course towards 


the realm of Death, - pete) and that man 
7 tiger-like made its course 
ew on. Sate Oh ; 


44. [And] as the Vaitarine is unnavi- — 
gab by serene of filth and inquity, even _ 
See es ae 
wanting 
their feast anit witty diudaer, er etc 


45. [And] there that son of Pandu, the - 
best car-warriors, rushed in, See 
hundred thousands of enemy, rte 
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46. Duryodhana seeing Bhimsena thus 
tareer in battle, O king, said unto Sakuni 
the following words :— “ 
47. “ Overpower in’ haitle? O uncle, 
the all-powerful Bhimsena. The victory 
over the vast array of the Pandava forces 
hinges on his final overthrow.” 

- 48. Being thus desired, O king, the 
powerful son of Suvala, the peer of great 
warriors marshalled in array, marched on— 
his brothers surrounding him. 

49. That hero, affronting the fiercely’ 

owerful Bhima in that battle, checked his 
intrepidity, as if a continent resisting the 
tides of an ocean. 

50. And despite the resistance of the 
keen shafts, [which the_ powerful son of 
Suvala hurled against h'm,] Bhima ap-, 
proached him [in formidable array. } 

51. Whereupon Sakuni, O king of 
kings, flung a number of cloth-yard shafts, 
bedecked with wings of gold and sharpen- 
ed on stone, and assailed Bhima at the 
seat of his heart. 


52. Those fearful shafts, feathered with 
the plumes of Kankas and peacocks, O 
monarch, piercing the coat of mail of th 
high-souled son of Pandu, sunk deep int 
his vital parts. 

53: Being thus smitten in battle, O 
Bharata, Bhima, then flung, all of a sud- 
den, a shaft laid with gold upon the son of 
Suvala. 

54. And the powerful Sakuni, the in- 
flictor of -woes on his enemies, and, O king, 
skilfal in the manipulation of hands, rent 
that fearful weapon in seven fragments» as 
it was coursing its way towards him. 


55. His weapon thus falling adrift on the 
ground, O king, Bhima, inflamed with 
rage, without any strain rent int®ain. with 
a broad-pointed arrow the bow of the son 
of Suvala. 

56. Whereupon the mighty son of 
Suvala, throwing away that bow, rendered 
useless, with the greatest alacrity seized a 
new one, as also sixteen broad-edged shafts. 


57—58. And the son of Suvala, O king, 


hit the chariot-driver two, and Bhima 
with seven ; nner with one, 





_| very fear of Bhimasena, 
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fecan thie’ brine. of “Bhites came speedily 
ae upon the chariot of the noble son. 
ouvaia, . 


e Gt. [And] he ¢he son of Stivala) sei 
that weapon, adorned with goldyand, € 
lord of the universe, hurled it back against 
Bhimseya with a fierce countenance. 

62. That weapon, piercing through the 
left arm of the noble son of Pandu, fell 
down like flashes of lightning coursing on 
the ground. 


63. Then the Dhartarastras begah torent 
the air from all sides with their loud out- 
cries, but, O king, Bhima could not brook 
the lion-like roars of the enemy,—all_ of 
great intrepidity, 

64. That extraordinarily powerful. man 
(Bhima) taking hold of another boW fitted 
with string, almost in no time, O best of 
kings, covered the mighty sow of Suvala and 
his forces, who were fighting valiantly 
without caring the least for their lives, with 
showers of arrows, 


65. That mighty man (Bhimase#a) with 
utmost intrepidity stricking off his (Saku- 
ni’s) four horses, and then sending his 
gharioteer to his eternal rest, O ruler of the 
universe, rent asunder his adversary’s 
banner with a broad-edged arrow. 


66, Speedily bounding out of that 
steedless chariot, Sakuni, the best of men, 
with eyes flaming with wrath and stretched 
bow, took his stand on the ground,—breaths 
ing all the while heavy breaths; and then, 
O king, he covered Bhima with mumberless 
arrows froin all sides, « * 

67. Then the mighty Bhima rending 
asunder Sakuni's arrows with great wrath 
hit him with a host of sharp arrows. _ e 

68. Being thus afflicted by his powerful 
assaifant, that destroyer of enemies, O 
King, dropped down on the Earth almog 

ead. 
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. Seeing him (Sakuni) in such a 
woelul plight, your son, O* supreme ruler 
of the, universe, putting him in his own 
chariot carried him off from the scene of 
actior? before the very face of Bhimasena. 


70. Seeing that foremost of men, Sakuni, 
thus knocked down and borne away. on 
Duryodhana’s chariot, the Imperial oe 
began to beat,a hasty. retreat from the 
field and flew in all directions from the 


71. When the son of Su 
discomnfitted and defeated, ‘O crnw an ae, 
that excellent archer (Bhimasena) your son’ 
Duryodhana, left the field in a state of, 
trepidation, and, out of his concern for the’ 
life of his uncle Sakuni,urged his fiery char 
gers to a furjeus speed, tis , 
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s] 

72. Seeing the king thus flee away from 
the battle, all his troops, O foremost of the 
fine of Bharata, who were each engaged 
in fierce struggle with. a hand-to-hand, 

ht, began to disperse themselves in all 

irections. 4 


3. Observing the whole host, of the 
Ghesteranrs force thus dispersing them- 
selves in every direction, Bhima, with great 
impetuousity rushed against them, and 
attacked them with inhumerable arrows, 


74. Thusafflicted by Bhima, O monarch, 
the retreating bands of Dhritarastra’s arm 
ie in a body moved towards Karna’s 

ank,} and coming thither and with them 
{General Karna] in their center, they once 
more held their ground. 


75. és the ship-wrecke@ mariners be- 
come comforted in reaching an island, so 
our distressed army stood cheerfully on 
nding that mighty Karna. 


76. Oforemost of the Bharata race, O 
mightiest of men, O lord of the universe, 
they then proceeded having death for their 


ultimate end. # 


CHAPTER LXXVIII. .? 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Dhritarastra said :— 
1. O Sanjaya, what did Duryodhana 
d Suvala’s son say on finding our troops 
shattered in battle by Bhimasena 7? 


2. Or, what,did that mighty conqueror 
~—Karna, or Kr a, or Kritavarman, or 
Drona's son or Déshasana, or the other 
leaders of my army, say in that battle 7 


g.- The powers of Pandus’ son seem to 

me to be most extraordinary that he could 
ht single-handed against all the warfiors 
my army. 

4. O Sanjaya, did the son of Radha, 
that scorcher of foes, keep his vow, and 
did he discharge himself accordingly towards 
the Enoitiie) troops? [In fact,} he was the 
bestower of prosperity, the saviour, the 
refuge, and the hope of the Kurus, 


5. How did Karna, the son of Adhi- 
ratha and Radha, behave in that battle, on 
finding our tr worsted and beaten by 
Kunti’s son of illimitable prowess ? 

6. And also what did my unconquerable 
sons and the other kings a mi hey 
charioteers of our army do? Tell me or a 
these, O Sanjaya, because you are a skilled 
narrator, , ' 

Sanjaya said :— 

7- Oking, the valiant son of Suta began 

to strike down the Somaka troops, in t 
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afternoon, even on the very face of Bhimae 
sena. 


8.° The mighty Bhima also began to 
smite down the Dhartarastra troops. U, 
this Karna ordered [his driver] Shalya to 
make straight way for the Panchalas. 


9 Karna, on observing that his army 
was being routed by the highly intelligent 
Bhimasena, asked his driver once more to 
drive on direct to the Panchalas, 


10. On being thus spoken to, Shalya, 
the avenger of enemies and the king of 
Madras, urged those white horses, that 
could run fast like thought, in the direce 
tion of the Chedis, the Panchalas, and the 
Karushas. 


11. On trating into that vast array, 
Shalya, the avenger of foes, took Karna to 
the very spot that that foremost of warriors 
wished to be in, 


12. O lord of the universe, the ver 
sight of that chariot, dismal like the cloud, 
and enveloped in tiger-skins, struck terror 
into the hearts of the Pandavas and the 
Panchalas, 


13. Then the clatter of that chariot be- 

me audible in that fierce battle like the 
crash of a thunderor like the sound of a 
mountain splitting into pieces. 

14. Then Karna, drawing the bow- 
strings close to his ears, shot numberless 
sharp shafts, which destroyed the Pandava 
forces by hundreds and thousands, : 


15. White the invincible Karna was per- 
forming these heroic feats nurabers. of 
valiant archers and mighty {charioteers of 
the Pandavas came forth and surrounded 
him on al) sides. 


16. In sooth, Shikhandin, Bhima? 
Dbritadyumna, Nakula and Sahadeva, as 
also the @five) sons of Draupadi pressed 
hard upon the son of Radha, and began to 
shower down their weapons u him,-—all 
kindled with the desire of hastening his 
departure to the other world. 


17. In that battle that foremost of men, 
the valiant Satyakt struck Karna with a 
score of sharp arrows hitting him on.the 
shoulder-joint, 


18. In thatengagement Stikhandin ‘af 
flicted him with five and twenty arrows, 
as did br. ans pr the 
sons Draupadi our - ‘sixty, 
eee with seven, and Nakula with a 

un 5 ; fete Saeabeans ; 


as 


19. The redoubtable Bhimasena, boiling — 
with rage, naailes, the ‘son eh Radha, - 
that battle, wi nin straig shafts, 
hit him [also] in the shouldersjoint, eg 


20, Then, the son of Adhirath, endued 


gee 


— 
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with great strength, with an indignant 
smile, stretched out his superb bow and be- 
gan to pour down heavy showers of keen- 
edged arrows to the discomfigure gf his 
enemies. : 

' 21—22. And the son of Radha assailed 
them in return, each with five arrows, and 
rending in twain, O best of the line of Bha- 
fata, ‘bow and standard of Satyaki, sped 
nine arrows against him, hitting him in the 
center of his chest, and then, with great 
violence, struck Bhimasena with thirty 
shafts. 

23. That scorcher of foes, O sire, next 
struck off Sahadeva's standard with a flat- 
faced arrow, and then pierced his charioteer 
with three others. 

24, He, O foremost of the Bharata race, 
almost in no time, deprived the (five), 
sons of Draupadi of their chariots, and it 
seemed truly wonderful. : 

25. In fact, the straight dead shots of 

the mighty Karna, made those brave war- 
iors retreat from the field ; and he caused a 
havoc amongst the Panchalas and the 
powerful car-warriors of the Chedis, 
- 26. The Chedis and Matsyas, O ruler 
of the universe, being thus worsted} in that 
encounter, all pressed forward and made ® 
supreme effort to fell down Karna, and 
poured down a heavy shower of arrows 
upon him. 


27-28. Inthat battle, the mighty son 
of S alone and unaided, fought single- 
handed with his own prowess, and kept all 
the great Pandava archers at bay, des- 
pite their utmost endeavour. O descendant 
of King Bharata, I am an eye-witness ofthis 
extraordinary and wonderful feat, and the 
gods themselves, the Siddkas and Charans 
were all highly pleased to see the lightness 
of the hands of the noble Karna, , 

29. And, O lordly being, all the great 
warriors of the Dhartarastra force paid him 
their homage and worshipped him as the 
best of all bowmen, 

30. And then, O monarch, as in sum- 
mer the blazing conflagration burns heaps of 
hay into ashes, sodid Karna consume his 
énemies’ forces, as it were, with the fire 
of his weapons, ve Le 

31. Thus beaten by that foremost of 
car-warriors, Karna, ‘the Pandava troops 
began to flee in al! directions—afraid to 
face hirn in battle. » ‘i 
32. Afflicted with the’sharp shots com- 
ing out of Karna's bow in that battle 
the Panchalas sent forth bitter cries of 


- 33. Bewildered at that tumultuous up- 
foar, the vast army, comprising the Pan- ; 
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dava ford: and belonging to the hostile 
ack dipcie pines him as the hero of the 
field in that great battle. Jahpots 


.» The son of Radha, that scorcher 
in such: 
wonderful prowess that the Pandavas, 
all combined, dared not even to look at him. 

35. And like a stream dividing itself when 
checked by a mountain, so did the Pandava 
forces break themselves opposed by Karna. 


36. In that battle, the mighty and 
strong-armed Karna, O king, burning the 
vast army ofthe Pandavas, stood out in 
relief like a blazing fire without smoke, 


37. That strong-armed man with 
great lightness of hands, O monarch, be- 
gan to strike off with his shafts, the arms 
and heads, as glso the ears adorned with 
rings of many of his sturdy enemy, * 

38. He went on, O king, cutting off 
horses, elephants, shafts, swords with hilts 
of ivory, fans and cars, &’nd wheels, axles 
and yokes, as also many other things ina 
mess, like a hero. 

39—40. Heaps of carcasses of elephants, 
and horses, slaie by Karna, O Bharata, 
were lying on all sides, and the earth be- 


tame slippery with their blood, while their 


dead bodies blocked the way and made it 
impassable. 

4t. The earth became so covered over 
with dead bodies-of horses, foot soldiers, 
elephants and with broken cars that it be- 
came impossible to distinguish the even land 
from the uneven, ~ 

42. The (atmosphere) became dark as 
Tp with the shower, of arrows shot by 
Katua, and nobody could know each other, 
or foes from friends, 

43. O monarch, the great car-waretbis of 
the Pandavas, were covered with the gold- 
decked darts coming oft of Karna’s bow. 

44. O king, the son of Radha repeatedty 
broke the ranks of the powerful car-warriors 
of the Pandavas, though .they tried their 
utmost to worst him in that fight. 


450-46. Asinawild the herds of deer 
are scared away before an angry lion or 
other animals seeing an wolf, so, in that 
battle, the foremost car-warriors of the Pan- 
chalas and other great warriors of the Pan- 
davas were driven before Karna. 

. As the Pandava troops turned, 
mh baclg in battle the powerful Dharta« 
rashtras followed them uttering loud shouts, 


48. O king of kings, Duryodhana being 


very glad ordered in great glee his war 
bands to discourse music throughout the 


whole range of his army, 
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49. The great Panchal warriorS, the best 
_of men, all determined to die in that battle, 
returned bravely to the field. 


50. Oking, those brave warriors were 
repeatedly broken down’ in that fight by’ 
the son of Radha, the smiter of his enemies, 
and powerful like a bull. 


$1. QO Bharata, Twenty Panchala car- 
warriors, and more than a hundred of the 
Chedis were sent to the other world by 
Karna's arrows. . 


52. O descendant of Bharata, he (Karna) 
pulled down men from their seats in the cars, 
and from thé backs of horses and elephants, 
and also scared away the infantry. 


53. That brave warrior, the son of Suta, 
the smiter of his foes, like Pluto at the 
time of destrifction looked brilliant as the 
sun in the meridian, and nobody could set 
his eyes upon him. 


54. O great monarch, after destroying 
hosts of elephants, horses, infantry, and car- 


warriors, that powerful archer, the destroyer | 


of his enemies, stood upon his chariot. 


55. The great car-warrior Karna after 
killing the Somakas stood like the mighty 
Pluto after destroying the elephants. 0 


56. The Panchals also showed very great 
courage, for they never left the head of the 
battle-field, even when thus distressed by 
Karna. 


© 
57. Andthe king (Duryodhana), killed 
the Pandava forces by hundreds and thou- 
sands as did also Dushasana, Kripa, the 
son of Sharadyata, Ashwathama, ‘Krita- 
varman, and Shultuni of great strength. 


58. The two sons of Karna too,—aye those 
two brothers of ;unconquerable strength, 
O king of kings, boiling with rage, waged 
a ruthless slaughter among the Pandava 
hosts in many differemt places. : 
.@9. Aud the battle [that ensued then] 
was deadly in the extreme, and the slaughter 
[which fojlowed] was really very great. 


60, Then the Pandava warriors Dhrista- 
dyumna and Shikhandhin, the (five sons of 
Draupadi, fretting and foaming with cage, 
caused a terrible havoc among your trovps. 

6. And thus the losses which attended the 
Pandava forces in their several divisions, 
were equ:| to those of your own, when the 
all-powerful Bhima joined them (the Pan- 
Gavas) in the field, Sy ae 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya Said — koe 
i—5. Arjuna in that great battle, after 


| destroying the four divisions (of the army 


belonging to the enemy) aind taking a glance 
of the enraged son of Suta, made a river 
of blood to flow there, -a river that was 
filled with flesh, bones, and marrow; ele- 
phants and horses formed the, bed of that 
river; and human heads, like rocks and 
stones strewn on. all sides, seemed to 
resound with the cries of crows and ravens; 
umbrellas floated like swans; and bodies 
of brave soldiers like so many trees drifted 
away by the current; necklaces were like 
lotuses in the stream; and head-dresses its 
foam, broken pieces of skulls floated about, 
and bows and arrows were like fishes in 
it; armours and shields formed its eddies; 
chariots, with which it teemed, were like 
its rafts; and braver-hearted men could 
alone cross that bloody stream, while the 
faint-hearted sunk within to navigate it. 


6. Vibhatsu, the foremost of men, and 
smiter of hostile warriors after making this 
bloody stream to flow, spoke the following, 
@ords to Vasudeva, 


Arjuna said :— 

7. ‘‘O Krishna, I see the banner of Suta’ 
our troops, with Bhimasena at their head» 
are fighting with that mighty car-warrior, 
OJanardana,the Panchalas becoming afraid 
of Karna are melting away. ; 


8. Behold, King Duryodhana, along- 
side Karna is looking exceedingly beanti- 
ful, with the white umbrella over his head, 
in his efforts to rout the Panchalas. * 

9. Karna is. protecting Kripacharya, 
Kritavarman and Aswathama, while those 
great warriors are protecting the King 
Daryo*thana in their turn; and unless we 
resist them they will cause a massacre 
among the Somakas. i , 

10, O Krishna, Shalya, a_thoro 
master in the art of driving, is ih 





surngselnaly beautiful, as he drives the 
chariot of Suta’s son, seated on his high 
seatofthecar pelasidle 
it. It would be to go over there, so 
lead my big chariot in that direction, I am 
not going to return without killing Karna 
in that fight. 0) UE eI, 1 
-12. © Janard the sehele: freee of the 
Paine ond \ eye all 
tro: yefore our ve unless 4] 
son ee Tce tiled Wid: > Se) et pee 


13. ‘Thus asked Keshava led the chariot — 
through your army towards the geeat archem 


ie Re 
ao eg 


sat 
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“Karna, with a” view to bring about a dual 
fight between him and Savyasachin. 

4. As urged by the son_of Pandu 
the very driving of the car by the strong- 
armed Vasudeva gave assurance to the 
Pandava troops and cheered them up. 

15. In that fight the rattling noise of 
the wheels of the car of Pandu’s son, 
sounded, Q sire, like the rumbling of 
Vasaya’s thunder. | 

16. The son of Pandu of unfathomable 
nobleness, and the very personification of 
power, thus went on destroying your 
army as he proceeded onward with the 
Afoud rattling noise of his car. 

17. Looking at the standard, the white 
steeds, and the black driver, (Krishna) of 
the noble Arjuna, Shalya,® the king of 
‘Madra, addressing Karna, said :— 

18. ‘ You were enquiring about Arjuna ; 
there comes he in that chariot, drawn by 
white steeds and driven by the black cha- 
rioteer (Krishna),—destroying his enemies 
as he-makes his way forward. 

19. There stands the son of Kunti with 
the outstretched Gandiva in his hand ; save 
us by killing him. 

20. © Karna, he is willing to try Ms 
strength with you in battle, and being 
restless is slaying many of our picked 
warriors. Advance, O son of Radha, on- 
ward to meet that descendant of Bharata 
race. ’ 

at. Slaughtered in large numbers, the 
Dhartarashtra troops have become afraid 
of, and are giving way before, him. 

22. I believe, hastily he is coming to- 
wards you avoiding other warriors,—his 
body is swelling with wrath, 

23. You have worsted Vrikodara, and 
so Bartha is burning with anger to meet 
you in battle, and would not wait to fight 
out any other warrior save aud beyond 
nao 


24—26. You have badly hurt the vir- 
tuous King Yudhistira, and deprived him 
of his chariot, you have placed. Shikhandin, 
Satyaki, the sons of Draupaci, Yudama- 
manyu, Uttamaujas and his brother Nakula 
and Sahadeva_in woeful plights; Partha, 
the smiter of his enemies, in a sullen mood 
and blood-shot eyes, is advancing, in hot 
haste and with impetuosity, to wreak his 
Vengenance On yours i z 


io. ig owe . grasp of other war- 
aXe y 





he t vancing towards us, so 
5 ‘be you on alert, as there is none 
se ¢ to resist him in ttle, ; 
«28. As a continent resists the fury of 
_ the surging sea, so you are the only archer 


. 





fei 


in all. tt world who can’ resist Dhanan- 
jaya’s rage. Sess 

29. He is advancing all alone, there 
is none to guard him in the front or in the 
rear, and well may you now count upon 
success following you. id 


3o. You are the only man who can 
cope with the Krishnas in battle, so make 
your march, O son of Radha; you alone are 
capable of it. : 


3t. You stand in the same footing with 
Bhishma, Drona, Drauni and Kripa; in 
rowess, 50 put a stop to the advance of 
avyasachinjin this great battle. ; 


32. Dhananjaya is looking like a snake 
setae’ his - psticg | tongue, or like a 

ull bellowing loudly in rage, or indeed, 
like a tiger of a forest; O Karna, put an 
end to him, 


33- Not at all caring for the safety of 
others those chiefs, the, principal warriors 
of Dhartarastra army, are melting away, 
being afraid to face Arjuna. 


34. O mighty warrior, O Suta’s son, 

you are the only man in this field who can 
bring relief and assurance. into the hearts 
of flying chiefs. 
* 35. Asin a tempest the drowning sailot 
look forward anxiously for an island for 
their protection, so the whole Kaurava army 
is looking up to you, O foremost of men, as 
their saviour, e. 


36—37- O son of Radha, you have 
worsted in battle the unconquerable Vaide- 
has, Amvasthas, Kamvgjas, | Nagnajits 
and the Gandharas, new with the same 
energy, and putting forth your best exertion 
and prowess, O mighty armed one, like a 
man, do you-proceed onward and atgack 
the son of Pandu, as also against#Vasu- 
dewa, the descendant of Vrishni, and. who 
is always adored by tlhe crowned Arjuna.” 


Karna said :— “ 


38. “O strong-armed .Shalya, you are 
no longer afraid of Dhananjaya and seem to 
be in? good humour, and as such you are 
agreeable to me, 


39. You will witness to-day the tuition I 
have received in the tactics and stragems: of 
war also the strength of my arms, truly you 
can well count upon the extermination of this 
vast Pandava troops by me alone, as well 
upon the destruction of those two foremost 
° men, the two Krishnas. 


40—41. Iam determined not to return 
from the battle-field without putting an 
end to those two mighty warriors, or | would 
be done to death by them.—There are 
chances ‘n warfare, and victory is always 
uncertain, however, whether [ kill them or 
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they kill me, I will stand tri to my 
purpose.” 


Salya said :— 

42. ‘O Karna, this (Arjuna) the best of” 
warriors even when alone, is considered 
to be unconquerable by all the warriors, 
and now when he is protected by Krishna 
it is really a venture to try to face and de- 
feat him.” 


Karna said:—- ‘ 

43. ‘Yes, itis told that he (Arjuna), is 
the foremost of all the car-warriors that 
was ever born in this earth, now witness 
my prowess, for I will fight this Partha out 
who is so mighty. 

44. Perhaps this son of the Kuru king 
(Arjuna); who is being borne by white steeds 
will send me this day to my last account, 
but there will be an end of all these with 
my fall, ° 

45. This prince is possessed of stron 
powerful arms that are never exhausted, 
and do neither sWeat nor shake, and are 
marked with cicatrices, he is light-handed 
and well-skilled in the use of weapons, and, 
in teuth, the son of Pandu is the foremost of 
all warriors. e 


46. At a time he can take a number of 
shafts and can shoot them like one, and 
quickly placing on the bow-string he can 
even send then to the distance of two 
miles, always hitting his mark; and who is 
there to match him in all the world, 


- 47. That energetic and great warrior 
a thé son of Pandu, with Krishna 
to k him, aftes satisfying the deity 
Agini in Khandava, received as a_ presen 
his bow Gandiva, atid the noble Krishna, 
his discus, 

48. That strong-armed man with never- 
failing prowess, on the same occasion 
reCeived from the god of fire his formid- 
able car with those white steeds yoked on 
them and which rolls on with great rattle, 
as also his two fine celestial and inexhaus- 
tible quivers, and many other celestial 
weapons. © 

4 He, after destroying numberless 
Daityas and the Kalakeyas in the domi- 
nion of Indra, received the Dev-Datta 
conch ; there is no mightier man than he 
in all the world, 


50. High-spirited as he is,after satisfyin 
Mahadeva in bate he received the ying 


terrible weapon Pashu we lage h 
to annihilate the Gievtectt y iy 


5t. When he—that first among men—ex- 
terminated all the Kalakhanja Asuras, he 
seceived from the different regents of the } 
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world many weapons of _ unfathomable 
power with which be slew them, ; 


52.. Then inthe chief city of King Virata 
he, afi alon@ on a single chariot, discomfited 
altof us, anid forcibly took away the wealth 
of kine and the garments of all the great 
warriors before their very face. ’ 


53- O Shalya, I must be the most coura- 
mores man in all the world to challenge in 

attle that foremost of men of the royal 
race, that hero who possesses such might and 
qualities, and more so, as he is seconded by 
him of the Vrislini’s race (Krishna). 


54—55. Besides that, the noble and une 
rivalled Vasudeva,—who is always victori- 
ous, who is the Narayana himself, who is 
the Vishnu decked with conch, discus and 
mace, and whose qualities cannot well be 
sung by all the worlds even in numberless 
years: @ protecting him (Arjuna). Be- 

olding the two Krishnas in one chariot, I 
am at once led by misgivings and courage. 


56. Partha is the best of all archers, and 
Narayan with his discus is invincible, even 
it may be possible for one to shake off the 
mountain Himalaya from its place, but 
never can this ssn of Pandu and Vasudeva 
be shaken, 


Con, Who but myself, O Shalya, would 
dare face this Phalguna and Vasudeva in 
battle, for both of them are athletic, firm- 
handed, skilful in war, and mighty car-war- 
riors. 


58. O king of Madras, to-day my earn- 
est desire is to fight out this son of Pandu, 
and that will be achieved soon, and that 
most beautiful and extraordinary fight, 
the dike of which has never been seen 
before, will occur very shortly. To-day the 
will either put an end to my life or I wi 
send them to their last account.”’ 


59—60. «Speaking the aforesaid words ta 
Shalya, Karna, the smiter of his enemies, in 
that batde gave utterance to loud roars re- 
sembling those of the clouds, and advanced 
towards your son (Duryodhana), the first of 
the Kurus, who conpant atts saluted him, and 
spoke the following words to him, and to the 
strong-armed Kripa, and to Bhoja Chief 
Kritavarman, to preceptor Drona’s son and 
his younger brother, and to the king of 
Gandhav and his son, and to all elephant- 
riders, horsemen and infantry :-— son Pe 

“61. “O kings, do youplease push on to- 
wards Krishna and Arjuna and shut them 
up from all sides, when they feel tired and 
exhausted from fighting with you [ shall be 
able to despatch off quite easily.” 

62. ‘Let it be so,” said they, and accord- 
ingly those might mn 
put an end to. Arjuna’s life all rushed to- 


'y warriors, determined to 
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wards 1) hananjaya and attacked him with 
numberless shafts. ; 

63. As the rivers and streams 
mightily onward, but loose their*forces and 
melt in the bosom of the unfathomable deep, 
so allthose warriors were received by the 
great Arjuna, ; 

64. Such was the lightness of Arjuna's 
hands that it was impossible for his ene- 
mies to mark how he was putting his 
shafts on the string and how he was shoot- 
ing them out, only horses, men and elephants 
went down all the time in heaps, struck 
dead with Arjuna’s shots. 

65. As persons with sore eyes cannot 
look up towards the sun so Jaya (Arjuna) 
whose arrows were brilliant like the rays of 
the all-burning sun at tha endeof Yuga, and 
whose bow Gaadrva formed his circular disk, 
could not be looked at by the Kauravas, 


66. Smiling and stretching his bow Gan- 
diva to the fullest extent he sent out number- 
less arrows from it, destroying all the power- 
ful weapons sent against him by the great 
car-warriors, and hitting them at the same 
time. 

67. © lord of the universe, Arjuna, 
thwarting the weapons of his enemies sp@d 
numberless arrows which destroyed many 
of your army like the powerful sun during 
the months of Faistha and Asharh draw- 
ing : great quantities of water (from the 
earth). 


68. As the clouds pour down heavy 
showers upon mountain, so did your son, 
Kripa, the is of the Bhojas, and that 
powerful son of Drona rushed on and began 
to pour down arrows upon him like rains, 


69. Thus attacked, the son of Pandu very 
quickly cut off, all the weapons sent against 
him by all those skilful and mighty car-war- 
riors, and struck three arrows at® the breast 
of each of them. 


70. As the sun, in the months of Faistha 
and Ashara, shines brilliantly in the midst of 
his corona, so Arjuna, scorching his enemies, 
shone out in great relief, the full drawn 
Gandiva forming his corona, and his shafts 
forming his rays, 


7t- Drona’s. son (Aswathama) coming 

forward shot ten choicest arrows against 

Dhananjaya, three against Krishna, four 

the four rg many other 

good arrows aga the great ape in 
charge of his standard. : 


72, Inspite of these, Dhananjaya made 
Drona’s son bre) eh a the out- 
_ streched bow of his foe with three shafts, 

killing his driver with a razor like shaft, 

and making away with his banner with 


urse |, 
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three, and his four horses with four other 
shafts. 


73. He (Aswathama), being greatly 
angry, took up a splendid bow ornamented 
with gold, diamonds and other precious 
stones, which looked like the body of the 
yey Takshaka or a great mountainous 
snake. * 


74. He then throwing down other wea- 
pons on the earth and putting string to 
the bow from an adgacent place began to 
distress and strike those two best of men, 
who were unconquerable, with various 
arrows. 


75+ Your son Duryodhana, Kripa and 
the Bhoj King, and other great warriors, 
who were leading the field, attacked that 
mightiest of the Pandavas shdoting showers 
of shafts against him, and he looked like 
the ‘sun (who drives away darkness) sur- 
rounded by clouds on all sides. 


76. As im days of Yore Indra’ with 
his thunder “destroyed the horses and car 
of Valiraj (Asura), so Partha, powerful as 
the thousand-armed (Kartavirya) with 
various shafts edistressed Kripa’s driver . 
and his horses, and cut off his bow and 
arrows as also his banner on his chariot. 


77. As Kiritin had distressed Ganga’s 
son Bhisma before, so Kripa was now dis- 
tressed in that great fight with innumberable 
shots after striking off his standard and 
weapons. 


78. Then the banner and bow of your 
brave and roaring son was struck off 
by the mighty Partha, who,next cut off the 
standard and steeds of Ktitavarman, 


79. Asa mighty river washes away an 
embankment, so the ranks of your great 
army was broken to hundred differ por- 
tiops by him (Partha), who destroyed in no 
time many elephants,* steeds, cars, drivers 
and weapons of his enemies’ army. e 


80-—81. Then Keshava, leaving the dis- 
tressed enemies on the right side, drove the 
chariot onward, and Dhananjaya when going 
quickly like Satamanyn (Indra) at the time 
of killing Vritra was followed by other great 
warriors with lofty banners and excellent 
chariots all desirous of gaining a name in 
battle, 

82. Then the great car-warriors Shikhan- 
din, Satyaki, and the twin brothers, with 
fearful roars advanced towards Dhananjaya 
and obstructed the hostile troops, striking, 
them with sharp shafts, fig 3A 

83. Like the Devas (celestials) andthe 
Asuras in the old days, the Kuru warriors 
and the es 4 ob coming wrathfully” in 
contact with each other, went on killing one 
another with powerful and’strai ght shafts. 


1€0 


84—8s. Then all anxious to gain Victory or 
to’go to heaven by dying in the battle-field, 
the elephant riders, car-warriors and horse- 
men with leonine-roars struck each other with 
well-armed blows. In fact, those brave and 
picked warriors sent out such hosts of shots 
against one another that the light of the 
sun became almost indistinct, and the very 
atmosphere was filled with darnkess. 

a 


4 
ys 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA),—Contd. 


Sanjaya aaid :— 

1—2. O mpnarch, Dhananjaya, seeing, 
Bhima almost sinking uner the pres-~ 
sure of the attack of many of great 
Kaurava_ warriors, left aside the son of 
Suta and his division, O Bharata, and went 
to the rescue of his brother, and sent many 
warriors of the hostile army to Pluto's 
region. 

3. His showers of shafts fell dividedly, 
some covered the skies, whiie others killed 
your army, 


4. Oking, Dhananjaya, filling the sky 
(which is the place for birds to play) with 
his arrows, seemed at that time the very 
destroyer of Kurus. % 

5. He with his long flat-pointed shafts 
and various other brilliant weapons, and keen 
lik@ razor, began to cut off bodies and heads 
of enemies. 


6. Warriors daad and dying, trunks 
without heads, loppedeoff portions of human 
bodies deprived of armour, covered the 
battle-field. 

a 


in 


7-8. O monarch, heaps of unshapely 
and mangled bodies of elephants and horses, 
cut, off by Dhananjaya with hisweapons in 
different ways, and broken cars made the 
field look ghastly and awful, and_ the 
way uneven and itnpassable, resembling the 
great river Vaitarini. e 


9. It was also strewn with cars, seme 
without horses, and some with horses 
yokee on them, and some with drivers and 
sotne without drivers, as also with broken 
axles, wheels aad arrows, aie 


to—rt. Four hundred fearful and highly 


trained elephants ridden by wrathful warriors 


enveloped in golden coloured armgrs ani 
decked with 
the pressure 


olden ornaments, urged 
E here tiempos. pre 4 


guides,—who were also powerful, filled with. 
tage, and cruel,—came forward, and was 


struck down by the chosen 


weapons of 
Kinitin or the,diadem-decked Arjuna, and fell 
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| out of his body, and that he is keeping well. 


down resembling gteat mountain’ fops ins 
habited by living beings when Pen 


13. Dhananjaya covered the earth by 
killing man) great and choice elephants by 
his’shafts, 9° ; im 

13. Heaps of carcasses of pe ve 
with greasy matter oozing out of theni looked 
like: clouds, and as the stin stands out in 
relief dispersing the clouds, so Dhanané 
jaya’s car passed through these masses of 
dead elephants. 3 finkiss 

14. Phalguna made a great havoc; 
and the path was covered with dead horses; 
men, elephants, and with many broken 
chariots, as also with dead bodies of warriors 
divested of their coats of mail, instruments, 
of war and other weapons, and the place was 
also strewn over with various srots of weas 
— loosened from the clutches that held 
them. 


15. The awful sound made by his out- 
stretched Gandiva was like the clash of 
thunder amidst the gloomy clouds. 


16. As in a hurricane a great vessel 
is wrecked to pieces by the tossing of the 
sea, so vour army was broken, and it suffered 
badly from Dhananjaya’s shots. 


@7. Lots of deadly, burning and meteor- 
like shots, coming like thunderbolts out of 
the Gandiva, began to burn down your 
troops, 


18. As on a night, a blazing forest of 
bamboos burns .on a great mountain, so 
your great army looked ablaze under fire 
from (Arjuna‘s) shots. ; 


19. Your troops, being thus hard 
pressed, burnt and distressed, and killed 
by Kiritin’s (Arjuna’s) arrows began to fly 
in all directions, ’ 

20. Asin a great forest, herds of deer 
being afraid fly wildly in all directions when’ 
it catches fire, verily such became the fate 
of the Kauravas when they were burnt to 
death by Savyasachin. Alas 


21. Leaving the strong-armed Bhima- 
sena. the distressed [aurava troops retreat~ 
ed from the field)... % = v8 


2. Thus breaking down the Kuru army 
the uncorquerable Vibhatsu then approach- 
ed Bhimasena and rested there for awhile. — 

23. Phall: 
caress and consulting him for a while, 
informed him that the arrows with which 
Yudhisthira was affli have been drawn 


iw 


24..0 Baga then taking Bhima's— 
permission, Dhananjaya again advanced | 
towards his Soaconjave. Se the earth and 
sky ring back with the rattling noise of his 
car-wheels. toh 


~&, 





guna then receiving Bhima's _ 


a 
| 
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2s. Then your ten sons, who were born 
after Dushasana, all good warriors and 
brave hearted, surrounded Dhananjayg. 

26. O Bharata, they with drawn bows 
distressed Arjuna with firey arrows even as 
do the hunters an elephant and seemed 
to dance in the battle-field (with excite- 
ment). 

. And the destroyer of (Asura) 

hu, quite confident that Kiritin will 
soon oa them to the region of Pluto, 
urged on the car, brought them all to the 
right side. 

28, Then seeing that Arjuna with his car 
was getting from them, they made a rush 
towards him. 

29. Then Partha soon stryck off their 
banners, bows and hors@s and they fell 
down on the earth; then with some cre- 
scent-shaped arrows and with ten other 
shafts cut off their heads. 

30. Those heads with lips and eyes red 
with rage looked fair like a collection of 
lotuses. 


31. The destroyer of 
owe thus sending ten 
auravas to the other world wit 
headed, 
proceed 


his enemies 
old mailed 
ten broad- 
Id-winged and swift arrow 


onward, 


— 
e 


CHAPTER LXXXI. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd, 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. As the great ape-bannered Arjuna 
was advancing with swift horses, he was 
attacked by ninety brave car-warriors of the 
Kauravas. re 

2. Taking sacred oaths those mighty 
warriors surrounded that foremost of men 
Arjuna. ; 

3- But those swift horses of Arjuna 
decked with gold and strings of pearls were 
directed by Krishna towards Karna’s car. 


4. As the destroyer of his enemies, 
Dhananjaya was advancing towards Karna’s 
car, he was followed by the ninety Samsap- 
taka car warriors who were pouring down 
arrows upon him. — 

‘Arjuna, with sharp arrows, cut 
wir bows, banner$ and sent them all 
with drivers to the other world, 

6. As.Siddhas (pure souls) are obliged 
to have a fall from heaven with their cars, 
when their virtues wear off, so those war- 
iors were all knocked down by Kiriti’s 

various weapons. 
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Bs Then many Kauravas with their 
horses, elephants and cars boldly faced 
that foremost man of Kuru and Bharata 
faces viz., Phalgooni. 


8. Then many spirited men of your 
sons’ great army with numbers of horses 
and mighty and select elephants in front 
obstructed Dhananjaya’s further progress. 


g. Then that descendant of ‘the line of 
Kuru race was surrounded by many great 
archers of the Kaurava acmy who were 
throwing lances, swords, cutlasses, darts 
and maces and other weapons upon him-and 
covered him. 


1o. The son of Pandu with his own 
weapons baffled those hosts of arrows which 
covered the skies even as tha sun shines 
out in its ow? splendour dispelling the 
darkness by the power of his rays. 


11. Then the son of Pandy was attacked 
on the side by thirteen hundred Mlecha 
troops on furieus and unruly elephants. 


12. Partha on his chariot was distressed, 
by Nalikas, lances, darts spears, Kam- 
panas, barbed arrows and other sorts thrown 
at him by them. 


@ 13. Phalgooni cut off with his broad- 
edged and crescent-shaped sharp arrows all 
those hosts of excellent weapons, although 
some of them were thrown by elephants 
with their tusks, 


,. 

14. Asthe mountain is broken to pieces 
by thunder, so those elephants with theig 
riders, and their standards were knocked 
down by various choice ,shafts (from 
Arjuna). ° 

15. Those mighty tlephants adorned 
with golden necklaces, being distressed by 
gold-winged arrows, fell down dead. 


16. The twang of the Gandiva was 
prominent amid the lowd shouts and dis- 
tressful noises of hosts of men, elephants 
and horses. 


17—18. O King, elephants and rider-less 
horses being hurt began to fly hither and 
thither} and numberless cars without horses 
and rigleres could be seen there changing 
their forms like smoke when rising into the 
sky resembling the city of Gandharvas. 

19. Omonarch, many of your cavalry 
when flying on all directions were struck 
down lifeless by Partha’s arrows. 


zo. At that time Arjuna displayed the 
marvellous,strength of his arms by destroy- 
ing in battle, alone and unaided, car-warriors 
horsemen and elephants. : 

21~—22. O foremost of the Bharata race, 
Bhimsena, seeing that Kiritin was thus 
surrounded by the three different kinds of 
troops, O king, left the few remnant of. 
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t 
car watriors and quickly came up to} 38. Elephants, horses, cars and men 
eines car, q ’ being thus covered by arrows shot by the 


23. Seeing Bhimsena advance towards | © of, Gandiva they looked like the 
his ‘eetibet those distressed men that were ha vor fi Kadamva flower with the fila 
left unslain took to their heels. ments of 10 a 

39. O monarch, thus hurt by Arjuna’s 
arrows which were putting an end to ele- 
phants, car-warriors and horses, the Kat 
fava troops gave vent to loud lamentations. 

40. Your troops, panic-stricken, kept 
close to each other and were turning round 
vem this side to that side like a wheel on 

re, 


4t. The great fighting stil! went on 
between the Kurus and (Arjuna) and all 
the elephants, horses, cavalry and car 
warriors were wounded 7. e,, (no body came 
out scathelegs), ° ; 


42, Resembling a forest of bloomin 
Asoka ~the troops, streaming with blood, 
with their armours broken, looked red as 
if they were ablaze with fire. | 


43. Seeing Savyasachin (Arjuna) dis- 
play so much prowess, all the Kauravas 
despaired of Karna's life. 


44. The Kauravas, beaten “by Partha, 
he weilder of the Gandiva, not being able 
o bear the brunt of the battle, gave up 
fighting. 

45. Distressed to death by (Arjuna’s) 
shafts they all, leaving Karna, began to dis- 
perse themselves on all directions abusing 
the son of Suta all the time, — 


24. Bhima of inexhaustible prowess, with 
mace in his hand, slaughtered* in that 
great battle the remnant of the mighty 
Kaurava cavalry that were left after the 
havoc made by Arjuna. 


25—26. O sire, Bhima by his fearful 
mace ‘which was deadly as the black 
night of death, which was capable of pulling 
down walls, gates of cities and houses, 
and whose food was, men, elephants and 
horses, slaughtered innumerable riders and 
horses, 7 e 

27. The son of Pandu knocked down 
horses and men with black armour on, by 
his mace; théy all came crumbling down 
with great noise.’ 


+28. Covered with blood, * with heads, 
bones and legs broken, they biting the earth 
i.e., (eating dust) became food for animals 
of prey. * 

29. That mace, appeared with drinkin 
blood, also eating flesh, bones and marro 
and became terrible to look at like the black 
night of death. 


30—31. Bhima slaughtered ten thousand 
horse and numberless infaniry and was run- 
ning to.and fro in wrath, with mace in hand; 
And your troops, O Bharata, seeing him 
thought that the Pluto himself has come 
among them, armed with his death-dealing 
wand, 


2. The wrathful son of Pandu, who 
looked like an unruly elephant, himself 
forted his way with the elephant division 
{of his enemies) as a Makara takes his 
sweeping dive in thé sea. 
© 


sena at their head, were all very happy 
to see Partha follow the flying columns 
sheoting many hundreds of arrows. 


47. As_ persons, drowning in the deep 
sea, find shelter in an island, so your sons, 
O king, went towards Karna’s car for 
their safety. 


48. Omonarch, the Kauravas, all af- 


¥ tering th i 
35. Thus entering the army nent Pe raid of the holder of theGandiva, like snakes 


the help of his mighty mace sent them all to 
the region of Phito in no time. n 

ed up to Karna for their safety. 
34—35. We could see the furious ele- . 
phants cased in mail, with riders an? ban- 
ners, tumbling down on all sides like so 
many winged mountains and the powerful 
Bhimsena thus exterminating the elephant 
division went back to his car and joined 
Arjuna's rear. 


36. O king, your very army, about 
to fly, being thus slain and surrounded 
on all sides, with weapons, lost all energy, 
and being greatly confounded, was at their 
wit’s end as to what to do, 


afraid of the noble son of Pandu, ht 
protection of the great warrior Karna, like 


their actions, take shelter of virtue from 
fear of death. bs ‘ 


51. Karna who was not at all i 
seeing them all ble@ling and distressed 


“Do not fear,come tome.” 


x 


37. Arjuna, seeing that host in that 
humble plight and so confounded, began to 
shower death-dealing shafts upon them. 


troops have been en by the 
Partha, stretched out his “bow: 
pose of killing his enemy. — Ly helo 






EE EER PRS ae RSE IS ie eee EE eT ee 


46. The Pandava warriors, wily Bhim- — 


whose stock of venom has exhausted, look- _ 


49—50. O great king, your sons, ‘being | 


52. ‘did Karka, bebUlding’ that a) the 
broken by the prowess of 


the creature of the earth, responsible for - 


shafts (of Arjuna) re-assured them and : ‘i 


hee 


Sin 


KARNA 


53. Having seen that the Kauravas 
have all fied from the battle-field, Karna, 
the best of warriors, drew a deep sigh, and 
thinking awhile determined to slay Pagtha. 


54. Then Vrisha—the son of Adirath, 
drawing his great bow, again rushed towards 
the Panchalas before the very face of 
Savyasachin. 

55. As the clouds pour down heavY 
showers upon a mountain, so Karna was al- 
most immediately met by hosts of arrow 
from many rulers of the earth whose eye 
were blood-red with wrath. 


56—57. Oye of noble mind. and best 
of living beings, when Karna—the son of 
Suta and protector of his friends, thus 
desirous to serve his friends, sent thousands 
of shafts which killed many ‘of the Pan- 
chalas, cries, loud from woe, rose 
among them, 


CHAPTER LXXXII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Conid. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, O monarch, after the Kurus had bee® 
routed (by Arjuiia) on whose car were atta- 
ched white horses, Karna—the son of Suta, 
like the high wind dispersing the clouds, 
went on slaughtering the Panchalas. 


2, With Anjalika weapons he brought 
down the driver of Janamejaya from the car 
and broke down the bows of Satanikas 
Sutasoma covered them with broad-headed 
arrows, 

3. Then he, striking Dhristadyumna 
with six arrows, almost instantly knocked 
down his and Satyaki’s horses, and then 
in quick succession killed Vishoka—the 
Kaikeya prince, 2 

4. Then the Kaikeya General Ugra- 
karman, seeing the Kaikaya» prince thus 
killed, rushed on toward§ Karna and 
moving forward his bow. re dly began 
to distress Karna’s son Praseta with many 
powerful shafts, 


5. Then Karna, with three crescent-like 
shafts, severed his head and arms from 
the body and like a Shala tree cut down 
by an axe he (Ugrakarman) fell down life- 
less from his car. | 

_6,.Then Prasena, ag if Pancing with excit- 
ment, assailed the s grandson of Shini 
(Satyaki) with many straight arrows, but 
was in return killed by the grandson of 


; 7. Karna, filled ith vengeance at the 
death of 


his son, and vishing to slay that 


~~) 
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foremost gf Shinis addressed him, ‘consider 
yourself a dead man” and struck him with 
a deadly arrow, 

_ 8—9. But Shikandi severed that arrow 
‘with three shafts, and with three others dis- 
tressed Karna; then the wrathful son of 
Suta with two razor-like shafts struck off the 
bows, aryows and banners of Shikhandi and 
with six other powerful arrows hit Shikhan- 
di himself and killed Dhristadurfinya’s son ; 
and the noble son of Adhiratha also struck 
Sutasama with a very Sharp arrow. 


to. O most powerful of monarchs, in 
that terrible fight loud lamentations were 
heard as theson of Dhristadumnya fell down 
and Krishna, hearing that, addressed Partha 
and said, ‘Partha go and kill Karna for he 
is destroying the whole PanchaJa race,” 


11. Then in order to save the Panchalas 
from the fear of that great car-warrior, 
Karna, he (Arjuna) advaneed on his car 
towards the chariot of * the son of Adhi- 
ratha with a mile in his lips, 


12. Then rubbing his palm on the bow- 
string with a very loud twang he stretched 
out the Gartffv@"and suddenly made the 
aay look dark by covering the sun with 

howers of arrows and also killed hosts of 
men, horses and elephants, and destroyed 
many banners. 


13. At that fearful moment, when 
Kiritin (the diadem-decked Arjuna) greatly 
excited, with the Gandiva in his hands, bent 
almost to a circle, assailed his enemies thre 
loud twang of his bow resounded through 
the skies, and the birds beiag afraid took 
refuge in caves and mourflains. 

14. The redoubtable Bhimasena fol- 
lowed Arjuna on his car guarding the 
rear, and both the princes fightipgesfeir 
way,on their respective cars advanced fast 
towards Karna. * 

15. In the meantime the son of Sut® 
had been fighting terribly: he repeatedly 
thrashed the Somakas and killed large 
numbers of elephants, horses and car-war- 
riors ;*in fact he covered the atmosphere 
with kis shafts. 

16. Then Uttamaujas, Janamejaya, the 
wrathful Yudhamanyu, hikhandin and 
Prishatha’s son Dhristadumnya all in a 
body fiercely attacked Karna with many 
weapons and with loud roars, 


17. As the objects of senses cannot ex- 
tract the purity out of a holy man, so those 
five best Panchala rriers, though they 
tried their utmost, cal. got shake Vaikar~— 
tana (Karna) from off Tus car, 


18. Karna, with his arrows very soon 
rending asunder their bows, arrows, drivers 


Té4 


and banners and striking each ofathem with 
five arrows, gave vent to aloud shout that 
resembled the roar of a lion, 


19. When Karna was thus distressing 
his enemies with his bow and arrows in hand® 
the whole world, with its mountains and 
trees, seemed to spilt into pieces by the 
— Arges. of his bow, and people. became 
afraid. 


. 

20, The son of Adhiratha, with his large 
bow like that of Shakra fully drawn, went on 
throwing his arrows; indeed in that fight 
he looked brilliant like the sun with his 
firing rays in the midst of his corona, 


21. Suta’s son then struck Shikhandin 
with twelve keen shafts, Uttamaujas with 
six and Yudhamanyu, Janmenjaya and 
Dhristadyumna with three each. 


22. O respected king, as the objects of 
senses are conquered by a holy man of 
abstinence, so those five great warriors, over- 
powered by Suta’s son in that dreadful 
fight, became confounded and inactive to 
the great delight of their enemy— 


23- As ship-wrecked merchants are saved 
from drowning in a deep seats, means of 
other ships, so did the sons of Draupadi, with 
the help of their cars, save their maternalé 
uncles from sinking under the pressure 
of Karna’s weapons who resembled the 
sea. 


24. Then the most- powerful of the 
Shinis (Satyaki) cut off all the sharp arrows 
of, Karna and struck him with many sharp 
atrows purely made of iron and your eldest 
son, Duryodhana, with eight. 


25. Then Kripa, the Bhoja king, your 
son and Karna hiniself assaulted Satyaki 
in return with many sharp arrows, but that 
bestef Yadu's race fought with those four 
great warriors as did the king of Daityas 
with the regents of the four quarters. ‘ 


"26. As inautumn the Sun shines brilli- 
antly in the sky, so with his outstretched 
bow, which was gounding loudly and send- 
ing forth arrows unrestrainedly, Satyaki 
became hard to face, i 


¢ 
27. As the Maruts helped Shakra (Indra) 
when he distressed his enemies, so the great 
Panchada car-warriors—the distressers of 
their enemies—all clothed in coats of mail, 
collected together, getting back upon their 
cars and protected that greatest man of the 

line of Shini. 


6 

28. Many elephants, horses and men 

were then killed in t ght that took place 

between your enemies and your troops, and 

it raged as hot and fierce as was the great 

battle which ensued between the Gods and 
the Asuvas, in days of yore, 
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29. All the infantry, car-warriors, ele« 
phants and steeds distressed with various 
weapons, and struck -by each other they 
begay to rove about sending forth dolorous 
cties of woe; some tumbled while others 
dropped down dead as they moved. 


30. At that time your son Dushasana, 
the younger brother of the king, boldly going 
up to Bhimsena, shot hosts of shafts against 
him, and Vrikodara like a lion taking his 
leap upon a big Ruvu (deer) swiftly made 
arush towards hin. 

31. As in days of yore Shakra and 
Shamvara fight with each other, so did 
those two brave warriors, both panting for 
revenge, fight with each other making their 
very lives the wager of the fight. 

32. As two lustful elephants fight for a 
she-elephant witlf fatty secretions stream- 
ing down their bodies, so did they strike 
each other with powerful and piercing 
shafts. 

Then Vrikodara with two razor-like 
shafts struck off the banner and the bow 
and the arrows of your son, and with another 
winged arrow he hurt him on the foretead 
and with a fourth, he severed the head of 
his charioteer. 
© 34. Prince Dushasana, taking up another 
bow, hit Bhima with twelve arrows and 
taking hold of the reins of his horses rained 
upon Bhima hosts of shafts. : 

35. Then Dushasana sent against Bhima 
an arrow worked with geld, diamond and 
other valuable gems, and brilliant as the 
sun’s rays, deadly and powerful as Indra’s 
thunder. 

36. Vrikodara being struck by that wea- 

with outstreched arms fell down on his 
car like one dead and powerless, but again 
regaining his senses he began to roar like 
a lion, 


CHAPTER LXXXIIL. 


KARNA-BADHA PARVA.—Contd, 
Sanjaya said :— Seen 

1. In that fight Prince Dushasana 
fought with great prowess and performed 
difficult feats; with a single arrow he sever- 
ed Bhimasena’s bow and struck his driver 
with six others. ’ 

2. That noble and energetic 
after performing these brave acts, first 
tressed Bhima with nine shafts, and almost 
immediately again covered him with nufn-— 
berless powerful shafts. nae ee © | 

3: The light-handed Bhimasena, being — 
curaged at this, threw a fearful dart at your — 


warrior 


Wee. 


\ 


—- 


son, but your noble son drawing his bow to 
its full length with ten shafts severed that 
awful dart as it was coming straight to him 
like a burning brand. ety 

4. All the warriors seeing him do this 
bold feat adored him and became very 
glad; your son again struck Bhima with 
another arrow which cut him deeply. 


5—6. Bhima then became very angry 
and kindling with wrath told your son, “‘you 
have'wounded me very soon; O brave war- 
rior, you have also distressed me now, bear 
the weight of my mace.’”’ Now catching hold 
of his formidable mace for killing Dusha- 
sana he said “O Scoundrel, in this fight I 
will drink your heart’s blood.’”’ 

. Hearing these words your son threw 
a death-like dart at Bhima with all his 
might and Bhima fomenting fn rage giving 
turns to his fearful nace struck his enemy 
with it. 

8. Crushing Dushasana’s dart, that 
mace came down straight on your son and 
hit him on the head; in that fearful fight 
when thus struck the prince, with his mace, 
resembled an unruly elephant from whose 
body fatty sweat was flowing down. 


g. Struck down by that weapon Dusha- 
sana fell at a distance of ten bows from his 
cat and when he reached the ground he was 
shaking all over from the shock of that 
weapon. 

to. O monarch, all his ornaments, gar- 
lands and dresses were destroyed and torn, 
his horses slain, his car broken to pieces, 
and he himself knocked down and greatly 
distressed under the pressure of that blow. 


tr. Then in that great fight the enérge- 
tic Bhima gradually remembered all the 
sufferings they (the Pandavas) have under- 
gone at the hands of your eldest son. 
° 


12. Omonarch, the mighty Bhima of 
extraordinary prowess, seeing Dushasana, 
also remembered how he had insulted Devi 
Draupadi, by catching hold of her tresses 
and forcibly taking off her cloth, specially at 
a time when she should not have been 
touched by any male. 


‘13. The noble-minded Bhima also, re- 
memberiug the-various oppressions suffered 
by her on different other occasions when 
her lords (husbands) were obliged to turn 
their faces and keep quiet, actually flamed 
in fury like fire wher, helped with clarified 
butter, % 
~ 44. Address’ the t warriors, 
Karna, Sepoaant: Deanite 200 Kripa and 
Kritavarman, said he, “I will this day put 
life of this miscreant pases 
Sana, ¢ him if you can,” 


ck 
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15. Speaking these words the energetic 
and mighty Bhimasena all on a sudden 
sprang forward with the intention of slaying 

ushasana. 

+ 16, As the furious lion pounces ear an 
elephant, so the exemplary hero Vrikodara, 
showing such prowess, in that battle attack- 
ed Dushasana before the very face of Karna 
and Suyodhana. 


17. He reached the earth leaping down 
from his car, eagerly looked at his fallen 
enemy (Dushasana) for some time and pres~ 
sing his throat with his foot, took up his keen 
sword and therewith tearing open his chest, 
drank his warm blood. 


18—19. O king, that strong-minded 
man, in order to redeem his promise, threw 
down your son, and with the sword struck 
off his head an went on drink his blood 
by sips with the greatest relish and looking 
at him spoke these words wrathfully, 


20—21. ‘ The taste of my enemies’ blood 
is sweeter than my mother’s milk or honey 
or butter or sweet wine or curd or the pure 
water or skimmed milk,and to me it is much 
more tastef yan all the othet nectarine 
drinks of the world,” 


, 22. The highly wrathful Bhimasena, the 
very picture of  fierceness, seeing that 
Dushasana no longer lives, with a smile 
said, ‘You are now rescued from my 
clutches, since you are dead ; what more can 
I do you.” . 


23. O monarch, he, who then saw Bhirm- 
sena who was glad at heart by drinking the 
blood of his enemy and was placing the 
battle-field giving vent*to those words, 
motuslly fell down to the earth out of sheer 

ear. 


24. Others who were not thu Struck 
down were also so affgcted with fear that 
they lost hold of their weapons, and some 
with half closed eyes looked fearfully fo- 
wards Bhimsena uttering meaningless 
ejaculations. , 


25° Those men, who were at that time 
neafgBhima and who saw him thus drink 
Dushasana’s blood being overpowered with 
fear, fled on all directions saying to each 
other that he is no human being. 


26. He became so horrible to look at 
when drinking the blood that your troops 
with Chitrasena becoming afraid took to. 
their hegls saying that he is surely a 
Rakshasa. (Monster). 


27. Then the Prince Yudhamanyu gal- 
lantly pursuing the retreating Chitrasena 
— him with seven sharp arrows succes- 
sively. 
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28. As a snake, when troddgn upon, 
turns back with protruding tongue to pive 
out its venom so did Chitrasena, wheelin 
round, struck the Panchala prince wit 
three arrows also hitting the driver with 
other six. 


29, Then that choicest of warriors Yu- 
dhamanyu, drawing his bow to the full 
extent, sent an arrow, from it, with beauti- 
ful wings and of very keen edge, and that 
struck off his head. 


30. Karna of unparalleled energy, seeing 
his brother Chitrasena dead, showed great 
prowess and began to disperse the Pandava 
troops but Nakula thereupon faced him. 


31. Bhimsena, then after thus killing 
the vengeful Dushasana and holding a full 
draught of hj blood in his pands in the 
presence of those great and mighty warriors, 
loudly spoke the following words. 


32—33. ‘O yeu most miserable wretch, 
now | am drinkingtyour heart's blood” do 
ou again joyfully defy us and sty, ‘Beast, 
Beast” and also said, ‘'O you who were 
very glad and danced at our misery and 
called us beasts, we now fling back the 
words to your very teeth, att 
34—37: 
of all the mischief and sufferings we had 
to undergo; it is through the evil coun- 
sels of Duryodhana, Shakuni and the son 
of Radha we had to sleep at the house 
called the Prathankoti, and our food was 
oisoned ; we had to suffer from bites of 
Piatk snakes, we were going to be burnt 
down to ashes in the house of lac, we were 
robbed of our kintgdom through gambling, 
and Draupadi was ingulted and her beautt- 
ful hairs seized mercilessly ; we were exiled 
in wilderness, we suffered both at home and 
at b&@ele from strokes of weapons when 
living in Virata’s residence. ! 
38. We have never been happy but 
hafe undergone all these sufferings from 
the evil intentions of Dhritarashtra and his 
son.” S 
39. Thus speaking, O monarch, Vriko- 
dara, after gaining victory, addressed both 
Keshava and Arjuna. € 
40. And the’short-tempered Bhimasena, 
who was all bleeding and was very red in 
the face and highly wrathful, spoke these 
words—‘‘ You witness, O ye brave war- 
riors, that in batde I have this day 
ed my pledge regarding Dushasana. 


4x. Iwill very soon redeem mf other 
romise by crushing the head of that other 
brass the miscreant D na with my 
foot, as a sacrifice in this warfare, before 
all the Kauravas, and then I will know 


peace. 
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42. And the inighty Bhimasena utterin 


these joyfully with blood streaming throu: 
his. body, began to shout loudly as 
thousapd-eyed 


Ind ft ili 
(Asura) Vritra, ee a ap 


. 
— 


CHAPTER LXXXIV. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—vontd. — 


Sanjaya said :— 


O monarch, after the death of Dushasana 
your ten sons, all great car-warriors, who 
never showed their backs in field, greatly 
energetic and revengeful, covered Bhima 
with their arrows. 


2—3. They. were Nisangen, Kavachin, 
Pashin, Dundadhara, Dhanurograha, Alu- 
lupa, Saha, Shanda, Vatavega and Sub- 
uchasas ; and being greatly sorry on account 
of the death of their brother, they faced the 
strong armed Bhimasena and struck him 
with arrows, 


4, Being hemmed in on all sides by. the 
arrows of those mighty car warriors, Bhima, 
with fiery and blood-red eyes, looked bril- 


You (Dushasana) were the root Miapt as Pluto himself, 


O Bharata, Vrikodara, of the line of 
Pritha, then with ten gold-winged and flat 
edged shafts,sent those ten princes of the 
line of Bharata, whose wrists were adorned 
with gold bracelets, very quickly to the 
region of Pluto. 


6, After those ten brave warriors have 
fallen, your troops being afraid of the Pan-_ 
davas began to give way even in the pre- 
sence of Karna himself, 


- O monarch, as human beings are 
afraid of death, so Kacna_ seeing 
of great power became afraid of him, 


8. Then Shalya, the ornament of the. 
battle-field, knowing from the very look of 
Karna what was »assing in his mind, ad- 
dressed that scorcher of his enemies with 
words befitting. Lo ‘ 


9. ‘O son of Radha, do not be d S~ 
ed; it is not fit for you; all the chiefs are 
dispersing themselves afraid of Bhimasena. — 

10. Duryodhana is confounded owing to 
the woeful fate of his brother and sp if 


as his blood has 
hearted Bhima. 


tiv Kei with others and the surviving 


been qupfied by the braves 


hima 


bel 
. 
4) 


brothers the ki with painf ul hearts” 

their rage Caprencd with sorrow, are all 
| seated round Duryodhana and taking care 
} of him, “or Soeeg ’ ees 


ao tron 
TOs Bie 


» fittings of gold, 
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. 2. Those brave warriors, the Pandavas 
who never miss their aim, are coming for- 
ward to meet you in fight. 

13. O foremost of men, for fhese teasons 
and remembering the duties of the Ksha- 
triyas you should put forth all your energies 
and march against Dhananjaya, 

14.0 you strong-armed warrior, the 
whole responsibility of this war has been 
put on you by the son of Dhritarashtra ; 
exert yourself and bear that burden to the 
best of your ability. 

15. There is great glory in victory, and 
even in defeat Heaven is certain. 


16. O son of Radha, your son Vrisasena, 
beholding that you are at your wit's end, 
is advancing towards the Pandavas with 
great wrath.” “2 

17. Thus addressed by Shalya of unfa- 
thomable prowess, Karna reflecting came to 
the conclusion that there is no other alter- 
native but to fight the battle out. 


18. Then Vrisasena, all wrathful, with 
his car advanced against that son of Pandu 
vig., Vrikodara who was destroying your 
army and with his mace was looking like 
Pluto himself with his 
Sceptre. 


19. As (in days of yore) the victori- 
ous Magavat joyfully ran to meet the 
(Asura) Jambha, so did Nakula, the bravest 
of warriors, with great anger rushed to- 
wards their enemy, Karna’s son. 


20. Then the mighty Nakula, with a 
razor-like arrow, rent asunder the gem-he- 
decked banner of his foe, and with another 
flat-faced shaft broke the gold-belted bow 
of Karna’s son. 

21. Karna’s son, master of many power- 
ful weapons, showing how he,felt for the 
woeful fate of Dushasana promptly took 
up another bow and distressed the son of 
Pandu with many powerful and celestial 
weapons. 

22. The noble Nakula, very much enrag- 
ed, struck his enemy with shots fiery as the 
burning wand, whereupon the skilful war- 
rior, Karna’s son, began to pour down celes- 
tial weapons upon Nakula.. 


23. The son of Karna, out of rage from 
the hits of his enemy as also from the brilli- 
ancy and mig f his own weapons, looked 
like the fire iad when helped with clarified 
butter. ; % 

24. O monarch, Karna’s son. with his 
fine shots, indeed killed the white and good 
‘looking chargers of Nakula, who were of 
“the Vanayu 5 mad ‘were adorned with 


a 


bee 


a) 
‘S 


death-dealjng® 


¢ 
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25. WMakula then got down from his 
horseless chariot, and taking up a shield 
that was studded with golden moons and a 
sky colored sword jumping now and then 
looked like a sprightly bird. 


26. In the ceremony of horse-sacrifice as 
it is the duty of the killer to cut down many 
animals, so Nakula, with that sword in 
hand bounding in the air, struck down many 
brave men, horses and elephants. 


. 

27. Nakula, wishing to attain victory, , 
single-handed in no time knocked down two 
thousand well disciplined, and well-paid 
watriors, collected from different countries 
who were of sure aim, who were always 
glad to fight and whose bodies were bes- 
meared with fine sandal pas 


. 

28. Then Karna’s son a sudden, 
rushed against the advancing Nakula and 
distressed him with hosts of sharp shafts 
from all sides in order,to put an end to 
him. 

29. Nakula distressed with arrows (from 
Vrishasena), in return, also struck his ene~ 
my, and Vgjshasena being thus struck. by 
Nakula became very angry but the noble 
Nakula being protected by his brother 
*Bhimasena at that time in that hard fight 
performed prodigies of valor. 

30. Then the son of Karna angry at 
heart, with eighteen arrows, struck the 
brave Nakula with whom fighting was like 
play and who was destroying single-hand- 
ed the bravest warriors, chargers and 
elephants. ; 

31. O monarch, being greatly distressed 
by Vrishasena in that encounter, Pandu's 
son Nakula, the best of men and of great 
energy then rushed on for the purpgse of 
killing Karna’s son, —_ 

2.  Vrishasena ,began raining hosts 
of sharp arrows upon thé mighty Nakula 
as he advanced straight like a hawk pdtin« 
cing npon a lump of meat with its wings 
spread. 


33 After thwarting the hosts of arrowy 
of his foe, Nakula went on making mans 
beautiful evolutions in the air, but i<arna’s 
son, O monarch, in that fierce encounter, 
with his powerful shafts cut off his shield 
studded with a thousand stars. 


34—35. Then as Nakula was careering 
with his drawn sword, of good steel, well 
a es} and very sharp and strong enough 
to bear’great weight and to lop off bodies 
of all sorts of enemies, and deadly as snake 
Vrisasena in a short time cut off that sword 
with six razor-like shafts and also hurt his 
enemy in the centre of the chest with arrows 
well tempered and keen-edged. 
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36. Having thus eens deeds ac- 
cording to the usage o the ancients, . which 
would have been difficult for others to do, 
the noble-minded Nakula, endued with 
great activity, advanced,’ O monarch, to- 
wards the car of Bhimasena, distressed with 
those shafts. 


37. The son of Madri, becoming" horse- 
less and being thus distressed by Karna’s 
son, in the presence of Dhananjaya bound- 
ed upon the car of Bhimasena resembling 
a lion leaping on the summit of a mountain. 

38. Then that noble-minded and brave 
warrior Vrisasena, excited with rage, 
began to rain hosts of arrows upon those 
two powerful car-warriors seated on the 
same car with the purpose of distressing 
those two sons-of Pandu at the same time. 


Aftér the car of the son of Pandu 
had been broken and his sword quickly cut 
off, the son of the Wind-god (Bhimasena) 
told Phalguna a net “see how Nakula is 
being distressed by the son ofe Karna; he 
has even the audacity to attack us, do you 
proceed against him,” 


o. The fierce ee a, 
weet head was adorned with taba, ek 
hearing these words, riding up to Vriko- 
dara’s car, drove straight on his great apes 
bannered car and with Keshavaas its driver 
towards Brisasena. 


CHAPTER  LXXXV. 


KARNA-BADH PARVA.—Contd. 

Sanjaya said:— | 

1—2. Then those eleven mighty scorchers 
of mies, namely the five brave sons of 
Drupada,«he grandson of Shini (Satyaki), 
and the five sons of Draupadi, learning that 
Nakula had been made carless and greatly 
dittressed, and wounded with the shafts and 
other weapons of the son of Karna, his 
sword and bow broken, advanced on their 
rattling cars with standards floating in the 
air and pulled by jumping horses drive by 
sktiful drivers. ‘hose well-armed heroes 
with shafts deadly as snakes went on killing 
your elephants, chariots and men, 


3. Then your leading car-warriors, vis., 
Hridaka’s son, Kripa, Drona’s_ son, 
Shakuni’s son, Vrika, Krathadeva, and 
Abridha immediately advanced against 
them with their bows on cars, the, wheels 
of which were rattling loudly like the roars 
of elephants or the boom of the clouds. 


4. O monarch, the Kaurava warriors 
thus attacking those eleven best of car- 
watrio:s and choicest of men, checked their 
course with most powerful shafts, but the 
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Kulindas mounted on 
Sini and looking like 
resembling in color 
cloud¢, rusfed against 
riors. 


5: Those unruly and proud elephants of 
the Himlayan breed, adorned with networks 
of gold and mounted by skilful warriors, 
eager to show their prowess in battle, look- 
ed beautiful like the clouds in the sky with 
lightning flashing upon them. 


6. Then the Prince of the Kulindas with 
ten arrows made entirely of steel, bravely 
attacked — but being struck in return 
by arrows of Sharadwat’s son the prince 
with his elephant fell down on the earth, 


7. The younger brother of that prince 
attacked Krip&'s car with spears made of 
steel and shining like the rays of the sun, 
and began to shout loudly, and while so 
careering his head was severed by the king 
of Gandhara. 


8. Those powerful car-warriors of our 
army being glad at the fall of the Kulindas 
blew their sea conchs and with bows in 
hand attacked their enemies, 


ad The battle which followed between the 
urus on one side and the Pandus and the 
Srinjayas on the other with shafts cutlasses, 
darts, swords and maces and battle axes 
became awful aud hard, and many steeds, 
men and elephants were killed, 


elephants of great 
mountain cliffs and 

newly gathered 
the Kaurava ware 





CHAPTER LXXXVI. 
KARNA-BADHA PARVA,—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— , 


1. Vasudeva the foremost of men 
beholding the great bodied Karna whom 
the gods could not advancing with roars 
like Oe swelling ocean said to Arjuna with 
a smile. , 


2. There comes the chariot (of Karna) 
with grey steeds and Calya its driver, with 
the intention of meeting you in battle so 
wait with calmness, ; 


3—4. Oson of Pandu, look how beauti- 
fully the car of Karnais adorned; the son 
of Radha is on it and it has four beautiful 
grey horses and it is also decked with vari- 
ous sorts of banners ané net work of bells 
and how it is being borne as if in the skies 
by their pale horses. - 


_ 5: Look the high souled Karna’s banner 
is like clouds and resembles the bow 
of Akhandal (Indra) which divides the sky 
and earth, 


KARNA 


%.- See how Karna sends hosts of arrows 
like clouds pouring down rain as he is ad- 
wancing to fulfll the intention of Dhrita- 
tastra’s son. ark 

9. The king of Madra (Calya) is seated 
on the front of the car and guiding the 
horses of the powerful Radha’s son. 

. Hear, O son of Pandu, the noise 
of their tumtums and the shrill note of their 
conchs and lion-like roars that are coming 
from all directions. Karna, of unfathomable 
prowess, has drawn his bow and its loud 
twang can be heard above all other sounds, 


to. As ina forest a wrathful lion scares 
away herd of deers so the mighty Panchala 
warriors are melting (before Karna). 


11. Osonof Kunti, you are the only 
person who would venturesto bear the brunt 
of his weapons, so you,should take all possi- 
ble measures to kill him, 

12. i know well that you are capable 
to conquer in battle all the three worlds to- 

ther with its mobile and immobile crea- 
tions and the gods and Gandharvas. 


13. Nothing need be told about fighting; 
then cannot look towards the great god the 
three eyed and terrible Sarva, also called 
the Kaparddin. S 


14. You have satisfied in battle that 
god of gods the Siva, deity Sthanu, the 
creator of the happiness of all creatures. 


15. O Partha, as Indra slew Natuchi 
so you will, O, you of powerful arms, 
by the kindness of the great god who 
is armed with trident, kill Karna and be 
victorious ; and may it farewell with you. 


16. Arjuna said, O Krighna, you ,are 
the destroyer of Madhu and master of all 
creation; and as you are kind to me my 
Victory in this battle is sure. 


17. O Hrishikesa, a mighty warrior, 
urge on the horses atid advance with my 
car. “Phagoon will kill Karna, 


18. O Govinda, today either I will slay 
Karna and hack him to pieces with my 
weapans or he will see me killed by his 
arrows. 


19. You will soon witness the fight that 
will bewilder the three worlds and it will 
be spoken of till the world ends, 

20, Thus speaking to Krishna | of 
inexhausti energy, Partha advanced 


ds hi . 
bob bet es is her elephant agpinnt 


at. Partha of ie prowess again told 

Krishna who was t mother ° ea "0 

o> israel a flic = ae o = 
;"' and thus requested Kecava lashed 

; si | which were swift as the mind, 

sae f : 





PARVA. 


21—22." Partha of great prowess a 
told Krishna, the scorcher of his foes *O 
Hrishikesha, time fties spur on the horses ;"’ 


and being thus addressed by the noble son 
of Pandu Kegava who wishes him victory 


lashed the steeds which were swift as 


| the mind and very quickly brought the car 


of Pandu's son before Karma’s chariot, 





CHAPTER ‘LXXXVII. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1—2. Seeing his son Brisasena thus 
killed the energetic Karna shes, tears with 
grief and wrath, his eyes re copper 
and advanced to meet his enemy having 
defied Dhananjaya in fight. , 

3. Then those two cars covered with 
tiger skins and shinning with lustre looked 
like two suns facing each other, 


4. Those scorchers of their enemies, the 
mighty warti ith white steeds attached 
to their cary, looked like the sun and moon 
wf the skies in brilliancy. 


“5. When those two warriors, like Indra 
and the Vali (son of Birochan) prepared for 
fight as if to conquer the three worlds, all 
the creatures were struck with wonder. 


. 

6—7. Allthe rulers of earth were filled 
with admiration as those two warriors faced 
each other with their car wheels rattling 
their bows twanging and their arrows flying, 
with whizz, Partha with» his ape banner 
flying and Karna with shis banner marked 
with an elephant and roaring like a lion. 


8. O Bharata, all the kings be to 
give vent to lion-like roars (with exttte pent) 
seeifig those two car warriors engaged with 
each other and praisedthem greatly, 


g. Thousands of fighters, seeing them 
thus engaged in duel fight, began to sound 
their arm-pits with the palth of their hands 
and shook their garments (in excitement. 


10, The Kauravas struck up their mare 
tial music and sounded their‘conchs to excite 
and please Karna. 

11. The Pandavas also for rousing Dha-« 
nanjaya caused all the sides to resound with 
the sound of their drums and conobs. 

iz. In that contest between Karna and 
Arjuna fearful noise arose on account of the 
shouts atid lion-like roars of wartiors and 
for the striking of their palms over their 
arm-pits. 

13. All the persons gazed eagerly on 
those two best of car wittiors and mos§ 
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powerful of men as they faced gach other 
adorned with arrows and darts. 


14. Both of them were cased in armours 
and had swords hanging in their belts: 
they had grey steeds yoked to their cars and 
both of them had beautiful conchs ; both of 
them were mighty car warriors, one had 
Calya for his driver, the other had Krishna, 


15. Both had long arms and necks 
owerful like that of the lion; their eyes 
Tooked red with rage &@nd they were decked 
with golden garlands ; their bo'vs seemed to 
send forth lightning flashes and they were 
possessed of choicest of weapons. 


16. They were being fanned with 
chowries and white umbrellas were held 
over their heads ; and they were masters of 
best acrgysand lookod most beautiful. 


17. Both of them were like furious bulls; 
and they were both broad chested-and had 
short necks liké lion and were exceedingly 
strong. 4 i 

18, O monarch, summoning each other 
to combat they precipitated upon one ano- 
ther like two powerful bulls in a cowshed 
with the intention of slayinf- Ui", ‘another. 


19. Asthey fought they resembled tw 
furious elephants, or angry mountains, or 
the little snakes of deadly poison or Yama 
the destroyer of the creation, 


20. Roused against each other like 
Indra and Vitra (asura) they resembled 
the sun and the moon in brilliancy and 
jwoked \ike two planets approaching each 
other in order to bring the world to its 
end. ‘ 


e 
-27. They were cboth handsome as the 
gods and were of godlike prowess having 
sprung from heavenly fathers, 


22.~@ king, your army were filled with 
delight seeing those two brave warriors of 
tiger-like ferocity engaged in battle. 

‘« ; 

23. Beholding those foremost of men 
Karna and Dhananjaya engaged in combat, 
it could not be said as to who would be vic- 
torious in the end. 


24. They were both skilful in war and 
possessed of select weapons, and they made 
the skies ring back with the noise of sound- 
ing their arin-pits, 

25. Bothof them were famous for. their 
courage and strength and they were skilful 


like the (Asura) and the king of gods in 
war. 


26, Both resembled Kartatirya or 
Dacaratha’s son (Rgama) in battle and 
looked like the god Vishnu himself in prow- 
ess or Bhava himself. 


27. In that fight, O monarch, both of 
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them had{white horses and select” chariots 
and the best of drivers. ae 


23. Thpse two warriors looked beautiful 
and brilliant on their cars and they were 
admired by all the Siddhas and Charanas 
that were present. ; 


29. O best of Bharata tace, the Dharta~ 
rastras, without losing time, surrounded the 
noble Karna, who was the best of war 
riors. 


30. So Dhristadyumna, with all the 
Pandavas surrounded the noble Partha 
matchless in war. 


31. Your troops, O monarch, began to 
fiight for Karna and the Pandavas in favor 
of Partha. 


32. The trgoops of both the sides were 
eager witnessess “of that great Yama of 
battle and defeat and victory of either party 
depended on them (Karna and Arjuna). 


33. To decide the fate of the war they 
began that duel fight and our men and the ~ 
Pandavas stood in front of the field to see 
that fight. 


34. O king, in that battle those two 
brave warriors well skilled in warfare, 
determined to kil] each other. 


“35. O master, they looked like two fear- 
ful comets when they engaged in that 
deadly fight. 


36. O most powerful of the Bharata race, 
the inhabitants of the skies differed in opi- 
nion and angry disputes were going on 
amongst them as to whether Karna or Ar- 
juna would be victorious and also the whole 
world was uncertain as to the issue of that 
fight. 


37. The gods, Danavas, the Gandharvas, 
the Pichachas, the Nagas, the Rakshashas 
differed in their opinions. 


38. Tlfe heavens with all the stars sided 
Karna and the earth backed Partha as. 
mother wishes her son well. 


_ 39. O foremost of men, ail the mountains, 
rivers, seas, with trees, herbs and plants 
were for crowned Arjuna, 


40. O smiter of enemies, the Asuras, the 
Yatudhanas, the Guhyakas and ravens 
and other birds who roam the skies also fa- 
voured Arjuna, vind 

41~—42. All the valuable jewels, the four 
Vedas, the Mahabharata, the Upavedas, _ 
the Upanishads with all their m 13 
coatenity pie aan ry séna, the 

akskka ai Jpatakskaka, the mountains 
and all the descendants of Kadru and their 


children with all the poisonous great snakes’ 
and Nagas were on Arjwcatyelay hess 








e 
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Aryavarta with his children, the des- 

ee aea ot Shuravi and Vaikati and He 

- Bhojins all favoured Arjuna and the smaller 
snakes sided Karna. 9 ae 


wolves and deer of the’ wild 


hen and birds of good omen 


and other animals 
all sided Partha. 


. The Vasus, the Maruts, the Siddh- 
Ss Bit Ah the Vicwadevas, the Acwins, 
the Agni, the Soma and Indra, the Pavana 
and the ten sides were in favor of Dhanan- 
jaya but the Aditya sided Karna. 

46. Omonarch, the Vaicyas, the Cudras, 
the Sutas and other half caste people were 
in favor of Radha’s son. 

47. The Pitris and the heavenly bodies 
with all their followers and staff, Yama 
and Vaicravam and Varana vere for Arju- 
na, The Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, the gifts 

Dakshinas), the sacred sacrifices were in 
vor of Arjuna. 

48. The Pretas, the Pichaches, animals 
and birds of prey, the Rakshasas, the sea 
monsters, the dogs and jackals were on 
Karna’s side. 

. The different sets of Rajarshis were 
her thin son of Pandu. O Monarch, all the 
Gandharvas with Tomvuru as their head 
were in Arjuna’s favor. 


50—51. The different tribes of Gan- 
dharvas and Apsaras and the descendants 
of Pradha and Mauni and many sages 
riding on wolves, deers, elephants, horses 
and cars and others on foot or riding on 
the clouds and the wind came to see that 
combat betwen Karna and Arjuna. 


52—53- O monarth, the Gods, Danavas 
Vakshas, Nagas, the birds, the leatned 


Rishis well versed in the Vedas, the Pitris | 


who live upon Swadha, the Sciences and 
and asceticism and herbs of heavenly quali- 
ties all came and with great r.oist took their 
position in the sky. 

4. Brahma _ together with Bhava 
(Mahadeva) with all the Bramharishis and 
Monsters of creation driving in excellent 
cars also came to that place. 

55. As those two toa) Pha “aad 
ed in fight Cakra (Indra) himself wish- 
ei that A een conquer Karna and 
Surya splahed that Karna might conquer 
Arjuna. 


56. One said my son Karna will gain 
victory and the other said my son Arjuna 
will be victorious. 

57. Thus they of lion like-prowess dis- 

rd for a4 other taking different 


8, Seeing those two noble warriors face 


|} and he 
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each other in fight the Asuras took one side 
and the gods the other. 

59. The gods, the Rishis and all the 
creations of the three worlds began to shake 
with fear seeing that fight. ; 

60 All the Gods favoured Partha and 
the Asuras Karna and all the creations felt 
an interest either for the Pandava warrior 
or'the Kuru warrior. e 

61. Seeing (Brahma) the master of 
creation who had no ,father (self born) all 


the Gods requested him to make the issue , 


of that fight between those two foremost ,of 
men to be equal. 


62. The whole creation will be destroyed 
if Karna and Arjuna continued this fight 
Oj self born one; oaly speak the word that 
these two will be equally successful. 


63. Hearing this Maghavat respectfully 
nodding to the God of Gods the Grand Sire 
ae one of, all sensible creatures 
sai 2 

64. O satred one, thou hast said before 
that the two Krishnas are sure to gain 


victory, be then pleased and let that be the 
case now, se 


65. Hearing “this Brahma” and Icana 
‘said to the king of the celestials the noble 
Vijaya (Arjuna) will surely gain victory. 
66. O Cakra, Savyasachin has pleased 
the eater of sacrifices (Agni) in Khandava 


forest and also helped him When he came 
to Heavan. 


67. Karna takes part with the Danavas 
7 1e deserves to be defeated so the 
intentions of the Gods, will be fulfilled, 

68. O King of Heaven, one should 


always he careful about his business and as 
the noble minded Phalgoon is truthful and 
virtuous undoubtedly he must alw the 


conquerer, 


69. O thou with” hundred eyes, Ww 
will not he be victorious, who both pleased 
the noble and sacred God who has the 
bull marked on his banner, 

79. Partha  hhs 


the master of the 


world Vishnu himself as his driver besides , 


he isga hero, is very powerful and is vir- 
tuous at the same time, 


71. He is of active body, master of the 
science of weapons and has ail ualities ; 
and he should conquer because the Gods 
wish it to be so. ae 


72. By his great prowess Partha can 
overrule Rotting itself whether it be in his 
e 


favor or not; when he means he can destroy 
all creatures, 


73- ‘When those two Krishnas are rous- 
ed, they care not for anything and those 


yt 


oe 
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two foremost of men are creato#s of real 
and unreal matters. 


74. They are the agcient and good 
Rishis Nara and Narayana; they have no 
fear and they are smiters of all enimies and 
can not be ruled by any one; they rule 
over all. 


75. Elther in Heaven or earth there 
is none to equal them; they are above all 
the Heavenly Rishis and Charanas of the 
three worlds, . 


76. All the Gods and creatures come 
after them; they are properly speaking the 
main stay of the whole world. 


77—73. Let Karna, the son of Vikartan, 
who ts foremost of men and who is a brave 
warrior, attain the best region and Jet 
him beeld& the Vasus or Maruts; let him 
be adored in heaven with Bhima and 
Drona, but let the two Krishnas be victo- 
tious, ye : 


79. When those two “greatest of Gods 
{Brahma and Icana) said so the God with 
thausand eyes respectfully bowed to their 
words and himself said to other creatures. 


80, You hear what the t@e Gods say 
Yor the good of the whole world and it mus 
surely be so and not otherwise; so ras' 
assured, 


81. O my lord! king, hearing Indra say 
these words alf creatures admired and 
praised that deity. 


82. The inhabitants of heaven then 


sounded their horns and showered ‘many 
sorts of sweet scented flowers. 


83. And actully all the Gods, Danavas 
and Gandharvas Waited anxiously to see 
that anrivalled duel between those two men 
of dgonine prowess. 

84. © monarch, both the cars, ridden 
by Karna and Arjuna, had grey steeds 
fei to them and their wheels rattled 
oudly as they careered with beautiful 
banners on their tops. 

85. Many brave warriors came near 
Vasudeva and Arjuna and also near Calya 
and Karna and sounded their conchs,. 


86. Then began ‘that fight which 


Struck terror into the hearts of cowards | 


and like Sakra and Samvara the warriors 
tushed fiercely against each other. 


87. Like the planets Rahu and Ketu 
appearing in thé sky at the time of the 
destruction of the whole world the banners 
of those two heroes lodked brilliant 
and beautiful. 


88. The elephant'’s rope on Karna’s 
stendard which was very strong and 
decked with jewels and precious stones 
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resembled « poisonous snake and the bow 

of Indra in beauty (as it fluttered), 
89. The great ape of Partha, openin 

its fe@rful &nd broad jaws, struck Ppt s 


to the; hearts of all and bécame difficult to. 
look at like the sun, ; 


9o—91. The ape, on the! banner of 
Gandiva,{being willing to fight all on a 
sudden, left his place, lept upon Karna’s- 
banner like Gadura swooping down upon 
a snake and began to tear the elephant rope 
standard ficercely with its nails and teeth, 


92. The elephant’s rope, which was 
strong as iron and adorned with. strin; 
of small bells, which resembled the fatal 
noose (of Yama), becoming wrathful pressed 
against the ape. 


93- Thussin that terrible duel between 
those two great warriors and which was 
the result of their match game in dice, 
their banners first fought with each other 
and the horses of the one neighed at the 
horses of the other. 


94. Keshava, whose eyes were like lotuses, 
looked towards Calya with piercing glances 
who returned them in the like manner. 


95- By his stern fooks Vasudeva con- 
guered Salya and Dhananjaya the son of 


unti conquered Karna, 

96-97. Then Suta’s son with a smile 
asked Salya "O friend, tell me the truth 
what would you do if I am killed to day 
by Partha’’; and Salya answered ‘if thou 
art killed [ myself will put an and to both 
Krishna and Dhananjaya”. 


98. The king of. Madras again said 
“OQ Karna, if you are to day killed by this 
gréy-horsed Arjuna I alone on a single 


car will put both Madhava and Phalgoona 
to death.” : 


99. Arjuna also asked Govinda the 
same cueStion and Krishna spoke to Partha 
these words having deep meaning. 


too. O Dhananjaya, the sun may come 


down and be displaced, the earth itself may 
be crushed with a thousand pieces, the fire 


may become cold but Karna will never _ 


kill thee, 


tor. But if it so happens you must 
know that revolution my the world is near 
and as for myself 1 will send both Salya 
and Karna to the Pluto’s den with my 
army. he 


102, Arjuna, who pee ager gtr 
hearing these words. smiled . told 


Kenan hile pcowoss sl ional 


Eek whey 













103— oO anardd ana, — Caly: » and 
aret other ina ates lor e 
today O Krishna, you will see how I « 
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troy Karna with Calya, his banners, car, 
horses, his umbrella, his armour, his bows 
‘and arrows all together with my shafts iv 


_ the battle, 


3. Then the wa 
_rava. and Pandava sides went on slaying 
4 leach other's ene making the world and 


ne 


& the ten ides ring 


so 
105. As the elephant, with his tusks, 
rends into pieces a tree in a forest so I will 
this day crush him with armour, his car, 
horses, arrows and other weapons into 
atoms. 

106. O Madhava, the day of widow- 
hood for the wives of Radha's son is very 
near and surely they must have dreamt of 
the coming evil last night. 

107—108. eurly you will pada see 
Karna’s wives will become widows. I can- 
not check my rage when | think of evils 
done to us by this (thoughtless) fool when 
Krishna was taken forcibly before the as- 
sembly and he used abusive language to 
‘us and laughed. 


‘109.—As the furious elephant destroys a 
tree with all its blossoms and flowers in 
anger so O Govinda, I will knock him 
down today. 

110. Today after Karna isno more, O 


Slayer of Madhu, you will hear those pleas- 
ant words,—i.e—By good fortune, O 


you of Vrishin’s race, you have conquered, | 


iit. Today you shall be able to cor%ole 
the mother of Abhimanyu with a free con- 
science by pay back the debt of the enemies 
in their own coin and also joyfully soothe 
your maternal aunt Kunti. 


112. O Madhava, today you shall be able 
to comfort Krishna, on whose face drops 
of tears are always trickling down and to 
speak pleasant sweet words to King 

udhisthira the just. 


Se 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Coutd. 


Sanjaya said:— 

1. It was really a wonderful sight to see 
the skies covered with Gods, Nagas, 
Asuras, Yakshas, and numbers of Gan- 
dharvas, .Rakshashas, Apsaras, Royal and 
regenerate Rishis and birds of most beauti- 
ful plumage. 


_ 2, All the human beings looked and 
admired the scene in the sky which was 
filled with the echoes of songs, music, 
Jaughter, sacred hymns, dance and many 
other sorts of make sounds. 


tiors on both the Kau- 





th their martial music, 


wre e 


notes of their conchs, loud shouts and noise 
of their warfare. 


4. The field of battle became brilliant- 
ly red with blood and abounded with men, 
horses, elephants, cars and weapons and 
became difficult for the throwing swords, 
maces, darts and other weapons and was 
filled with dead bodies and looked like the 
fight that in the old days took place be- 
tween the Gods and the Asuras. : 


5. When Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s ~ 
son had begun to defeat the warriors with 
their arrows, they, with keen shafts, almost , 
covered all the sides, | 

6. Darkness fell over the atmosphere, 
with the shafts shot at in that battle, and 
the warriors on either side could not see 
anything. And being afraid they took 
shelter of either of the car Bnctlors (Karna 
or Arjuna) ‘like streaks of light going 
towards the sun or the moon. 

3}. The two brave warriors thwarted one 


Sayan 
a 


| 
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another’s weapons, like’the East and West ., 


winds struggling with each other and looked 
brilliant like the sun or the moon after dis- 
pelling darkness. 


8. They*Wssuring their troops with the 
words ‘dont give way’’ were surround~- 


/ed by their troops and their inimical 


forces like Vasava and Samvata by the 
Gods and the Asuras. 


9. O Bharata, those two foremost of 
men were welcomed by the beating of 
drums and other instruments and uttered 
loud shouts and looked resplendant as, the 
sun and the moon when surrounded by 
deep roaring clouds. : 


10. Both of theni’ were armed with 
fearful bows’ drawn to the fullest extent 
like circles which looked like coronas, shot 
thousands of shafts which were likpsays. 


* 11. In war they gould not be borne and 
looked like two powerful suns risen for des- 
troying the universe at the end of Wuga. 
Both unconquerable, both destroyers of 
enemies and they were bent upon killing 
one other and showing great skit in war, 


ot2. Those two fighters namely Karna 
and the son of Pandu bravely assailed each 
other in that awful fight like Indra and 
Asura Jamba; and invoking the help of 
most powerful weapons those two redoubt- 
able bowmen shot fearful arrows against 
each other. 


13. ,O Monarch, the two foremost of men 
however shot hosts of elephants, horses and 
men and also struck one another; and like 
the smallec animals when attacked by a 
lion the Kurus and Pandus together with 
their horses, elephants and car warriors fleg 
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on al directions being assailed by those two 
best of men. sg 


14. Then the five great car warriors 
vis., Duryodhana, the King of Bhojas, 
Suvala’s son Kripa and the son of 
Saradwata attacked Dhananjaya and 
Keshava with deadly arrows. 


15—~—17. Dhananjaya with arrows cut 

off at once elephants, horses, the bows and 

uivers, the cars with their drivers of those 
fighters and struck every one of them with 
good arrows and Suta’s son with twelve 
Then one hundred chariots, one 
hundred elephants and Caka, Sukhara 
and Yavana Cavalry together with some 
best of Kamvoja warriors precipitated 
themselves upon Arjuna inorder to slay 
him but he (Arjuna) very soon not only cut 
off with rozor-headed shafts all those 
weapons #* “his enemies biflt also their 
heads, their elephants, cars and horses. 
Dhananjaya knocked down his enemies in 
‘battle, 9 

18. Then the good Gods soynded their 
heavenly drums in praise of Arjuna, 

19. Then heaps of sweet scented flowers 
fell upon Arjuna, O Monarch. the Gods, 
men and all the creatures were siuck with 
wonder at seeing this. 


20, Only your son and Suta’s son, who" 


were sorry in their minds, felt neither any 
joy nor admired the deed. Then Drona’s 
son taking Duryodhana by the hands en- 
treatingly said te him. 


21, O Duryodhana, be pacified; youneed 
not* prolong this quarrel ; make peace with 
Pandavas ; war is detestable. The preceptor 
(Drona) who was, like Bramha and was 
master of most powerful weapons he and 
other foremost of men with Bhisma have 
been killed in this war. 


22... ~1d my maternal uncle can not be 
killed; and if 1 request Dhananjaya he 
will object to fighting and Janarddan also 
is Averse to this quarrel, Reign asa joint 
monarch with the sons of Pandu over this 
kingdom far long. 


23. Yudhisthirajalways seeks the welfare 
of all creatures. Vrikodara and the twins 
nent Sahadeva) are always under 

udhisthira’s order; and if you make peace 
itt would appear, that you make it only fit 
the welfare of all parties. 

24. All the kings then will return to 
their respective homes and the troops will 
no longer fight with each other ; if you do 
not hear my advice you will have tg repent 
hearafter when you will be crushed by 
-your enemies, 


25. It will be hard for the slayer of Vala 
(Indra) or Yama or Prachetas or the 
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famous king of Yakshas to perform the 
heroic feats that have been done by crown- 
headed Arjuna single handed. You your- 
self and the whole world have seen that. 


26. Dhananjaya is possessed of immense 
qualities and will never disobey my words, 
He will be your ally de, respect you. O, 
Monarch, for the good of the world, be 
pacified. 


27. I am your sincere friend and you 
always respect me, and it is for that reason 
that I am speaking these words to you; and 
if you make up your mind for peace, I shall 
dissuade Karna. 


28. The sages have said there are four 
kinds of friends, namely, those who are 
born friends, those that are made friends 
by good behavior, those that are made so 
by wealth and those that are made friends 
by power and you have all these advan- 
tages and connections with the Pandavas. 


29. O you most powerful, the Pandavas 
are your friends by nature and make them 
your permanent friends by making peace. 
O king of kings, you both agree and make 
peace. 


30. Duryodhana thought for a while 
when those words were spoken to him by 
his. friends, and with sorrowful heart heav- 
ing a deep sigh, said ‘‘O friend, you have 
said your say, now hear what I have got 
to speak to that. 


31—32. As the might of the storm is 
checked by the mountain of Meru so 
Arjuna wont be able to cope with Karna 
in battle, and the sons of Pritha cannot 
possibly have any confidence in me for the 
many acts of wilful enemity I have done 
to them. 


33. O you glorious man, O pre- 
ceptor’s sOn, it is not meet for you to 
disuade Karna from tomy Med Phalgoona 
is greatly tired to-day and Karna will kill 
him in no tithe. 


34. Szying these words humbly again 
and again to Drona’s son, your son com- 
manded his army, saying, ‘‘ Armed ‘with 
shafts proceed against the enemies and kill 
them; why are you standiig inactive ?”’ 


CHAPTE LXXXIX. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Conid, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. When the blare of conchs and sound 
of bugles became very high-in the battle~ 
field, those two, Suta’s son Vaikartana and 
Arjuna mounted an white horses, ‘Goued 


each other, O king, on account of the vile 
‘of your son. 

‘2. Those two dreadful herops Dhanan- 
jaya and Adhiratha’s son encountered each 
es like two Himalayan elephants with 
full-grown tusks, madly fighting for a she- 
eeplods. 

§. Those two warriors, with bows twang- 
ing loudly and sending forth hosts of 
shafts and the palms of their hands also 
producing great sounds when shooting 
them and their car-wheels making rattling, 
encountered .each other like the collision 
of two heavy masses of clouds or two 
mountains. 

4. Those two great warriors fell upon 
and struck one another with many powerful 
weapons resembling two *mountains of 
towering height having many trees, herbs 
and creepers upon them and inhabited b 
various animals, rushing against eac 
other. 

5. ‘The fight between those two great 
warriors became so terrible that it resem- 
bled the war between the king of heaven 
and the son of Virvahana in the days of 
old—it was impossible for other persons 
to bear upin sucha fight and a_ river of 
blood flowed there, ghastly to look at; the 
limbs of both .the warriors were badly cut 
in many places as also their drivers and 
horses, 

6 T two cars, fitted with broad 
banners, m nearing each other, looked 
like two large lakes full of fishes and t or- 
toises, and many kinds of lotuses floating 
on its waters which, was gently moved by 
the wind and resounding with the sweet 
voices of diverse kinds of birds. 5 

7. Both of them, mighty as the God 
Indra, assailed one another with weapons 
powerful as Indra’s thunder and fought 
Also like Indra himself aid (Asura) 
Vritra. 

8. Both the armies abounding in cars, 
horses, elephants, foot adorned with fine 
mail, vestments and weapons as also those 
that were in the skies (the gods) were all 
struck with terror in seeing that extraordi- 
nary fight between Karna and Arjuna. 

9. When Arjuna precipitated himsesf 

in the son of ‘Adhicatha like one furious 

elephant rushing against another with 

thei pate! killing. nie, ethers out of 

excitement and joy utte jon-like roars 

sr raed their °cloths shaking them 
: 


10. The s called loud! 

Partha, “Go Fase Bassa: pl Fe 

aes lay ma pe the hope of Dhrita- 
Fastra’s son for the empire,” 


[os 
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3 
11. Inthe same wiy many of our wats 


tiors went to Karna and said; “Kill Arjuna_ 


with your sharp arrows and let the sons 
of fyi: go again to the wilderness for 
good,” *y 


12, Then Karna struck Arjuua with 
the powerful arrows and Arjuna also shot 
sharp arrows with great force against 
Karna’s chest in return, 2 


13. Thinking to take advantage of each 
other’s weak points with buoyant spirits they 
repeatedly attacked each other with great 
fierceness and hacked and wounded one 
another with may good winged arrows, in 
that terrible fight, 


14. The fierce warrior Arjuna then 
rubbed his bow-string with his arm and 
sent hosts of dloth yard shaftsSand arrows 
called Nalikas i.e., 
boar’s ears and razors and Angalikas é.e, 
half moon-shaped arrows,’ 


15. As at night-fall the birds forthe — 


purpose of resting during the night enter 
a_tree, so.O Monareh, Partha's arrows 
after entering Karna’s car with bent beads 
spread on ~*-:des, 

16. But O King, all those arrows and 
the successive ones, shot by Arjuna, that 
scorcher of enemies, with angry look and 
contracted brow, were all destroyed by 
Karna by his own shafts, 


17. The son of Indra (Avjuna) then sent 
against Karna such a brilliant. and fier 
weapon that it lighted up the whole woth: 
the skies, the ten sides and also his own 
body and covered the very course of the 
sun with its brilliancy arti was capable of 
killing all enemies, ” 


18. The dresses of warriors caught fire 
and they fled making great noise b!s?that 
which is heard when a bamboo forest 
catches fire. ’ 


1g. The Suta’s son, the brave Karha, 
seeing now that fiery weapon was burnin 
everything, shot the Varuna weapon Ba 
extinguished the fire, 


20: ‘Huge masses of clouds instantly 
covered the sides with darkness ; they re- 
sembied big mountains and poured heavy 
showers upon the earth. 


21. The earth and theskies were covered 
by the clouds and that awful conflagration 
was extinguished in no time. 


22. All the sides being covered by those 
clouds me very dark and nothing could 
be seen, but Arjuna with the vairy 
weapons dispersed those clouds. j 


23. Ther the invisible Dhananjay, ins- 
piring the Gandiva, -its string ‘the 
shafts with mantras, invoked a favorite 


shafts headed with 
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wea 
ful like his thunder. 


Then many prem arrows namely 
the Anjalikas, ¢.e., razor-headed shafts and 
crescent like and Nalikas and cloth-yard 
arrows and those adonred with the boar's 
ears all very powerful and sharp, came out 
in numbers from the Gandiva with force. 


25—26. Those powerful and sharp 
arrows, adorned with feathers like vulture 
quickly piercing the body, car, horses, 
earth and wheels, of Karna, entered into 
the earth even as the snakes enter 
when afraid of Garuda; and thus being 
struck on all sides and bathed in blood 
Karna in anger rolled his eyes. 


27. Then sending the sttong stringed 
bow, th twang of which resembled 
the deep roar of the sea, he invoked the 
Bhargava act and cut off all the shots 
coming out of the mouth of the Indra 
weapon (shot by Arjuna). - ‘ 


28. He thus cut off the weapons of his 
enemy, many of the cars, elephants and 
foot soldiers of the Pandava aumy by virtue 
of the Bhargava weapon, himselMot being 
ablé to bear the prowess of Arjuna in that 
battle, ‘ 


29. That best of mien, Suta’s son of 
great energy, smiling at the two Krishnas, 
struck the chief men anrong the Panchals 
with aimed arrews. 


go.. O. Monarch, the Panchals and the 
Somakas being thus attacked by Karna, 
fired up with anger and conjointly began 
to strike Suta’s “sqn with arrows from all 
sides, e 


3t. Then Suta's son cut off with his own | 
ar tke the shots of the Panchals and dis- 4 
tresse ~ cars, elephants and horses of 
the Panchals, ‘ » 


2. Like powerful elephants when killed 
by a mighty and angry lion, they fell down 
dead on the earth with loud noise being 
struck by those shafts of Karna, 


33. Having thus slain the choicest 
warriors of the Panchals, those strong and 
brave and proud warriors, Karna, O King, 
when shooting his shafts resembled a mass 
of clouds when pouring down showers, 


34. Then, O Head of the Kuru race, 
your warriors, thinking that Karna had 
gained the day and brought the two 
Krishnas under subjection, began to clap 
and gave vent to lion-like roars. ¢ 

35- They saw the power of the great 
hero Karna, overpower the enemies and his 


weapon to baffle all those of Dhananjaya in 
what fight. : = 


36. The son of Wind God, the wrathful 
. 


of the king of. Heaven and power- Bhimsena, with eyes kindling with tas 
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pressed his own hands and hea 
breaths, ang greatly excited addre 
Arjuna, of never-faifing aim. - : 


+ | za}! 

27. How is it that this most irreligious) 
scoundrel could slay so many good Pa I 
wartiors before your very face. Pad 


38. The very gods and Kalakeyas 
were not able to vanquish you before 
this; why, you fought with Sthanu himself: 
hand to hand, O diadem-adorned Arjuna, 
how is it that Suta’s son has been able to” 
pierce your with ten long-arrows that are 
used by car warriors. 


3940. I wonder how Suta’s son has 
been able to penetrate the arrows shot by 
you, O, Savyasachin; remember the dis- 
tasteful, sharf and cutting jokes, this 
bold and wretched Suta’s son uttered’ 
towards us and called us sessame seeds 
not having anything within them and 
think over the sorrows of Krishna and 
soon put an end to the life of this 
scoundrel in to-days's battle, for you 
should not be any more careless about» 
killing this Karna. 


41. Do you remember how you have 
cogquered all creatures and have satisfied 
the hunger of Agniin the Khandava and 
with that patience z.e., (resembling your- 


self) kill Suta’s son. I will also knock hint 
down with my mace. . 

42. Then Vasudeva seeing that Partha’s 
shafts were being frustrated by Karna, 


addressed him (Arjuna), 


43. How is this O Kiritin, that your 
weapons are being baffled by Karna. O 
brave warrior, why are you looking like 
one confounded. Dont you see the Kaura- 


| vas, behind Karna, aré all uttering loud 


shouts of joy—beholding your weapons 
raade useless by those of Karna. em 

44. This day kill Karna with the same 
energy that you have shown yuga after 
yuga in killing persons possessed of dark 
weapons and fierce Rakshasas and the boons 
proud Asuras in battle. x 


45. Concentrating all your might cut off 


the head of your enemy with this Sudarc~— 


shana of razor-like keen edge which 1 
giving to you, like Cakra who cut off 
ead of Namuchi, his enemy with thunder, — 


46. You have even satisfied the great 
god Mahadeva (in battle) when: he was 
disguised as a hunter ; recoveri pre 
atience, O hero, kill this bi 
is followers. —* "A datthet 


ey alert 






Vudhisthira the sea-belted eart! 
towns, villages and wealth and fe 


4 
sy. ihe oy 


47. By that you will restore to the King 3 
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his énemies from the face of the Eacth and 
“by that you will gain great fame. 

48. Thus roused by Bilima ond Janar- 
dan Partha, of great prowess, internally 
remembered himself and tor what he had 
come to the world and addressed Keshava 
and said. 

. Now I will invoke a powerful and 
terrible weapon for the benefit of the world 
and slaughter of Suta’s son; let me have 
your permission as also of Bralma’s and 
Bhava’s as well of all persons who have 
acquired the Brahmajnana, 


so. Addressing these words to Keshava 
Savyasachin, of unfathomable soul, bowing 
to Brahma, then brought forth into action 
that unbearable and choice weapon called, 
Brahma which cowd quly ‘be used atter 
great concentration of the mind. 


51. But thwarting that weapon Karna 
looked handsome live the raining clouds 
aud went on sending showers of shafts. 


52—53. In that fight seeing that weapon 
of Kiritin waisted by Karna the powerful 
and wrathful Bhimasena, firing up with 
anger, thus addressed Arjuna of never fail- 
ing. aim ;—''O Savyasachin, you are master 
of the noble Brahma weapon, the great 
means of destroying enemies, 


54. Dothou, O Savyasachin, shoot the 
same sort of weapon again and again.”’ And 
thus being asked by his brother,Savyasachin 
shot another like the one he used before 
and by that the energetic Partha covered 
all the cardinal and subsidiary points of 
ten compass. ‘ 


55. The arrows, coming out of, the 
Gandiva, resembled terrible snakes or the 
un's rays and the foremost of the Bharata 
ace also shot hundreds and hundreds of 
hem adorned with gold wings. _ 


56-57. They were brilliant as the yuga 
fire or the sun’s fays and in no time cover- 
ed Karna's car whence also came forth 
hundreds of long darts, battle-axes and 
cloth yard shafts of fearful shape and killed 
many warriors of the opposite party by 
cutting off their heads. 


_.58. One fell to the ground out of 
fear seeing another fall; the third's arm, 
powerful and large as an elephan trunk, 
was cut down with the sword still held. in 


clasp. 


: 4 . rc 
59-60. The ie sem, of a fourth with 
2 ied grasped severed by razor- 
aded shaft, fell to the ground, and thus 
tha, who was adorned with crown and 
j all the best 
‘s army by his 












; Vaikartana } 


a : i. 

(Karna) also sped int return thousands of 
arrows in that fight. deta enL aa les . 2 AS 

61. Those arrows came down upon the . 

son of Pandu with hissing noise like a 
downpour of rain from the clouds. Then 
Karna of great prowess having struck 
Bhimsena, Janardana and Arjuna of crown-~ 
ed head, with three shafts which gave vent 
to loud and fearful roars, 


62. Then the diadem-adorned (Arjuna) 
beholding Bhimsena and Janarddana thus , 
struck and himself being alsa pierced 
lost all patience and again shot eighteen 
shafts. 


63. Piercing Susena with one, Calya with 
four and Karna with three, he with the 
other ten slew, Sovapati (a Kangada prince) 
who was cased in a golden aro? 


64. That prince fell down dead from the 
front of his car, bereft of this head, arms, 
his steeds and banner® like a Sala tree 
hewed down with the axe. 

65. Again striking Karna with three, 
eight, twelve, four and ten shafts he put 
four hundreg.armed elephants and eight 
hundred oar-warriars to death, 


66. He also killed one thousand horses 
with their riders and eight thousand power~- 
fuljinfantry with his fleet arrows. So covered 
Karna, his car, horses, driver and stan- 
dard that they all became invisible. 


67. Then the Kauravas being thus dis- 
tressed by Dhananjay began to call loudly 
the son of Adhiratha from all sides and 
said:—"Do you display your weapons and 
slay this son of Pandu ov he will with his 
shafts put on end to the whole Kuru 
army.” 


68. Thus requested, Karna begepeg 
his utmost and sent hosts of blood thirsty 
arrbws that were capable of piercing the 
very core of the heart and thereby killed 
many of the Pandavas and Panchals. 


69. In this way those, two choicest of 
of archers, the two most powerful warriors 
who could face and bear against all ene- 
mies, and who were masters of all sorts 
of weapons, fearful to look at, went on 
striking each other and others that were 
fighting against them with their mighty 
weapons, : 


qo. After the broken blades have been 
drawn out of his body and his wounds 
healed hy mantras and herbs prescribed 
by best surgeons who were friendly to him 
King Yudhisthira, cased in armour of gold, — 
came to the spot to see the fight between 
Karna and Arjuna, ha 


71. Like the brilliant full moon coming 
out of Rahu's grasp all the creatures were 


=] 
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ly delighted to see the virtuous king 
Peak et hira in the battle field. 


® 72. All the gods in heaven and persons 
of the earth, checking the animals they 
were riding upon, waited calmly to see the 
issue of the fight between those two great 
heroes, Karna and Partha, who were the 
choicest of warriors and sorchers of ene- 
mies, « 


73: Omonarch, both Dhananjaya and 
Adhiratha's son went on striking each 
other with well-aimed shafts which made 
a great whizing noise; and also the sounds 
made by the bows, bowstrings and the 
palms of the hands of those two brave 
warriors rose very loud. 


74. At lasttha string of the bow of the 
son of Panebeing drawn with great might 
suddenly snaped with a great noise; in the 
meantime the son of Suta struck Pagtha 
with hundred small arrows adorned with 
feathers, 


75- Then with sixty sharp arrows that 
were like snakes set at liberty from sloughs 
and were slippery as if they were dipped, in 
oil, he pierced Vasudeva; of this the 
Somaka troops rushed towards that place. 


76. Asin the sky the sun is covered by 
the clouds, so they, coming forward, shroud- 
ed Karna with their shafts but the son of 
Suta, well versed in the use of weapons, 
worsted the ‘approaching warriors and 
covered them by his own shafts. 


~ 7. O Monarch! Suta’s son thus killed 
all their horses, cars and elephants and 
distressed many of,their best warriors by his 
own shafts, e 


_ 78. Asawhole pack of powerful dogs 
is dggtroyed by an angry lion of great 
prowes those warriors fell down dead 


on earth with loud, noise, their bodies 


pierced by the arrows of the mighty 
K&rna, 
79. During this cessation of fight 


between Karna and Dhananjaya, many of 
the strong and great Panchal warriors 
became deprived of their lives by the well 
directed shafts of Karna; and others bégan 
to fly. 

80, Then your troops, believing that 
Karna has brought Krishna and. Arjuna 
under subjection, thought the great victory 
to theirs and loudly clapped their hands 
and gave vent to roars like that of a lion, 


81. Then Partha, though badly mangled 
by many arrows, became filled with rage 
and bending his bowstring soon cut off the 
shafts of the son of Adhiratha and again 
attached the Kauravas in the battle, 


82, Then the diadem-adorned Arjuna, 
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8 I his bowstring with the palm of his 
hand, covered the world with darkness by 
innumerable shafts and also strack Karna, 
Fey and other Kaurava warriors with 
them. 


83.. By those arrows of great swiftness 
the sky became so dark that even the birds 
could not take their flights ; and gentle and 
sweet-scented wind began to blow, as if 
sent by the Heavenly father. 


84. Then, smiling, Partha shot with 
great force ten shafts against Calya’s 
armour and struck Karna first with twelve 
and then with another seven arrows. 


85. Karna, being thus mangled by 
winged shafts of great impetuosity from 
Partha’s bow, his limbs pierced and blood 
streaming down his body, resembled the 
bloody Rudra sporting in the midst of a 
crematorium at the time of destruction. 

86. Then the son of Adhiratha struck 
Dhananjaya, who was looking like the kiv 
of Heaven (Indra) with three arrows an 
shot five other burning shafts like snakes for 
the purpose of killing Krishna. 


87. Those well-directed and mighty 


»shafts, winged with gold, after piercing the 


arfnour of that noblest of human beings, 
entered the earth and having bathed (in 
the waters of Bhogavati) again returned 
towards Karna. 


88. Dhananjaya then with‘ten well-aimed 
and flat edged shats, cut each of them into 
three pieces and thus those five great 
snakes (friends of the Acwasena the son of 
Taksha) fell to the earth, 


89, Then seeing the body of Krishna 
pained by those snakes in the forms of 
shafts ftom Karna’s hands, Arjuna, who 
was adorned with crown and garland, 
burnt with anger like fire kindled with 
very grass. ° » 


90. He, then drawing the string to his 
ears, shot many burning and deadly arrows 
thereby striking Karna in all his vital points, 
but Karna of great patience, though, he felt 
very painful, kept his face summoning all 
his courage. 


gt. O monarch, Dhananjaya, becoming 
angry, by his arrows covered all the sides 
of Karna’s car; even the rays of the sun 
became invisible and the sky looked hazy as 
in a frosty day. : 


92—93. © monarcli, Savyasachin, the - 
ertansee of es _ cea: ‘the 
uru_ race, int ght soon two 
thousand great {uru warriors pemee coe| 
poceecring: the wings and car wheels o! 
‘arna and formed his van and rear, nards, 
with all elephants, cars, and’ hor: s; they 







were the select portion of Duryodhana’s 
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ear warriors and were fighting bravely 
under his orders, 

94. Then the remnants of the Kaurava 
army with your sons fled on a diréctions 
leaving Karna and even the wounded father 
and son fled leaving each other in the 
field. _ 

95. But the great warrior Karna, O 
King, seeing himself abandoned on_ all 
sides and left alone, was not at all afraid 
but pushed on against Arjuna with a brave 
heartjand with energy. 


CHAPTER XC. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA.)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. The broken Kaurava army, when 
melting away out of fear as wratlful 
Arjuna began his shots but halted and 
looked back from’ a!'distance at Arjuna’s 
blazing weapon which resembled lightning 
and was coursing on all sides with increa- 
sing energy. 

2. Then Karna swallowed up (des- 
troyed) that weapon when it was flying 3n 
the sky and which Arjuna had sped with 
great force for the purpose of putting an 
end to his enemy in that fearful contest with 
a downpour of his own fearful arrows, 


. Drawing his loud-twanging bow the 
string of which was very strong, Karna, by 
gold winged arrows, destroyed Arjuna’s 
weapon of increasing energy which was 
killing the Kurus and shot many other 
shafts. : 


' 4. He then, with that mighty weapon he 
had received from Rama, which was vested 
with the Atharvan rite, worsted that firy 
weapon of Arjuna and also struck Partha 
with many other sharp arrows. 


5. O king, then the fight between 
Arjuna and the son of Adhiratha assumed 
a fearful con ta and like two elephants 
attacking each other with their tusks, they 
went on hitting each other with shafts. 


6. Then Partha and Karna shot such 
incessant showers of arrows that all the 
sides dark and even Sun could 
not bé seen ; the whole sky was spread over 
with them and there was no loop hole to 
be seen, = 

7 The Kauravas and Somakas only 
en eeeee peg a no- 
thing js seen throug: the great 
darkness caused by them. 4 
8. Ovmonarch, those two best of men 
well versed in the use of weapons, when 


| sena, 
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continuafly aiming and shooting hosts of 
arrows showed may beautiful feats and 
Strategems, ‘9 


_9- In that fight between them some- 
times the Suta’s son excelled over his foe 
and sometimes the crown-adorned Partha 
excelled over his antagonist in might, 
weaporfs and light-handedness. 


to, The other warriors weré struck with 
wonder in seeing that fearful combat be- 
tween those great warriors who were always 
trylIng to take advantage of each other's 
failings (weak points), 

11, The creatures of heaven, O monarch, 
praised Karna and Arjuna, and being 
satisfied called out loudly “Bravo Karna, 
Bravo Arjuna,” 


12. At that time when this Yewful fight 
was raging and the earth was oppressed by 
the heavy pressure of car-wheels and tread 
of elephants and horses, the snake Acwa- 
who was Arjuna’s enemy, was fe- 
siding in the subterranean region, 


13. O king, that brave snake, who 
escaped when the Khandava was } burnt 
and who gifitered the subterranean region, 
now remembering the death of his mother 
and the hostile feelings he cherished to- 
wards Arjuna, ‘came up with great force 
to the sky being capable of flying inte 
the sky to see the fight between Karna 
and Arjuna. > 


14. And believing, O Monarch, this to 
be the just time for avenging himself upbn 
the wicked (in his opinion) Partha he as- 
sumedithe shape of an arrew and entered 
quickly into Karna's qniver, 


15. Karna and Partha now covered the 
whole sky with showers of arrows ; not even 
alittle space was left and it loolmediike a 
briljiant and thick net-work of shafts. 

16. All the Kauravas and Soma s 
were filled with fear’ seeing that great - W 
work of arrows; and nothing could be seen 
through the darkness made by that net, on 
account of the dropping of arrows, 


17. Beholding those two heroes the fore- 
mostof men and greatest of archers tired 
in war, 

18. The handsome Apsaras in Heaven 
fanned them with new and fine fans and 
sprinkled sweet scented sandal water upon 
them ; and Cakra and Surya with their own 
hands cleansed the faces of those two brave 
warriors» 


19. Then when he found that he could ° 
not excel Partha in fight but was rather 
badly pained and wounded instead, Karna 
thought of the snake weapon that was only 
left in his quiver, . 


fp 


_ 20, He puton the string that fearful, | 
burning, snake-mouthed, sharp, well- 
cg and-death-dealing weapon. which 

e had long kept concealed for the purpose 
of killing Partha, $ 


21. Karna, drawing his bow-string to 
the full stretch, puton it, and aimed at 
Partha that fiery and mighty shaft that was 
lying in a quiver of gold filled with sandal 

ust and which was always worshipped. 


22. The arrow belonged to the Airavata 
race and the sky and all the ten sides be- 
came lighted; and fearful meteors and 
lightning strokes fell as he aimed that arrow 
for beg purpose of striking Phalgoona’s 

ad, 


24. The son of Suta was not aware that 
the'snake (Aofasena) had entered his arrow 
by mieans‘ot yoga, but as he aimed that 
arrow, Cakra and other Regents of the 
sides gave vent to lamentations. ‘ 


24. The noble fuler of Madras, seeing 
Vaikartana aim that shaft, spoke to Karna 
and said, “O Karna, think well before you 
shoot this arrow; it will not reach Arjuna’s 
neck,” ~ 


25. The energetic son of Suta, with 
wrathful look, told the king of Madras, ‘'O, 
Shalya, Karna never takes his aim twice; 
with warriors like us it must always be fair 
play in fight.” 

26. O Monarch, speaking the words, 
‘Thou art killed, O Phalgoona,” he, desir- 
ous, of victory, with care let go that arrow 
which for many years he had cherished with 
regard, ‘ 


27. That fiery ‘arrow, of awful sound 
and shinning like the sua, shot off from 
Karna’s bow, lighted up and. divided the 
sky (>a woman divides her crown when 
combing ier hairs, 


. 


28. Madhava, the slayer of Kansa, see- 
ing’that fiery weapon rise in the sky, with 
his foot quickly pressed down that ‘beauti- 
ful car one cubit deep in the earth. 


ia ane hareets yoits, ae silvery nioon 
ms, adorned with trappings, with 
bent knees fell flat to the gidund? , 


30. That mighty and best of men bring- 
ing his strength into action put down the 
rand the horses with bent knees stretch- 
ed themselves to the earth and the car 


sunk into it. ’ 
gt. The heavenly creatures ‘greatly 


ponieed Vasudeva ; they gave vent to lion- 
ike shouts and dro 


: ed flowery showers 
upon Krishna when es slayer of Madhu 


thus pressed the car into the earth by. his 
might. ; 
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32—34. By dint of that arrow, on. 
count of its suaky nature and energy. pee 
wrath with which it was discharged the 
charioteer'#@son struck down hore una’s 
head the beautiful diadem known all over 
the earth, heaven and the watery eee, 
The powerful Brahma had made this head- 
dress for the king of gods himself, with 
gold and pearls, endued with the effulgence 
of the sun, moon or planets. [t was giver 
by Indra himself to Partha when the latter 
killed his enemies. 


35. It was so strong that even Rudra, 
the king of waters, Cakraand Kuvera could 
not smash it by their respective weapons, 
Pinaka, noose, thunder or other might 
shafts; the very gods could not bear it 
but it was now taken away by that snaky 
weapon. eae 

36. hat fearful false wicked, but ‘eners” 
getic snake, of awful shape, attacked that 
beautiful crown adorned with stones and 
diamonds.and took it away from Arjuna’s 
head, 


37. O Monarch, the snake, by its own 
prowess, snatched from Partha's head that 
beautiful ornament of good shape set with 
precious stones and diamonds, very bsil- 
liawt to look at and crushed it to pieces as 
the thunder breaks down mourtain tops 
adorned with fine trees and flowers, 


38 As the sun, in setting, goes down 
from the Asta Hills with all the lustre so 
that handsome, brilliant, adorned..diadem 
of Partha caine down to the earth smashed 
to pieces and burning with that snake's 
poison. . 


39. Asthe head of a mountain decor- 
rated’ beautifully with high trees, birds 
and flowers is smashed by thunder so that 
snake, by his might, tore asunder that, 
gemmed crown from Arjuna's head. 


40. O Bharata, as during a storm a: 
great noise is heard through out the Earth, 
sky, Heaven and the waters, so was the 
sound heard throughout the world at 
that time and all the people, though they 
tried to remain. steady, became greatly 
afraid and stumbled. oe : 

41. The dark young man, Dhananjaya, 
bereft of his crown, looked beautiful like a. 
mountain without top and being not at 
all afraid stood his ground after binding 
his hairs with a white cloth,  » . 


42. Crushing down his crown that pre-- 
cious arrow, effulgent like the sun or fire, 
shot by Karna, the great serpent, who was~ 
rendered by Arjuna his enemy, went: 


away. ieee 


vd Tekg een 


43. Having burnt the. effulgent Th 
variegated crown shinning on Arjuna’ 


. 








lat 4 "© Karna, you discharged me 
without secing me and hence i cold not 
: ‘off his head, Shoot me again imme- 


diately in battle after seeing me and I shall 
slay your enemies as well as mine.” 

45. Thus addressed in the battle-field 
Suta'’s son said ‘who are you of such a 
terrific form?” Vhe Naga said ‘* Know 
me as one whom Pariha has made his 
enemy. by killing my mother. 

6. Even if the weilder of thunder-bolt 
(Indra) protects him, he will go to the 
kingdom of the Pitris. Do not disregard 
me. Dowhat I say and [ will kill your 
enemy. Shoot me soon,” 


Karna said :— 
47. ‘Karna does not wish victory today 
in battle depending on another’s strength. 
I shall not discharge, O Naga, a shaft 
twice even if I am to kill a hundred 
Arjunas.” 

.48.. Addressing again that Naga in the 
battle-field {that best of Sun’s sons said 
‘By the help of my other weapons and 
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a the artow wanted to enter again into | King, of huge arms, raised that car from” 
j ; but accosted by Karna it said, | the earth with hisown hands, 





55. In that very moment, Karna, look- 
ing askance on Dananjaya, struck that fores 


most of men with ten arrows whetted on 
stone and adorned with peaceck feathers. 
56-57. Then Dhananjaya struck Karna 
with twélve keen and boar-eared arrows and 
a powerful Naracha like a virulent snake — 
shot off his full-drawn bow. ‘Those arrows” 
went though Karna’s armour, as if drinks 
ing his blood and killing him, and entered , 
seae Clg earth with their wings soaked with | 
ood, 


58—so. Then Brisha, angered at the 
stroke of arrow like a scotched snake, dis 
charged most powerful and quick-coursing 
shafts like a serpent vomiting json, He 
struck Janarddana with twelve and Arjuna 
with nine arrows, And _ striking the latter 
agam with a dreadfub arrow Karna, 
laughed, ° ° 


» 
60, Pandu’s son could bear his joy. 


Then that one, of Indra’'s power, acquainted 
with all tht vitals parts, cut him to the 
quick with a +undred winged arrows as did. 
Indra wotfnd Bala with great force. 


by dint of my energy and wrath I shall kill ® 61. ‘Then Arjuna shot ninety arrows 
ar 


th. Go you away at ease.” 


49. Thus aadressed by Karna in the 
battle-field and unable to bear his words 
in anger that fierce Naga King, proceeded 
himself for the destruction of Partha, 
assuming the form of an arrow. 


150. Thereupon Krishna said to Partha 
in the battle-field ‘kill the great snake 
whom you have made an enemy.’’ Thus 
spoken to by the slayer of Madhuy the 
holder of Gandiva bow, ever holding a 
dreadful bow to his enemies, said “ who is 
this Naga who, of his own accord, comes 
against me as if into the mouth gf Garuda, 


5t. Krishna said:—While armed with 
a bow you were gratifying the fire-god in 
Khandava: forest—this ,snake, having his 
body covered by his mother’s, was in the 
sky. You killed his mother taking her for 
a single snake. , 
.52. Remembering that hostility, O 
Partha, he has come to-day for slaying you. 
grinder sof enemies, see he is coming 
ining fire-brand dropped from the 


oh oaks Bole. | 
a said:—, 
ik Sieete PR covering the snake with 
x aoe Jishnu cut him off while 


tees, 
_ 54> After that serpent had been ‘cut off 


. 


Tite se : ‘ 








each resembling Yama's rod at Karna, 
Wounded greatly Karna trembled like a 
mountain clapped by a thunder-bolt, 


62, Karna's head dress, set with costly, 
gems, his most excellent other ornaments 
and ear rings were struk down on earth aby 
Arjuna's winged arrows. 


63. Pandu's son cut gff’in no time into 
pate the costly ang shinning armour of 
Sarna that had been prepared with gre. 
care by clever artists working for a long 
time. aw” 

64. Then he again, in anger, struck 
Karna with four sharp and strong arrows. 
who was devested of his armour. He trefh- 
bled, thereat, like a person suffering from. 
bile, wind, phlegm and feyer, 


65, Arjuna again cut Karna to the quick 
with many excellent and keen arrows shot. 
ww ap circling bow with force, care a 
skill, 

66. Thus wounded by Partha with many 
keen and powerful arrows Karna r 
like a red chal mountain with streams of 
red water pouring down, baal 

67. Then with straight-going, strong, 
gold-fehered steel arrows resembling the 
rod of death, Arjuna struck Karna on the 
breast like Agni's son striking the mount. 
Krouncha. is soa ea 
. 68. Then throwing off. his bow that 
resembled Indra's bow and quiver Karna 


pal 


”  Karna’s death a 
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stood inactive and stupified, suffering great 
pain and losing his grasp. 

69. The honorable Arjuna, always 
following the duties of a heroe, did not like 
to kill him in that ‘plight. Then Indra'‘s 
younger brother respectfully said ‘ why do 
you make a mistake, O Pandu's son? 


go. The wise never spare their ehemies 
even for a mement, however weak they ma 
be, A learned man always acquires merit 
and glory by destroying his distressed 
. enemies. 

71. Lose no time in discomfitting i 
enemy Karna immediately who is the fore- 
most of heroes. When all right he will 
again proceed against you. Kill him there- 
fore like Indra destroying the Asura 
Namuchi."”" . 

72. In pursuance of Krishna's order and 
worshipping him the Kuru heroe Arjuna 
again struck Karna with many powetful 

- arrows like Indra striking the Asura 
Shamvara. a 


73- Then -Kiritin, O descendant of 
Bharata, covered Karma, his car and horses 
with calf-toothed arrows ‘and, the ten 
quarters with gold winged ones. 


74. Wounded with those calf-toothed 
arrows the broad-chested son of Adiratha 
shone like a blossoming Asoka, Palasa or 
Salmali: tree or a mountain laden with 
sandal trees. « 


75. His body covered with numberless 
arrdws Karna shone like the mountain-chief 
covered with trees or adorned with blossom- 
ing Karnikaras. 


76. Discharging mumberless arrows 
Karna, having shafts for his rays, looked 
like the crimson-coloured sun coursing to- 
wards throrsetting hill. 

77. Meeting in the sky the shining and 
snake-like arrows discharged by Karna, 
tho8e keen ones, shot by Arjuna, destroyed 
them. 

78. Recovering equanimity of mind and 
discharging arrows like angry serpents, 
Karna struck Arjuna with ten and Krishna 
with six all resembling angry snakes. 


79. Thenin that great battle Dhanan- 
jaya wished to discharge a dreadful, great 
steel arrow, like a serpent or fire in force 
and sending forth a sound like that of 
Indra's thunderbolt. 


80. Then on the arrival of the hour of 
Karna’s death Kala invisibly a 
his car and reminding him of the Brah- 


mana’s curse.said The earth is devouring 


the wheel of your car.” 
Sr. Really, O King, when the hour of 
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great Brahma weapon which Bhargava had 
given him. And the Earth was about to 
devour the left wheel of his car. ‘ 


$2, Havfng gone deep into the earth 
and been clo &, there like a holy tree with 
flowers standing on a high land, Karna’s 
car, on account of the great Brahmana’s 
imprecation, reeled. 


83. When his car began to reel, when 
the great weapon given by Rama did not 
shine, when his serpent-faced shaft was 
broken by Partha, Karna was filled with 
sadness, 


84. Unable to bear those misfortunes he 
shook his arms and vilified virtue saying 
“The virtuous always say that virtue pro- 
tects the virtuous, 


85. We, however, always practice virtue 
to the best of our knowledge and power, 
But virtue, instead of protecting us, is now 
destroying us who are its votaries.” 


87. While he gave vent to these words 
he was greatly assailed by Arjuna’s shafts. 
His horses and charioteer were dislodged. 
He was cut to the quick and became care- 
less about his doings, He again and again 


Spoke ill of virtue in the battie-field. 


88. He struck Krishna's arm with three 
dreadful arrows, and Arjuna with seven. 
Arjuna then discharged seventeen dreadful, 
straight-coursing and forcible arrows efful- 
gent like fire and resembling Indra s than- 
der-bolt in impetuosity. 


89. Those powerful and dreadful arrows 
went through Karna’s body and drop 
on the surface of the earth, Trembling 
thereat Karna showed his activity to the 
very best of his power, 


90. Controlling himself with great exer- 
tion he brought the Brahma weapon into 
requisition beholding which Arjuna invoked 
the weapon given him by Indra with becom~ 
ing mantras, 


91. Then inspiring his Gandiva, its 
strings and arrows with mantras that re- 
ressor of enemies discharged arrows like 
ndra pouring down torrents of rain, 


92. Coming out of Arjuna’s car those 
powerful and terrefic arrows ap near 
Karna’s. That great car-warrior baffled 
those arrows which appeared before him, 


93. Seeing the arrows thus baffled, 


“Krishna said to Arjuna :.-'* Discharge more. 
powerful weapons,O Partha; Karna makes 
these your arrows powerless,’’ Sribe 


94. Then duly invoking it with mantras 
Arjuna set the Booka wakose: an be 
string, Then i ; ion 


2 


_ arrows of great 
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95. Then with a umber of whetted 
t Karna sundered the 
string of Arjuna’s bow for five tynes., 


96. Similarly his string was cut off by 
Vrishna for the sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth and eleventh times. Although 
capable of discharging hundreds of arrow 
Karna knew that Arjuna had a century of 
strings. 

97. Then setting another string to his 
bow and shooting innumerable shafts, 
Arjuna covered Karna with arrows resem- 
bly fiery-mouthed serpents. 


. So quickly did Arjuna replace his 
strings {that Karna could not perceive when 
one was broken and another replaced. The 
feat was highly wonderful to him. 


99. Radha’s son, héwever, nullified all 
the arrows of Savyasachin. With his 


eal he got better of Arjuna for the time 
too. Seeing Arjuna thus assailed with 


Karna’s arrows Krishna said to him ‘' Go 
nearer to Karna and strike him with more 
powerful weapons.” ; 


to1. Worked up with anger Arjuna 
invoked the aid of another celestial weapon 
with mantras which was effulgent like fire, 
dreadful like venom and hard like ada- 
mant. 


102. Then uniting it with Raudra weapon 
he was about to hurl it at his enemy when 
the earth swallowed up one of the wheels 
of Karna’s car. 

103. Then getting dawn in no time from 
his. car he caugat the sunken wheel with two 
hands and set forth a mighty exertion to 
extricate it, 


104. Drawn up forcibly by Karna, the 
Earth, that had swallowed up his wheel, 
rose up with her seven insula» continents, 
mountains, rivers and forests to a height of 
four cubits. 


105. Seeing his wheel thus sunk, Karna 
wept in anger. And seeing Arjuna before 
him, he, worked up with anger, said. 


106. “O Partha, wait for a moment till 
I extricate my wheel. 


» 107. Seeing my wheel thus accidently 
sunken you should give up your idea which 
is i by a coward only. 


108—109. Brave and pious heroes never 
shoot their arrows» at persons with dis- 
hevelld hairs, at ‘who fly away from 
the battle-field, at a Brahmana, at him who 
Se hia re 3 ah him who tary 
at w ys quarter, at one 0 
throws off Ne -atophe: at one whose arrows 


are all gone, or at whose w n has 


es! 


Ma 
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tro—frt. You are the bravest and pious 


of all in the world. You know all the rules 
at warfare. Pray, excuse me for a moment 


till I get out my wheel fromthe earth, O 


sett, You are stationed on your 
car and 


the earth. You should not kill me now. 


112. "Neither Krishna, nor you fear me 
the feast. You are a Kshatrya and the 
scion of an illustrious family. Remember- 
ing the dictates of virtue, excuse me for a 
moment, O son of Pandu.” 


eee 


CHAPTER XCI. 
(KARNA-RADHA PARWA)—Contd, 


Sanjaya said:— 

18 Then Krishna, who was on the car 
said to Karna :—" Fortunate it is, O sono 
Radha, that you remember virtue, It is 
always seen that men, when they are in 
distress, speak ill of the Providence and 
not of their own evil deeds. 


2. Yo4, Duryodhana, Dushdsana and 
Suvala’s son Shakuni, brought Draupadi, 
clad in one piece of cloth, before the court. 
Then O Karna, this virtue of yours, did 
not display itself. 


3. When Shakuni, a cleyer hand at dice, 
defeated Kunti's son Yudhisthira who was 
innocent of the game where was this virtue 
of yours? 


4. When at your advice the Kuru ki 
attempted to kill Bhima through snakes aad 
poisoned food where was this virtue of 
yours ? 


5. When the period of sh ih the 
thirteenth year (of concealment) was over 
and you did not return the Pandavas their 
kingdom where was this virtue of yours? » 


6. When you set fire to the wax-house 
at Varanavata for burning the sleeping 
Pandavas to death where was this virtue 
of yours ? 


7? When you laughed at Draupadi 
while she, spare dressed and in her season, 
stood before the court at Dushasana’s will 
where was this virtue of yours? 

9. When you spoke to the Princess 
Draupadi, of dignified elephantine gait, 
“ O Draupadi, the Pandavas are lost into 
eternal bell, choose another husband” and 
looked on the’scene,with glee where was this 
virtue of yours? ‘ 4 

to, When thirsting for the kingdom and 
relying on the king of Gandharas you in- 
vited the Pandavas to a game at dice where 
was this virtue of yours? , * 


am standing helplessly weak on- 
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11. Whenencircling the boy Abhimanyu 


inbattle a number of powerful car-warriors 


killed him where was the virtue of yours? 


12, If this your virtue, the aid of which 
you now solicit, was no where on all those 
occasions what is the use of drying up your 
oo gpd by uttering that word? You now 
wish to practise virtue, O Suta, ‘but you 
shall not escape with your life. 


13. Like Nala who was vanquished by 
Pushkara at a game of dice, but who re- 
ained his kingdom by dint of his power, 
the Pandavas, who are free from cupidity, 
will regain their kingdom by the force of 
their arms and help of their friends, 


14. Having killed their powerful enemies 
they with the Somakas will regain their 
kingdom, Tie sons of Dhri¢arashtra will 
be killed by those best of men who are 
always sheilded by virtues. 


15. Thus accdsted by Krishna, O Yes- 
cendant of Bharata, Karna hung down his 
head in shame and made no reply. 


16. With lips trembling inyanger, he, 
of great energy and prowess, took up his 
bow and began to fight with Arjena. 


17. Then Vasudeva's son said to Phal- 
guna, that best of men ;——"'Strike Karna 
down with a celestial weapon.” 


18. Thus accosted by the deity Arjuna 
was worked up with anger. And re- 
collecting all {he incidents Dhananjaya 
was possessed by a terrific rage. ; 


19. Then, O king, as if scintillations 
of fire began to, come out from the pores 
of the angry Partha’s body, ‘The scene 
was exceedingly won¢rous, 


20. Seeing it Karna invoked the Brahma 
weapon, shot arrows on Dhananjaya and 
tried once more to get rid of his car. 


2. Partha, also, by his Brahma weapon 
mede a down pour of arrows upon Karna, 
Counteracting the arrows of his enemy 
with those of his own Pandu’s son conti- 
hued to strike hit, 


22. Then aiming at Karna Kunti'¢ son 
discharged another favourite weapon of his 
powerful as the fire. 


23, Karna, however, put out that fire 
with Varuna (watery) weapon. Suta's son 
cavered all the directions with clouds creat- 
ed by his arrow and it appeared likea 
rainy day. 


“24. Then before the very presence of 
Karna, the powerful son of Pandit scatter- 
ed those clouds with his Vayanya weapon. 


25. Then for killing the son of Pandu, 


ie Bp russ intoer 2 son took up another dread- 


arrow shining like the fire, 
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26. When that arrow was set onthe 
bow-string, O king, the earth shook with 
her mountains, watery expanses, and 
forest?, Lh 

27. Violent winds blew scattering pe» 
bles, All the directions were covered 
with dust and cries cf Jamentation arose 
amongst the celestials in the sky. ay 


28. Seeing that arrow aimed by Kartiay 
the Pandavas were worked with ‘depres- 
sion and sorrow, oro” 


29. The keen arrow, effulgent like 
Shakra’s thunder-bolt shot off MKarna’s 
hands, fell upon Dhananjaya’s breast and 
Went te it like a serpent penetrating an 
ant-hill. ‘ 


30. Thus wounded that chastiser of 
enemies, the high-sSouled Vibhatsu began 
toreel. His grasp became loosened and 
his bow Gandiva dropped off his hands. 
He shook there like the king of mountain 
in an earth-quake. : 


31. During this opportunity the great 
car-warrior Vrisha leaped down from his 
chariot to extricate the wheel that had 
been sunk underneath the earth. Holding 
it with his two hands he tried his best to 
ge‘ it out. But unfortunately for his bad 
luck he failed through he was possessed of 
great strength. 


32. In the interval regaining his con- 
sciousness the diadem-decked and the 
high-sould Arjuna took his arrow 
Anjalika which was fatal as the rod 
of Death, ‘Thereupon Krishna said’ to 
Partha ;—‘‘Cut off with this arrow ‘the 
head of yourenemy before he gets upon 
his car.” 4 


33- Praising highly those words of Lard 
Krishna and while the wheel of his enemy 
was still under the earth the great car- 
warrior Arjuna took up a highly effulyent, 
razor-headed arrow and struck dowtt 
KXarna’s standard bearing the emblem’ of 
an clephant and shining like the spot- 
less sun, 


34. That standard bearing the elephant 
was decorated with gold, pearls, gems and 
diamonds and was made with great skill by 
the best of artizans, It was highly beauti- 
ful and made of pure gold, ee fo, 

35. That standard always used to in- 
pire your soldiers with courage and _fill 
your enemies with fear. Its form. | 
highly praiseworthy. Known all over | 
world it was effulgent like the suu, 


36. With that kneen, gold-win : ed sei) 
i 
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headed arrow effulgent ike t 
libations of clarified bi yt 
decked Arjuna cut off that : 

the gre srrior, 


Adhiratha's son, cat~ 
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